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,% READERS, 

"Who may not have perused this work^ as it progressed from 
the press^ will perceive, that these numbers were commenced^ 
and that part of them were written for a family record, while 
the war was continually proclaiming its events from the embat* 
tied field. Hence, the work, from a seeming necessity, and from 
the then unknown duration of the war, assumed its present form. 
Had all the events herein registered in our numbers been matter of 
history, before the first was printed^ they would have enabled ug 
to have given to this work a more dignified character. Perhaps^ 
however, what we may lose in respect, the reader may gain ia 
b^ >rmation. The simple '<^ unvarnished tale" often more instructs' 
than the leisurely composed and rounded periods of some better 
writer, but semi-romantic historian* 
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PREFACE 



To our fellow citizens we do not promise a perfect and an im< 
partial history of this war. To depict with perfect accuracy the 
embattled plainj while the roar of cannon yet lives in our ears^ and 
the dust, excited by the conflict, yet obscures the contending le« 
gioDS, Jt more than the disceraiiig public will demand or we can 
perform* The agitations of the flood may distort and render in- 
distinct the images which the sun has painted on its bosom. We 
profess to love our country, feel for its honour and hope for its glo* 
ry. With this partiality, though we would, we may not always 
be just. We may also be embarrassed by the necessary policy of 
war, which conceals as much as possible, that the enemy by no 
chance of information may profit. Any occasional excess of feel« 
ing in us may usually be either restrained or rendered harmless to 
others, as we shall endeavor to collate oflScial or other accredited 
public documents, to present rather faithAil sketches of the war, 
than ourselves as historians, imposing upon the world the hasty 
deductions of our own mind, perhaps often partial and incorrect. 
In the compilation of this work, in which genius can take no part, 
we would labor to exhibit concisely and truly this war to our citi- 
zens. By the method attempted to be pursued, the illusH>ns of fimr 
ay, and the vagaries of a distorted imagination w31 be excluded 
ftoa our pages* 
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The present is a nameless moment. Political partizans, like 

prophecy, effect not the past ; they operate only on the future 

In this presage, even honest men have differed, may now differ^ 
and will hereafter differ : but the evidence of the past is testimony 
growing into historic fact. The curses of the law are against 
him who perverts it. This is a hallowed ark, which no man may 
touch. 

One, whose political sentiments differ from those of the pub- 
lishers, being associated with this press, for the sole purpose of 
compiling these sketches of the war, opposite politics will balance 
in even scales, and our patrons may less apprehend any of the 
excesses of party. 

The work shall be for our country, truth shall be out aim, and 
we hope a general patronage our reward. Surely no good citi- 
zen would be regardless, and no proud one ignorant of the mar- 
tial achievements of our country. Useful to ourselves and to pos- 
terity may be the knowledge of the causes, which have occasion- 
ally operated victory or disgrace to our arms. It is profitable to 
be taught, even by the enemy, and to learn from defeat to achieve 
victories. 

When believed to be necessary for understanding the subject, 
geographical descriptions and biographical sketches will be inter- 
spersed, and every elucidation, which we may be enabled to give, 
^hall appear on our pages. With the generous patronage of our 
fellow citizens, our mountains may echo the storm of battle, and 
the gleam of the sword of our warriors be seen afar. 
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Volume I Number 1. 



CHAPTER I. 

f 

The PresidenVs Manifesto..... Act of Congress declaring vmlt,*^, 
PresidfmVs procla7nation,.*.,General Bloomfield issues his or.t 
ders,,...Commodore Rogers sails,.».^First prisoner, and Jirst 
' prize,,... Naval force of the United States.....Schedule of the 
apportionment of 100>000 militia, by act of Congress of 12tk 
April, \^\2.....Instructions for private armed vessels. 

* 
On the first day of June^ 1812^ President Madison sent into 
Congress his manifest o^ in the following words : 

^' I communicate to Congress certain documents^ being a contin- 
uation of those heretofore laid before them^ on the subject of our 
affairs with Great Britain. 

'^ Without going back beyond the renewal in 1803^ of the war 
in which Great Britain is engaged, and omitting unrepaired 
wrongs of inferior magnitude, the conduct of her government 
presents a series of acts hostile to the United States as an indpen- 
dent and neutral nation. 

^ British cruisers have been in the continual practice of violating 
the American flag on the great highway of nations, and of seiz- 
ing and carrying off persons sailing under it; not in the exercise 
of a belligerent right founded on the law of nations against an 
enemy, but of a munidpal prerogative over British subjects. Brit- 
ish jurisdiction is thus extended to neutral vessels in a situation 
where no laws can operate but the law of nations and the laws 
of the country to which the vessels belong : and a self redress is 
assumed, which, if British subject were wrongfully detained and 
Alone concerned, is that substitution of force, for a resort to the 
responsible sovereign, which falls within the definition of war. 
Could the seizure of British subjects in such ca^es be regarded as 
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within the exerciie of a belligerent rights the acknowledged lawir 
of war, which forbid an article of captured property to be adjudge* 
ed without a regular investigation before a competent tribunal^ 
would imperiously demand the fairest trial, where the sacred 
rights of persons were at issue. In place of such a trial, these 
rights are subjected to the will of every petty commander. 

*^ The practice, hence, is so far from affecting British subjects 
alone, that, under the pretext of searching for these, thousands of 
American citizens, under the safeguard of public law, and of their 
national flag, have been torn from their country and every thing 
dear to them ; have been dragged on board ships of war of a for- 
eign nation, and exposed, under the severities of their discipline, 
to be exiled to the most distant and deadly climes, to risk their 
lives in the battles of their oppressors, and to be the melancholy 
instruments of taking away those of their own brethren. 

'' Against this crying enormity, which Great Britain would be 
BO prompt to avenge if committed against herself, the United States 
have in vain exhausted remonstrances and expostulatiods. And 
that no proof might be wanting of their conciliatory dispositions, 
and no pretext left for a continuance of the practice, the British 
government was formally assured of the readiness of the United 
States to enter into arrangements, such as could not be rejected, 
if the recovery of British subjects were the real and sole object. 
The communication passed without effect. 

'' British cruizers have been in the practice also, of violating the 
rights, and the peace of our coasts. They hover over and har* 
rass our departing cotqmerce. To the most insulting pretensions 
they have added the most lawless proceedings in our very bar- 
bors ; and have wantonly spilt American blood within the sanctu- 
ary of our territorial jurisdiction. The principles and rules en- 
forced by that nation, when a neutral nation, against armed vessels 
or. belligerents hovering near her coasts, and disturbing her com- 
merce, are well known. When called on, nevertheless, by the 
United States, to punish the greater offences committed by her 
own vessels, her government has bestowed on their commanders 
additional marks of honour and confidence. 

^' Under pretended blockades, without the presence of an ade- 
quate force, and sometimes without the practicability of applying 
one, our commerce has been plundered in every sea : the great 
staples of our country have been cut off from their legitimate mar- 
kets ; and a destructive blow aimed at our agricultural and mari? 
time interests. In aggravation of these predatory measures, they 
have been considered as in force from the dates of their notifica- 
tion ; a retrospective effect being thus added, as has been done 
in other important cases, to the unlawfulness of the course pursur 
ed. And to render the outrage the more signal, these mock 
^es have been, reiterated and enforced in the face of official 
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eommunicfttions from the British government, declaring, as the 
true definition of a legal blockade, ^< that particular ports must be 
actually invested, and previous warning given to vessels bound to 
tbem not to enter,** 

^ Not content with these occasional expedients for laying waste 
«ur neutral trade, the cabinet of Great Britain resorted, at length, 
to the sweeping system of blockades, under the name of Orders in 
Council, which has been moulded and managed as might best suit 
its political views, its commercial jealousies, or the avidity of Brit- 
kfa cruisers. 

^^ To our remonstrances against this complicated and transcend* 
ant injustice of this innovation, the first reply was, that the orders 
were reluctantly adopted by Great Britain as a necessary retalia- 
tion on the decrees of her enemy proclaiming a general blockade 
of the British isles, at a time when the naval force of that enemy 
dared not to issue from his own ports. She was reminded withf 
oat effect, that her own prior blockades, unsupported by an ade^ 
quate naval force, actually applied and continued, were a bar to 
this plea : that executed edicts against millions of our property 
could nor be retaliation on edicts, confessedly impossible to be ex* 
ecuted : that retaliation, to be just, should fall on the party set- 
ting the guilty example, not on an innocent party, which was 
not even chargeable with an acquiescence in it. 

^^ When deprived ofthisslimsy veil for a prohibition of our trade 
with her enemy, by the repeal of his prohibition of our trade with 
Great Britain, her cabinet, instead of a corresponding repeal, or 
practical discontinuance of its orders^^ formally avowed a detcFi* 
mination to persist in them against the United States, until the 
markets of her enemy should be laid open to British products : thus 
asserting an obligation on a neutral power to require one beliieer- 
ent to encourage, by its internal regulations, the trade of anotner 
beliigerent : contradicting her own practice towards all nations, 
in peace as well as in war ; and betraymg the insincerity of those 
professions which inculcated a belief that, having resorted to her 
orders with regret, she was anxious to find an occasion for putting 
an end to them. 

^Abandoning still more all respect for the neutral rights of the 
United States, and for its own consistency, the British government 
now demands as prerequisites to a repeal of its orders, as they re* 
late to the United States, that a formality should be observed in 
the repeal of the French decrees nowise necessary to their termi* 
nation, nor exemplified by British usage ; and that the French re- 
peal, besides including that portion of the decrees which operates 
within a territorial jurisdiction, as well as that which operates on 
the high seas against the commerce of the United States, should 
not be a single special repeal in relation to the United States, but 
should be extended to whatever other neutral nations, unconnect- 
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ed with thernj may be affected by those decrees. , Aud as au ad^ 
ditioDal insult^ they are called on for a formal disavowal of condi- 
tions and pretensions advanced by the French government^ for 
which the United States are so fat from having made themselves 
responsible^ that, in official explanations^ w,hich have been publish* 
ed to the world, and in a correspondence of the American minis- 
ter at London with the British minister for foreign affairs, such a 
responsibility was explicitly and emphatically disclaimed. 

** It has become indeed sufficiently certain, that the commerce of 
the United States is to be sacrificed, not as interfering with the 

belh'gerent rights of Great Britain not as supplying the wants of 

her enemies, which she herself supplies ; but as interfering with 
the monopoly which she covets for her own commerce and navi- 
gation. She carries on a war against the lawful commerce of a 
friend, that she may the better carry on a commerce with an en- 
emy a commerce, polluted by the forgeries and perjuries which 

are for the most part the only passports by which it can succeed. 

** Anxious to make every experiment short of the last resort of 
injured nations, the United States have withheld from Great Brit* 
ain, under successive modifications, the benefits of a free inter- 
course with their market, the loss of which could not but out- 
weigh the profits accruing from her restrictions of our commerce 
with other nations. And to entitle these experiments to the more 
favorable consideration, they were so framed as to enable her to 
place her adversary under the exclusive operation of them. To 
these appeals her government has been equally inflexible, as if 
willing to make sacrifices of every sort, rather than yield to the 
Claims of justice, or renounce the errors of a false pride. Nay, 
so far were tbe attempts carried to overcome the attachment of 
the British cabinet to its unjust edicts, that it received every en- 
couragement within the competency of the executive branch of 
our government, to expect that a repeal of them would be follow- 
ed by a war between tbe United States and France, unless the 
French edicts should also be repealed. Even this communication, 
although silencing forever the plea of a disposition in the United 
States to acquiesce in those edicts, originally the sole plea of them, 
received no attention. 

" If no other proof existed of a predetermination of the British 
government against a repeal of its orders, it might be found in the 
correspondence of the minister plenipotentiary of the United 
States at London, and the British secretary for foreign affairs, in 
1810, on the question whether the blockade of May, 1806, was 
considered as in force, or as not in force. It had been ascertain- 
ed that the French government, which urged this blockade as the 
ground of its Berlin decree, was willing, in the event of its remov* 
al, to repeal that decree ; which being followed by alternate re- 
peals of the other offensive edicts, might abolish the whole system 
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on both sides. This invitiog opportunity for accomplishiug an ob- 
ject so important to the United States^ and professed so often to 
be the desire of both the belligerent^-^ was made known to the 
British government. As that government admits that an actual 
application of an adequate force is necessary to the existence of a le- 
gal blockade, and it was notorious, that, if such a force had ever been 
applied, its long discontinuance had annulled the blockade in ques- 
tion^ there could be no sufficient objection on the part of Great 
Britain to a formal revocation of it ; and no imaginable objection 
to a declaration of the fact that the blockade did not exist. The 
declaration would have been consistent with her avowed princi- 
ples of blockade, and would have enabled the United States to de- 
mand from France the pledged repeal of her decrees ; either with 
success, in which case the way would have been opened for a gen- 
eral repeal of the belligerent edicts; or without success, in which 
case the United States would be justified in turning their meas- 
ures exclusively against France. The British government would, 
liowever, neither rescind the blockade, nor declare its non-exist- 
ence : nor permit its non-existence to be inferred and affirmed 
by the American plenipotentiary. On the contrary, by represent- 
ing the blockade to be conprehended in the orders in eouncil, the 
United States were compelled eo to regard it in their subsequent 
proceedmgs. 

'^There was aperiod when a favorable change in the policy of the 
British cabinet was justly considered as established. The minister 
plenipotentiary of his Britannic majesty here proposed an adjustment 
of the differences more immediately endangering the harmony of 
the two countries. The proposition was accepted with a promp- 
titude and cordiality corresponding with the invariable professions 
of this government. A foundation appeared to be laid for a sin* 
cere and lasting reconciliation. The prospect, however, quickly 
vanished. The whole proceeding was disavowed by the Biitish 
government, without any explanatH)ns which could at that time 
repress the belief, that the disavowal proceeded from a spirit of 
hostility to the commercial rights and prosperity of the United 
States. And it has since come into proof, that at the very mo- 
ment when the public minister was holding the language of friend- 
ship and inspiring confidence in the sincerity of the negociation 
whh which he was charged, a secret agent of his government 
vras employed in intrigues, having for their object a subversion of 
our government, and a dismemberment of our happy union. 

** In reviewing the conduct of Great Britain towards the United 
States, our attention is necessarily drawn to the warfare just re- 
newed by the savages on one of our extensive frontiers ; a war- 
fare which is known to spare neither age nor sex, and to be dis- 
tinguished by features peculiarly shocking to humanity. It is diffi- 
cult to account for the activitv and combiuations which have foi' 
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some time been developing themselves among tribes in caa- 
gtant intercourse with British traders and garrisons^ without con* 
necting their hostility with that influence ; and without recollect- 
ing the authenticated examples of such interpositions heretofore 
fornished by the officers and agents of that government. 

^^ Such is the spectacle of injuries and indignities which have been 
heaped on our country ; and such the crisis which its unexampled 
forbearance and conciliatory efibrts have not been able to avert. 
It might at least have been expected^ that aH enlightened nation^ 
if less urged by moral obligations^ or invited by friendly dispositions 
on the part of the United States^ would have found in its true in- 
terest alone a sufficient motive to respect their rights and their 
tranquility on the high seas ; that an enlarged policy would have 
favoured that free and general circulation of commerce, in which 
the British nation is at all times interested, and which in times of 
war is the best alleviation of its calamities to herself, as well as the 
other belligerents ; and more especially that the British cabinet 
would not, for the sake of a precarious and surreptitious intercourse 
with hostile markets, have persevered in a course of measures 
^hich necessarily put at hazard the invaluable market of a great 
and growing country, disposed to cultivate the mutual advantages 
of an active commerce. 

<< Other councils have prevailed. Our moderation and concilia- 
tion have had no other effect than to encourage perseverance, and 
to enlarge pretentions. We behold our seafaring citizens still the 
daily victims of lawless violence committed on the great common 
and highway of nations, even within sfght of the country which 
owes them protection. We behold our vessels, freighted with the 
products of our soil and industry, or returning w ith the honest pro- 
ceeds of them, wrested from their lawful destinations, confiscated 
by prize courts, no longer the organs of public law, but the inst 
sients of arbitrary edicts ; and their unfortunate crews dispers! 
and lost, or forced or inveigled in British ports into British flee! 
whilst arguments are employed, in support of these aggressioi 
which have no foundation but in a principle equally supportin,^ 
olaim to regulate our external commerce in all cases whatsoev 

« We behold, in fine, on the side of Great Britain, a state 
war against the United States ; on the side of the United Stati 
a state of peace towards Great Britain. 

<« Whether the United States shall continue passive under the 
progressive usurpations, and these accumulating wrongs ; or, oi f 
posing force to force in defence of their natural rights, shall coil > 
tnit a just cause into the hands of the Almighty disposer of evenlT i; 
avoiding all connections which might entangle it in the contestsi^ t 
views of other powers, and preserv'mg a constant readiness to ct^^ ^ 
cur in an honorable re-establishment of peace and friendship, '^.g. ji 
solemn question, which the constitution wisely confiides to th^^ iV 
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j^iative Department of the governmeDt. In recottiniendlog it to 
their early deliberations^ I am happy in the assurance that the de- 
tUion wfli be worthy the enlightened and patriotic councils of a 
Virtuousj a free and a pbVverful nation. 

^' Having presented this view of the relations of the United States 
Mrith Great BritaiUjattd of the solemn alternative growing out of 
tliem^ I proceed tt) remark^ that the communications last made to 
Congress on the subject of our relations with France will have 
shown that since the revocation bf her decrees as they violated 
the neutral rights of the United States^ her government has author- 
ised illegal captures^ by its privateers ahd public ships^ and that 
other outrages have been practised bh our vessels and our citizens* 
It will have been seen also, that no indemnity had been provided^ 
or satisfactorily pledged, for the extensive 8(^liations committed 
under the violent and retrospective orders of the French govern- 
ment against the property of our citizens seized within the juris- 
diction of France. 1 abstain at this time from recommending to 
the consideration of Congress definitive measures with respect to 
that nation, in the expectation, that the result of unclosed discus- 
sions between our Minister Plenipotentiary at Paris and the French 
l^vernment will spsedly enable Congress to decide, with greater 
advantage, on the course due to the rights, the interests, and the 
honour of our country. JAMES MADISON.'' 

On the 18th of June it wa6 Enacted by Congress, •* That 
War be, and the same is hereby declared to exist between the 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland and the dependen- 
ces thereof, and the United States of America and their territories; 
and that the President of the United States be and is hereby au- 
thorised to use the whole land and naval force of the United States 
to carry the sanoe into effect, and to issue to pi ivate armed vessels 
of the United States commissions or letters of marque and gener- 
al reprisal, in such form as he shall think proper, and under the 
seal of the United States, against the vessels, goods, and effects of 
the goverameiiit of the same United Kingdoms of Great Britain 
and Ireland, and the subjects thereof.^ 

The declaration of war was announced on the day after its pas« 
sage by Proclaibation, of which the following is a copy : 

By the President of the United States of America, 
A PROCLAMATION, 
Whereas the Congress of the United States, by virtue of the 
<u}nstituted authorities vested in them, have decided by their act, 
bearing date the eighteenth day of the present month, that War 
exist between the United Kingdom of Great JBritain and Ireland^ 
I and the dependences thereof, and the United States of America 
and their territories i Now^ therefore^ I Jamss Madison, PreH- 

B 
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dent of the United States of America^ do hereby proclaim the saiQir 
to all whom it may concern ; and I do specially enjoin on all per- 
sons holding offices^ civil or military^ under the authority of the 
United States^ that they be vigilant and zealous^ in discharging the 
duties respectively incident thereto : And I do moreover exhort the 
good people of the United States^ as they love their co^ntry ; as 
they value the precious heritage derived from the virtue and val- 
or of their fathers : as they feel the wrongs which have forced on 
them the last resort of injured nations ; and as they consult the 
best means, under the blessing of Divine Providence, of abridging 
its calamities ; that they exert themselves in preserving order^ in 
promoting concord, in maintaining the authority and the efficacy 
of the laws, and in supporting and invigorating all the measures 
which may be adopted by the constituted authorities^ for obtainmg 
a speedy, a just, and an honorable peace. 

In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and caused 
(L. s.) the seal of the United States to be affixed to these 

presents. 
Done at the city of Washington, the nineteeth day of June^ 
one thousand eight hundred and twelve, and of the 
Independence of the United States the thirty-sixth. 
(Signed) JAMES MADISON. 

By the President, 
James Monroe, Secretary of State. 

General Bloomfield, in his orders of the 20th June, as com* 
mander of the forts in the harbor of New-York, announced the 
declaration of war. 

Commodore Rodgers immediately got under way, having un- 
der his command the frigates President, the United States, and 
Congress, the sloops Hornet and Argus. He was over the bar 
before 5 o'clock in the afternoon, and proceeded to sea in quest, 
as was supposed, of the British frigate Belvidera, and sloop of viar 
Tartarus, which were, for some days, blockading that port and 
capturing our shipping. It is however probable that the enemy 
received such early notice of his intended fate as enabled him 
to efiect a timely escape. 

The Commodore, in an address to his crew, Yold them, the 
time had arrived when the country required their services — ^* If 
(said he) there are any of you unwilling to risk your lives with 
me, say so, and you shall be paid off and discharged." Every 
man buzza'd, and said they would stand or fall with their commo- 
dore* 

First pwofif r.— *Before the declaration of war was known at 
Norfolk, m Virginia, a stranger, by the name of Wilkinson, had 
aVrived in that town, and lodged at the British Consul's. He v?! 
understood to be a British officer, though habited as a private gen 
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lleman. This circumstance was not noticed till the declaration 
of war was received, a few day« after ; when, as the mail-boat 
was about to depart for Hampton, he was observed making bis 
way with uncommon speed and circumspection along the back 
street, which leads from the British Consul's to the wharf where 
the mail-boat lay^ when be sprang on board, darted into the ca- 
bin, and in a few seconds the boat was under way. From his pre- 
cipitate retreat some cf the leading citizens were apprehensive he 
intended to communicate, without delay, the news of the war to 
a Brrtish man of war, known to be hovering on that coast. Two 
boats, one from the navy-yard, the other from fort Nelson, were 
immediately dispatched in pursuit of the mail-boat, which they 
overtook, and re-conducted Mr. Wilkinson to the navy-yard, 
as a prisoner of war. He was supposed to be a captain in the 
Royal Marines^ 

First prize, — On the 25th June arrived at Norfolk, the schoon- 
er Patriot, J. A. Brown, master, from Guadaloup, bound to Hali- 
fax with a valuable cargo of sugar, as prize to the revenue cut- 
ter Jefferson, Wm. Ham, master. 

Naval force. — The following, at the commencement of the 
war, was a list of the naval force of the United States : 





Rated. 


Mounting. 




Constitution, 


44 


58 


Capt. Hull. 


United States^ 


44 


58 


Decatur. 


President, 


44 


58 


Com. Rodgers. 


Chesapeake, 


aa^ 


44 


Ordinary, 


New-York, 


sa 


44 


do. 


Constellationj 


30 


44 


do. 


Congress, 


3d 


44 


Capt. Smitk. 


Boston, 


• 32 




Ordinary. 


Etseic, 


32 




Capt. Porter, 


Adams, 


S2 




Ordinary. 




CORVETTE* 




John Adamr, 


26 




Capt. Ludlow. 




SHIPS 


OF WAR. 




Wasp, 


16 


18 


Capt. Jones. 


Hornetj 


la 


18 


Lawrence. 




BRIGS. 




Siren, 


16 




Lieut. Carol!. 


Argus, 


la 




Crane. 


Oneida, 


10 




Com. Woolsey. 




SCHOON£RS^ 




Vixen, 


12 




Lieut. Gadsden. 


Nautilus, 


12 




Sinclair. 


Enterprise, 


12 




Blakeley. 


Viper, 


12 




Bainbridg^ 


1710 GtTN-BoATS, 20 at New-Orleans, 


Capt. Shaw. 
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BOMBS. 

Military force. — ^As preparatory to a state of war. Congress, bjr 
their act of the 10th of April, 1812, had authorized a detachment 
from the militia of the United States of 100,000 men, apportioned 
as follows : 



New-Hampshire, 


3,500 


Mar}'land, 


6,000 


Massachusetts, 


10,000 


Virginia 


12,000 


Connecticut, 


3,000 


North Carolina 


, 7,000 


Rhode Island, 


500 


South Carolina^ 


, 5,000 


Vermont, 


3,000 


Georgia, 


3,500 


New-York, 


13,500 


Kentuck}', 


5,500 


New-Jersey, 


5,000 


Ohio, 


5,000 


Pennsylvania, 


14,000 


Tennessee, 


2,500 


Dtflaware, 


1,000 







100,000 

Instructions for private armed vessels, — Mr. Munroe, as Sec- 
retary of State, by command of the President, issued the following 
instructions to the captains and commanders of private armed ves- 
sels. 

" U The tenure of your commission under the act of Congress, 
entitle4 *' an act concerning letters of marque, prizes, and prize 
goods, ^, copy of which is hereto annexed, will be kept constantly 
in your view. The high seas referred to in your commission, 
you will understand, generally, to extend to low water mark ; 
but with the exception of the space within one league, or three 
miles, from the shore of countries at peace both with Great Brit^ 
ain and with the United States. Tou may nevertheless execute 
your commission within that distance of the shore of a nation at 
war with Great Britain, and even on the waters within the juris- 
diction of such nation, if permitted so to do. 

*^ 2. You are to pay the strictest regard to the rights of neutral 
powers, and the usages of civilized nations ; and in all your pro- 
ceedings towards neutral vessels, you are to give them as little 
molestation or interruption as will consist with the right of ascer- 
taining their neutral character, and of detaining and bringing 
them in for regular adjudication, in the proper case. You are 
particularly to avoid even the appearance of using force or seduc- 
tion, with a view to deprive such vessels of their crews, or of 
their passengers, other than persons in the military service of the 
enemy. 

*^ 3. Towards enemy's vessels and their crews, you are to pro- 
ceed in exercising the rights of war, with all the justice and hu- 
manity which characterize the nation of which you are members. 

^^ 4. The master and one or more of the principal persons belong- 
Tog to captured vessels, are to be sent, as soon after the cap- 
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Cure as may be^ to the judge or judges of the proj^er court in the 
tJnited States, to be examined upon oath, touching the interest or 
property of the captured vessel, and her lading; and at the 
same time are to be delivered to the judge or judges, all passes, 
charter parties, bills of lading, invoiceft, letters and other docu« 
meats, and writings found on board ; the »aid papers to be proved 
bjr the affidavit of the commander of the capturing vessels, or 
some other person present at the capture, to be produced as they 
were received, without fraud, addition, subduction or embezzle* 
mcnt.'' 



CHAPTER IL 

Northxvestem army.. ...General Hull.....hi^march.....advance intd 
Canada.....hi$ retreat, capitulation, surrender and triaL 

In April, 1 812, by virtue of a requisition from the Presi* 
dent of the United States, Governor Meigs, of the state of Ohio, 
very promptly raised the 1200 men, required, and upon his own 
responsibility 300 more, all volunteers, and organized them into 
three regiments. Colonels M'Arthur, Cass, and Findly, by the 
election of the volunteers, received the command of them. The 
zeal of Gov. Meigs, and the ardor of his people, in a great meas- 
ure supplied the deficiency of public arsenals* Dayton, on 
Mad river, one of the waters of the great Miami, 60 miles by 
land, and about 75 by water from its mouth, was the place of 
rendezvous of the volunteers. Here Gov. Meigs surrendered hit 
command of them to Brigadier General Hull, appointed by the 
President to command them. Gov. Meigs, before he left the 
troops, in the name of the president, thanked them for their patri- 
otism, encouraged their ardor, and gave them his own benedic* 
tions. Gen. Hull, among other things, observed to them, ^< In 
inarching through a wilderness, memorable for savage barbarity, 
you will remember the causes by which that barbarity has been 
heretofore excited In viewing the ground stained with the 
blood of your fellow citizens, it will be impossible to suppress the 
feeHngs of indignation. Passing by the ruins of a Fortress* erect- 
ed in our territory in times of profound peace, and for the express 
purpose of exciting the savages to hostility and supplying them 
with the means of conducting a barbarous war, must remind you. 
of that system of oppression and injustice, which that nation hat 

* Fort Miami, rmted bt the Britrth. in 1791 • ict raint are to be teen on the It ft bank of the Blti^i 
tftke hkt* a KtUe below Fort Mtags, ykhkh n situate on theright bank of tba tame rirer utmj 
opposite the lapidii and cigbtecm roilri abov« its month. 
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eoostantly practiced^ and which the spirit of an indignant people 

ean no longer endure.'^ 

At the close of the General's speech the troops uncovered and 

gave six cheers, as a testimonial of respect for their beloved chief 

magistratf , and new commander. 

On (he 27th of May, Gen. Hull pitched his tent in camp Meig^^ 

on the western bank ot the river, when the United Stater flag 

was hoisted in a hollow square formed by the troops. Upon this 

occasion Col. Cass said, 
*' Fellow-Citizens the standard of your country is dif^played. 

You have rallied around it to defend her rights and avenge her in- 
juries. May it wave protection to our friends, and defiance to our 

enemies and, should it ever meet in the hostile field, I doubt not 

that the eagle of liberty which it bears will be found more than a 

match for the lion of England.'* 

On the first of June, the fourth regiment, commanded by CoL 
Miller, having joined Gen. Hull, the army resumed its march for 

Detroit. 

Governor Meigs had accompanied the army a few miles from 
Dayton to Urbana for the purpose of holding a council with 
twelve Indian chiefs, of the lake tribes. It was agreed to reneW 
the treaty of Greenville. After smoking the calmut of peace, 
both parties called on the Great Spirit to witness the sincerity of 
their professions. The Indians appeared unusually friendly , arici 
gave Gen. Hull permission to march through their country,' and* 
to erect block-houses every twenty miles, which he did. 

From Urbana to the rapids of the Miami of the lakes is a dis- 
tance of one hnndred and fifty miles. The route of the army was 
through a thick and almost trackless forest. As there was a ^reat 
mimber of baggage waggons attached to the army, it became ne- 
cessary to open a new road the whole distance. The soil of the' 
land was moist, being in many places a perfect swamp. The 
weather was rainy, and man and horse were compelled to travel' 
mid leg deep in mud. Ftequently the van had to halt for the 
rear, which was as often detained in its march, in relieving wag- 
gons and horses from the mire. Almost e^ery officer and soldier 
have concurred in stating, that the march of tKe army from Day- 
ton to Detroit was as rapid as was practicable, considering the 
natural obstacles to be overcome. Most of them, however, charge 
the General with a vain show of military parade, in passing small riv-^ 
ers. His plan of encampment, at night, was a hollow square, defend- 
ed always by a temporary breast-work of felled trees. The troops 
received no annoyance from the enemy, on the march, if we ex- 
cept the wounding of a centinel, who was shot through the 
thighs. The army arrived at the rapids of the Miami of the lakes, 
18 miles above the mouth of the river^ on or about the 80th dt 
June. 
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The Miami of the lake is described as a fine river^ navigable 
fi>r light vessels as far as the rapids. It is formed bv the union of 
the St. Mar>'*s and the St. Joseph's, at fort Wayne ; thence it 
meanders through a rich level country, to fort Winchester, (lately 
fort Defiance) where it receives the Au Glaize from the south- 
east* Its general course is northeast : its banks are regular, high, 
but not abrupt ; sloping gradually to the viraters' edge, and covei- 
ed with a beautiful, luxuriant verdure. The channel of the river 
from the rapids to within three miles of the bay, is composed of 
limestone rock, formed into regular strata, by parallel fissures, 
Mvhich sink perpendicularly into the rock, and run trausversly 
across the river. The face of the bank, for ten or twelve feet 
above the water, is also composed of solid rock, and from its ap- 
pearance, it is evident that the current has worn the channel 
mstny feet deeper than it was in former ages. The rich open in- 
tervale, extending to the right and left as far as the eye can 
reach ; the elevation of the bank ; the beautiful Miami flowing 
rapidly through the centre of the valley, the declivities of the sur- 
rounding hills, here and there adorned with clusters of honey lo 
cust, plum trees, and bathora, clad with the wide spreading 
grape vine, present at once a romantic and interesting scenery. 
The quantity of fish, of an excellent quality, at the head of the 
rapids, is almost incredible. So numerous are they at this place,' 
that a spear thrown into the water at random will rarely mis9 
one* Several hundreds of them have been taken in a few hours. 
The soldiers of the Fort used to kill them in great quantities, with' 
clubs and stones* The river, swan creek, and the shoals of the 
hay swarm with ducks, geese, and other water fowl* The wood« 
are filled with deer, elk, and wild turkies. 

The whole length of the rapids, on both sides of the river, will- 
unquestionably, at no remote period, be lined with mills and vari- 
ous manufactories. The favorable circumstances of the situation^ 
* the water, and a very extensive navigation will invite the enter* 
prizing. Cotton, in any quantity, may be procured from Tennes- 
see, subject to a land carriage of not more than twenty miles. 
This place aflbrds a beautiful scite for a town, and there is little 
doubt, but that in a short time there will be a fiourishing village 
where fort Meigs now stands. Before the war there was a flour- 
ishing French settlement on the river, extending for several miles 
above and belpw the town. The usual yield of corn is 80 bush- 
els to the acre. There was also a small settlement on Swa& 
Creek, on the Michigan side, which falls into the Miami, seven 
miles below the fort. Within three miles, beldw the fort, ai«> 
several beautiful islands ; the largest of which contains 500 acres, 
and has been cultivated. The river Raisin is by land 34 miles 
northwardly, from fort Meigs. 
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The Miami river falls into Miami bay, which, like that of Safli 
dusky is about 15 miles long, and 12 wide. Vessels of 70 toD« 
burthen can pass the bar, at its intervale. Within the bason of 
the bay grow several thousand acres of /o//e avoine^ (wild oaU.) 
It grows in about 7 feet water ; the stalks near the roots, are 
about an inch in diameter, and grow to the height often feet ; its 
leaves above the surface of the water are like the reed cane. 
In other respects it resembles the commcm oat stalks, excepting its 
size and kernel, which is of the nature of rice, and of which the 
French people make free use in their favorite soup. Its yield is 
very abundant, being half a pint at least from every stalk. This 
valuable aquatic grain is found at the mouths of all the rivers 
which fall into the lakes west of Sandusky, as far as the south end 
of lake Michigan, and is the chief subsistence of the prodigious 
number of water-foul, which are found on these waters. 

On the 1st July Genu Hull dispatched from fort Meigs, at the 
foot of the rapids of the Miami of the lake, a schooner and a boat, 
to convey to Detroit the sick and the baggage of the army. On 
board the schooner were 60 persons, among whom were pay-mas* 
ter Lewis Dent, Capt. Short of Marietta, a Lieut, of the 4th reg* 
iment, and three of the officers' wives, the General's baggage, 
and that of most of the officers of the army, all the hospital stores^ 
and a trunk containing the official and confidential papers of the 
General. The boat was laden with sick. The schooner and 
boat were ordered to sail in company, but the schooner passed the 
boat the first night, and by some untoward fatality, which seems 
constantly to have attended this army, the schooner sailed on the 
British side of the Bois-blanc island. The enemy's armed brig 
Hunter bore down upon her, and she was also pursued by a bat* 
teau from Maiden, filled with armed men. Unconscious of the 
war, opposite fort Maiden, at 10 o'clock the next day, the schoon* 
er became an easy prize. Two of the ladies were sent to De- 
troit, the other remained with her husband, at Maiden. 

The same day, in the evening, the boat passed Maiden up a 
different channel, unmolested by the British, but harrassed by 
the Indians that night. On the 3d, at three o'clock in the after- 
noon, the boat arrived at Detroit, and its crew first knew that 
war was declared. 

The town of Detroit has been thus described : '* If is situated 
Qn the western bank of the strait, nine miles below lake St. Clair 
and eighteen above Brownstown. The town contaius about two 
hundred bouses, which are inhabited by more than one thousand 
t^o hundred souls : under one roof are often crowded several 
families. The town stands contiguous to the river, on the top of 
the bank, which is here about twenty feet high. There are sev- 
eral wooden wharves extending into the river upwards of one 
hundred feet, for the accommodation of the shipping.: the largest 



•PHfewAA. 17 

\va8 boUt by the United States, and is found Tery convenient for 
the unloading of vessels. The principal streets run parallel with 
the river, and are intersected by cross streets at right angles* 
They are wide^ but not being paved, are extremely muddy in wet 
weather ; but for the accommodation of passengers, there are 
foot ways id most of them, formed of square logs. Every house 
has a garden attached to it ; the buildings are mostly framed, 
though there are several elegant stone and brick buildings. Be- 
fore the great fire in 1806, the town was surrounded by a strong 
stockade, through which there were four gates ; two of them 
open to the wharves, the others, to the land : this defence was 'in- 
tended to repel the attacks of the Indians. 

'* The fort stands on a rise of ground two hundred yards in this 
rear of the town ; the fortifications consist of a stockade of cedar 
pickets, with bastions of enrth ; near the foot of the ditch is a row 
of abort sharp pickets, inchning outwards thirty pieces of can- 
non can be mounted on the ramparts ; the fort covert about an 
acre and an half of ground. 

'* The proximity of one house to another, from lake St. Clair to 
the river Rouge, gives the street the resemblance of the suburbs 
of a great town. The farms are only twenty rods wide on the 
river, and extend back one mile and a quarter : the same of those 
on the other rivers, as well as those on the British side. The 
country round Detroit is very much cleared. The inhabitants 
have to draw their wood a mile and a half, from the United 
States' lands, in the rear of the town. It sells m market for three 
dollars a cord ; almost every farm has an orchard : apples, pears, 
and peaches do well several hundred t>arrels of cider are annu- 
ally made, and sell as high as six dollars a barrel. The land 
rises gradually from the river to the distance of three hundrtd 
yards : then it recedes, till the country becomes low and levels 
and continues so for four or five miles, when it rises by degreesf^ 
and at this distance is represented as first rate land. 

<' The United States have a long elegant brick store at the 
water's edge, near the public warf.....this is completely filled with 
the spoils of the enemy taken on the Thames, and the arms of the 
volunteers. This building is 80 feet long, and 30 wide, and 
three stories high. 

" The streets of Detroit are generally crowded with Indians 
of various tribes, who collect here to sell their skins. 

'' The inhabitants are plentifully supplied with many kinds of 

excellent fish the white bass, nearly as large as a shad, are 

caught with seins, and in great quantities. The population is 
three-fourths of French extraction, and very few understand any 
other language. They are excessively fond of music and danc- 
ing. There is a kind of nunnery, a Roman chapel for devotion 

C 
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and singing : a wretched printing office, in which religious French 
books are printed in a rude style. Learning is almost wholly neg- 
lected." 

" The village of Sandwich lies opposite Detroit, about one and 
a half miles below Detroit garrison, and is situated on the bank of 
Detroit river. The country is settled along the river from lake 
St. Clair (ten n-iles above Sandwich) to Maiden or Amherstburg, 
sixteen miles below. This part of the country is handsomely situ- 
ated : the Land good and unbroken, with excellent roads. Fort 
Maiden is situated on a point of land at the mouth of Detroit river^ 
and commands a view of lake Erie and the main channel of the 
river. (Here were built most of the king's armed ve88e^s for 
lakes Erie and Huron.) It is a port of considerable importance, and 
it is believed the only fortification place between fort St. Joseph's, 
near the mouth of St. Mary's river, (outlet of lake Superior) and 
fort Erie. There is also a considerable settlement on the river of 
Thames, which empties into lake St. Clair, from the northeast, 
about 30 or 36 miles above Sandwich, composed principally of 
persons who have fled from the United States to escape justice. 
There are several settlements on the north side of lake Erie, but 
none of any importance except those about Long Point. 

<< The land from Detroit to lake Erie, (on the American side) 
along Detroit river, is low and marshy, and mostly uninhabited^ 
There are several islands in Detroit river, some of which are in- 
habited. 

<' The distance from Detroit through Canada (from Sandwich to 
fort Erie) must be about 300 miles. The roads are tolerable, 
though the country is new. Formerly people travelling from De- 
troit to the eastern states, w*ent this route in preference to going 
on the south side of lake Erie. 

'^ A considerable proportion of the inhabitants opposite Detroit 
are French, with some English, Scotch, Irish, &c." 

The army had arrived at Springwells, otherwise Bellefontaine, 
3 miles below Detroit, on the 6th of July. On the 6th or 7th 
the whole army marched through Detroit in the morning, and re- 
turned in the afternoon on the same day marched from 

Springwells— on the 8th or 9th marched with baggage and camp 
equippage, and encamped in the rear of the town of Detroit, and 
there remained until the 12th, when the whole army crossed in- 
to Canada. As it approached Sandwich, the peasantry there fied, 
and General Hull here erected the standard of the United States 
amid his troops of more than 2000 men, and issued the following 
proclamation : 

** Inhabitants of Canada ! After thirty years of peace and 

prosperity, the United States have been driven to arms. The ia- 
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juries and aggressions^ the insults and indignities of Great Britain 
have once more left them no alternative but raanly resistance^ or 
unconditional submission. The army under my command has in- 
vaded your country : the standard of the Union now waves over 
the territory of Canada. To the peaceoble unoffending inhabit- 
ant*, it brings neither danger nor difficulty. I come to find eue- 
mies, not to make them. I come to protect, not to injure you. 

'^ Separated by an immense ocean and an extensive wilderness 
from Great Britain, you have no participation in her councils, no 
interest in her conduct. You have felt her tyranny, you have 
seen her injustice. But J do not ask you to avenge the one, or to 
redress the other. The United States are sufficiently powerful to 
afibrd every security consistent with their rights, and your ex- 
pectations. I tender you the invaluable blessings of civil, political, 
and religious liberty, and their necessary result, individual and 
general prosperity ; that liberty which gave decision to our coun- 
cils and energy to our conduct in a struggle for independence 

^vhlch conducted us safely and triumphantly through the stormy 
period of the revohition.....tbe liberty which raised us to an 
elevated rank among the nations of the world ; and which ailbrd- 
ed us a greater measure of peace and security, of wealth and im- 
provement, than ever fell to the lot of any people. In the name 
of my country, and the authority of government, I promise you 
protection to your persons, property and rights : remain at your 
homes ; pursue your peaceful and accustomary avocations ; raise 
not your hands against your brethren. Many of your fathers 
fought for the freedom and independence we now enjoy. Being 
children, therefore, of the same family with us, and heirs to the 
same heritage, the arrival of an army of friends must be hailed 
by you with a cordial welcome. You will be emancipated from 
tyranny and oppression, and restored to the dignified station of 
freedom. Had I any doubt of eventual success, I might ask your 
assistance ; but I do not. I come prepared for every contingen- 
cy. I have a force which will break down all opposition, and that 
force is but the vanguard of a much greater.....lf, contrary to your 
own interest, and the just expectation of my country, you should 
take part in the approaching contest, you will be considered as 
enemies, and the horrors and calamities of war will stalk before 
you. If the barbarous and savage policy of Great Britain be pur- 
sued, and the savages let loose to murder our citizens, and 
butcher our women and children, this war will be a war of ex- 
termination. The first stroke of the tomahawk the first at- 

Kmpt with the scalping knife, will be the signal of one indiscrim- 
inate scene of desolation. No white man found fighting by the 

side of an Indian will be taken prisoner instant death will be 

his lot. If the dictates of reason, duty, justice and humanity 
cannot prevent the employment of a force which respects no 
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rights^ and knows no wrong, it will be prevented by a severe and 
relentless system of retaliation. 1 doubt not your courage 

and firmness I will not doubt your attacbmeut to liberty. If 

you tender your services voluntarily, they will be accepted read- 
ily. The United States offer you peace, liberty, and security. 
Your choice lies betiveen these, and war, slavery and destruction. 
Choose then, but choose wisely ; and may he who knows the 
justice of our cause, and who holds in his hand the fate of nationg, 
guide you to the result the most compatible with your rights and 
interests, your peace and happiness." 

Such, however, was the eventual influence of Gen. Hull*^ 
proclamation, that the greater part of the Canadian militia, in 
that vicinity, having at his approach fled to swamps, morasses, 
and forests, yet afterwards having acquired confidence that they 
%vere to enjoy protection, deseited their allegiance and many of 
them united under the American standard. The Indians there 
seemed^ as usual, to await the display, and the certainty of supe- 
rior power, that at last they might be found with the conquer- 
ors. 

The American troops, impatient to march into Maiden, and ir- 
ritated from delay, soon cea«ed to conceal their ardor from their 

general he was insulted to his face. 

Col. M'Arthur was detached with about 160 men to the river 
Thames,* otherwise La Trenche, which discbarges its waters in- 
to lake St. Clair, about 9 miles above, and £. N. £. from Detroit, 
where, unopposed, he captured a considerable quantity of provi- 
sion, blankets, arms, and ammunition. Another detachment, 
without obstruction, captured some hundreds of merino sheep, re- 
puted to be of the property of the Earl of Selkirk. 

Col. Cass was, on the 15th of July, detached with 280 men to 
reconnoitre the enemy's advanced posts. A bridge over Aux 
Canards, otheiwise duck river, 6 miles above Amherstburg, was 
found occupied by the enemy. The colonel having examined the 
enemy's position, ascended the river five miles to a ford, thence 
descended on the south side of the river, and on the 17th attack- 
ed and drove him. This is recorded as the first time since the 
revolutionary war, that American militia had fought British regu- 
lars. Our men attacked with great spirit. Three times the en- 
emy formed, and as often retreated. Night compelled our troops 
to relinquish the pursuit. They encamped, during the night, on 
the ground where they had fought. Col. Cass, the next day, led 
them unmolested, to the American camp. The enemy must have 
feari'd to renew the conflict. Ke could not have confided in 
his force, or fort Maiden, a principal depository, in this quarter, of 

• ; his rirer in Canatla, i% « fine stnam. nav'urabU- ior vcfstK of co«/ultrablc bunlen, afi«-r the 
p«Mijre of tlie bar at I' « moutli. orer which U»cre Ic generally »cven fcrt oJ" water. 'I'ke gun-boatu 
astentltU i i n^'d^'* Trom iu mouiL. 



THE WAR. 21 

men and munitions of war, and within five miles, as Col. Cars 
would have disturbed his repose. Col. Cass, as a luminous body, 
shone from behind the cloud which hung in the west. He mark- 
ed its confines, while his brightness displayed the adjacent dark- 
ness with greater horrors. Other small detachmeuts were after- 
wards occasionally sent to the river Aux Canards, further to dis- 
cover the force of the enemy, and the position and strength of his 
works. Hence there was frequent skirmishing in the vicinity of fort 
Maiden. The Americans at one time had seven menkilled, and ten 
wounded. A horse of Col. M'Arthur was shot under him. The 
Q^ueen Charlotte, at anchor oiTthe mouth of Aux Canards, fired 
several broadsides at our troops. On one of these reconnoitering 
excursions Col. M'Arthur and Capt. Puthoff very narrowly escaped 
an ambush of the Indians. 

On the 4th of Aug. Maj. Van Home, with 200 men, principally 
riflemen, was detached to march to the river Rasin, to escort a 
convoy of provisions to the army. At Brownstown, nearly oppo- 
site fort Maiden, and near the mouth of the river Rasin, a large 
body of Indians had ambushed, and, at the short distance of fifty 
yards, fired upon this detachment, which was thrown into disor- 
der, and thus retreated. Major Van Home attempted, but in 
Tain, to rally them. He lost seventeen of his party, of whom 
four were captains, and three lieutenants. 

This attempt having been unfortunate in its result. Col. Miller, 
on the 8th of Aug. with 600 men, was sent to protect the same 
provisions in transportation, under the insufficient escort of Capt. 
Brush. This detachment was composed of regular troops, and of 
volunteer militia from Ohio and Michigan. 

On the 9th, about 4 o'clock, P. M. the vanguard, commanded 
by Capt. Snelling, was fired upon by an extensive line of British 
troops and Indians, at the lower end of the village of Magaugo, 
14 miles from Detroit. At this time the main body were march- 
ing in two columns, at the distance of half a mile. Capt. Snelling 
maintained his position in a most gallant manner, under a very 
beavy fire, until the line was formed and advanced to his relief, 
when the whole, except the rear guard, was brought into action. 
The enemy were formed behind a brest-work of felled trees, 
which they had been, during several days preparing. The mo- 
ment Col. Miller had brought up his troops in line, the enemy 
sprung from their hiding places, and formed in line of battle. A 
scene that would appal the stoutest heart now presented itselC 
The Americans had to contend with a force one third greater 
than their own. Five hundred Indians almost entirely naked, 
were fighting on almost every side, led on and encouraged by 
British officers and savage chiefs. 

But American valour rose superior to every thing. Our troops 
charged and drove the enemy inch by inch, two miles, to the village 
of Brownstown, where the British took to their boats, and the In- 
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diani to the woodt^ Wh«n the enemy were in full rout. Col. 
Miller directed a troop of cavalry to charge and cut tbem up...»« 
but they could not he made to advance, although Capt. Snelling 
offered to head them in person. Thig covc^ardice of the cavalry 
alone saved the enemy from total destruction, for the British vi^ere 
in complete disorder, and their guns unloaded. 

Col. Miller having thus opened the way^ was determined to 
push on to the river Rasin, but received a prereroptory order from 
Gen. Hull to return to Detroit, which he obeyed the day after the 
battle. On their return towards Detroit, our troops were frequent-^ 
]y fired upon from the brig Hunter, which took several positions 
for that puroose ; even the wounded who were conveyed hi wag- 
gons, were inhumanely fired upon. 

The allies lost in the battle of Magaugo, about 100 killed and 
twice that number wounded. They were commanded by Maj. 
Muir of the British regulars, who was wounded. Tecumseh, 
Marpot, and Walk-in-the-water, directed the Indians. 

The Americans bad 18 killed, and 58 wounded : thus was 
much blood spilt without achieving the object of the detachment. 
Too much praise cannot be bestowed on the officers and men gen- 
erally, engaged in that eonfiict. Col. Miller proved himself by 
his courage and judicious arrangements, equal to a more responsi- 
ble command. Capt. Baker was wounded in the leg. Lieut. Lar- 
abee lost an arm. These officers distinguished themselves. Capts. 
Delandre and Brevoort, of the Michigan volunteers conducted in 
a brave and soldier-like manner. 

On the 8th of Aug. Gen. Hull retreated from Canada to De- 
troit : on the 15th he was challenged by Gen. Brock to surren- 
der, and on the l^th he surrendered himself, his army, fort De- 
troit, and the Michigan Territory, according to the articles of 

capitulation and under the circumstances detailed in his letters, 

and that of Col. (now Gen.) Cass, all which, as public documents, 
are here subjoined. 

CAPITULATION. 

Article 1st. Fort Detroit^ with all the troops, regulars as well 
as militia, will be immediately surrendered to the British forces 
under the command of Maj. Gen. Brock, and will be considered 
prisoners of war, with the exception of such of the militia of the 
Michigan territory, as have not joined the army. 

Article 2d. All public stores, arms and public documents, in- 
cluding every thing also of a public nature, will be immediately 
given up. 

Article 3d. Private property and private persons of every de- 
scription will be respected. 

Article 4th. His excellency Brig. Gen. Hull having expressed 
a desire that a detachpient from the state of Ohio on its way to 
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join his army, as well as one sent from fort Detroit, under the 
command of Col. M'Arthor, should be included in the above stip- 
ulation, it is accordingly agreed to. It it however to be under- 
stood, that such parts of the Ohio militia as huve not joined the 
army, will be permitted to return home, on condition that they 
will not serve durmg the war...,.their arms, however, wUi be de- 
livered up, if belonging to the public. 

ArttQle 5th. The garrison will march out at the hour of 12 
o'clock this day, and the British forces take immediate possession 
of the fort. J. M'DOWELL, Lt. CoU Militia B. A. D. C. 

J. B. CRAIG, Maj. A. D, C. 
Approved. WILLIAM MULL, Brig. Gen. 

Commanding the N. W. army. 
JAMES MILLER, Lt. Col. 
5th U. S. Infantry. 
E. BRUSH, Col. 1st Reg. 
Michigan Militia. 
Approved. ISAAC BROCK, Maj. Gen. 

The army at 12 o'clock this day will march out of the east 
gate, where they will stack their arms and will be then subject 
to the articles of capitulation. WM. HULL, Brig. Gen. 

Commanding N. W. army. 
(Capitulation herewith published.) 
An , article supplementary to the articles of capitulation con* 
eluded at Detroit, 16th August, 1812. 

It is agreed that the officers and soldiers of the Ohio militia 
and volunteers shall be permitted to proceed to their respective 
homes, on this condition, that they are not to serve during the 
present war, unless they are exchanged. 

(Signed) W. HULL, Brig. Gen. 

Commanding N. W. army. 
ISAAC BROCK, Maj. Gen. 
An article in addition to the supplementary article of the capit- 
ulation conchided at Detroit, 16th Aug. 1812. 

It is further agreed that the officers and soldiers of the Michi- 
gan militia and volunteers, under the command of Major Weth- 
erell, shall be placed on the same principles as the Ohio volun- 
teers and militia are placed by the supplementary article of the 
16th mst. 

(Signed) W. HULL, B.ig. Gen. 

Commanding N. W. army U. S. 

ISAAC BROCK, xMaj. Gen. 

GEN. HULL'S LETTERS. 

Fort GeorgCy Aug. 26, 1812. 
SlR.....Enc1osed are the articles of capitulation, by which the fort 
of Detroit has been surrendered to Major Gen. Brock, command- 
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'Tag his Britannic majesty's forces in Upper Canaida, and by ^h!ch 
the troops have become prisoners of war. My situation at pres- 
ent forbids me from detailing the particular causes which have 
led to this unfortunate event. 1 will, however, generally observe, 
that after the surrender of Michillimackinac, almost every tribe and 
nation of Indians> excepting a part of the Miamies and Dela- 
wares, north from beyond lake Superior, west from beyond the 
Mississippi, south from the Ohio and Wabash, and east from every 
part of Upper Canada, and from all the intermediate country, 
joined in open hostility under the British standard, against the ar- 
my I commanded, contrary to the most solemn assurances of a 
large portion of them to remain neutral ; even the Ottawa chiefs 
from Arbecrotch, who formed the delegation to Washington the 
last summer, in whose triendship 1 know you had great confi- 
dence, are among the hostile tribes, and several of them distin- 
guished leaders. Among the vast number of chiefs who led the 
hostile bands, Tecumseh, Marpot, Logan, Walkin-the-water, 
Split-log, &c. are considered the principals. This numerous as- 
semblage of savages, under the entire influence and direction of 
the British commander, enabled him totally to obstruct the only 
communication which I had with my country. This communica- 
tion had been opened from the settlements in the state of Ohio, 
two hundred miles through a wilderness, by the fatigues of the 
army which I marched to the frontier on the river Detroit. The 
body of the lake being commanded by the British armed ships, 
and the shores and rivers by gun-boats, the army was totally de- 
prived of all communication by water. On this extensive road is 
depended for transportation of provisions, military stores, medi- 
cine, clothing, and every other supply, on pack-hors&s.....All ita 
operations were successful until its arrival at Detroit, and in a few 
days it passed into the enemy's country, and all opposition seem- 
ed to fall before it. One month it remained in possession of this 
country, and was fed from its resources. In different directions 
detachments penetrated sixty miles in the settled part of the prov- 
ince, and the inhabitants seemed satisfied with the change of situ- 
ation, which appeared to be taking place the militia from Am- 

herstburg were daily deserting, and the whole country, then un- 
der the controul of the army, was asking for protection. The In- 
dians generally, in the first instance, appeared to be neutralized, 
and determined to take no part in the contest. The fort of Am- 
herstburg was eighteen miles below my encampment: Not a 
single cannon or mortar was on wheels suitable to carry before 
that place. I consulted my officers, whether it was expedient to 
make an attempt on it with the bayonet alone, without cannon 
to make a breach in the first instance. The council I called was 

of the opinion it was not The greatest industry was exerted in 

making preparation, and it was not until the 7th of Aug. that two 
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34-p(m»Atr«> tni tkre» bowHa^n were prfptted* U wu thea 
aay inteBtioa to iiave proceecie4 ob |b« eoterprize. While the 
operaliotti of tbe army wt re ilelayed by tbete prepiiratioiM^ the 
clouds of adversity bad beea for tome time^ and seexied still 
afakUy to be gatherbif arouad oie. Tbt surrender of MichiUi- 
mttckioac opeued the oortbera bive of Indiaasj and they wera 
arwarming down in every direction* Reinforcements from Niaga* 
n had arrived at Amherstbnrg under the command of Colonel 
Proctor. Tbe desertion oi the militia ceased. Besides the rein- 
forceaaents that came by water^ I received information of a very 
eoDsiderable force under the comatiaad of Maj. Chambers^ on the 
river Le French^ with four field-pieces, and collecting the militia 
on his route^ evidently designed for Amherstburg; and in addi- 
tion to this combination^ and increase of force, contrary to all 
n^y expectations, tbe Wyaodoti, Cbippewas, Ottawas, Pottawata^ 
xniet, Munsees, Delawares, &c wit hwhom I had the post friend^ 
]y intercourse, at once passed over to Amherstburg, and accepted 
the tomahawk and scalping knife. There being now a vast num-> 
bcr of Indiaos at tbe Sritish post, they were sent to tbe river Hu< 
TOO, Browastown, and Magaugo, to intercept my communication. 
To open tbi$ coasmunicatiop, I detached Maj. Vanhorne, of the 
Ohio volunteers, with two hundred men to proceed as far as the 
river Bashi, under an expectation he would meet Captain Brushy 
vrith one hundred and fifty men, volunteers from the state of Ohio, 
and a quantity of provision for the army. An ambuscade was 
formed at Brownstown, and Maj* Vanhorne^s detachment defeat- 
ed, and returned to camp without efiecting the object of the expe* 
dition. 

In my letter of the 7th inst. you have the particulars of that 
transactioa with a return of tbe killed and wounded. Under this 
auddeo and unexpected cbani^ of things, and having received an 
ozprese.ffom Gen. Hall, commanding opposite the British shore 
on the Niagaffa river, by which it appeared that there was no 
prospect of any cooperation from that quarter, and the two senior 
officers of tbe artillery having stated to me an opinion that it 
would beiextrismely difficult, if npt impossible to pass the Turkey 
river and river Aux Cannard, with the 24 pQUoders, and that they 
cmM not be transported by water, as tbe Quejen Charlotte, which 
gvrried eighteen 24 pounders, lay in the river Detroit above the 
mouth of the river Aux Cannard : and as it appeared indispensa* 
My necessary to open the commimication to the river Rasin and 
the Miami, I found myself compelled to suspend the operation 
against Amherstburg, and concentrate the main force of tbe army 
at Detroit. Fully intending at that time, after tbe comnmnica- 
Hon was opened, to re*cross the river, and pursue the object at 
Amherstburg, and stcongly desirous (^ coa(tinu^lg protection to a 

D 
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Tery large number of the infaabitaiifs of Upper CaAtda^ wko Imtf 
voluntarily accepted it untier my proctanMtioD, 1 ««tabHihe4 a foiw 
tress on the banks of the HVer^ a liitie below l>etroit^ calculated 
for a garrison of tbree hundred men. 

On tbe evening^ of the 7tb^ and UKHtfing of the 8th' iost. the 
afmy, excepting the garrison of 250 infantry, and a oorps of ar-^ 
lilierist^j all under th« eomniaii^ of Maj. Benney, of the Ohio 
volunteers^ recrossed the river, and encamped at Detroit. . Ii» 
pursuance of the object of opening the oomnKinkation, on whicfar 
I considered the existence of the army depending, a detachment . 
of 600 men, under- the coramtnd of Lieut. 0»lr Miller, was 
immediatety ordered. 

For a partioi^arttccoanf of the proceedings of this detaehmenV 
and the memorable battle which was fbught at Magaugc^ whieh 
reflects the highest honour on the AmeTicafr arms, 1 r^r you to 
my letter of the lath of Aug. inst. a diq>licate of which it enclosed, 
xnaikod Q. Nothing, however, but honour was acqoired by this 
victory; and it it a painful • contideration, that tfae41ood of 76 
gallant men could only open the eommuntcation, as far as tha 
points of their bayonets extended. The necessary care of the 
eick and wounded, and af very eevere etorm of rain, rendered tiieir 
return to camp indispensably necessary lor their own comfort. 
Captain Brush, with hia soraH detechment, and the povisions be- 
ing still at the river Ratin, and in- a situation to be destroyed by 
the savaget, on the 13th insti in the evening, I permitted G>ls. 
M' Arthur and Cass to select from their regiment 40Q of their 
most effective men, and proceed on an apper route through the 
woods, which I had sent an express to Capt. Brush to take, and 
bad directed the militia of the river Rasin fo accompany bim as a 
reinforcement. ' The force of the eMemy contmually increasing,r 
and the necessity of opening the communication, and acting on 
the defensive becoming more apparent, I had, previouc lo deUch- 
ing Cols. M'Arthur and Cass on the 11th inst. evacuated and de* 
stroyed the fort on the opposite bank. On the ISlh, in the even-, 
ing. Gen. Brock arrived at Amheistborg, about the hour Colt. 
M'Arthur and Cass marched, of wfaiab, at that time^ I had re- 
ceived no information. 

On the 15th I received a -sommont from him totmrrendar- 
fort Detroit, of which the paper marked A is a copy. My astwiw 
is marked B. At this time I had received no iiriormation from 
Cols. M' Arthur and Cass. An exptett wat immediately sent, 
strongly escorted, with orders for them to return. On the Idtb, 
as soon as Gen. Brock received my letter, his batteries opened oa 
the town and fort, and continued until evening. In the evening 
all tbe British ships of war came nearly as far up the river as 
Sandwich, three miles below Detroit, At day light, on the 16th, 
(at which time I had received no mformatkm from Cols. M'Arthw 
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uh) Cats, my expresses tent the evening befcre^ tnd in the aightj 
JMiviogbetupreneoted kom paimg by mtmerous bodiei of In* 
dians) the camioiitde recomneacedj and in a ihort time I leceiv- 
ed infermttioD that the Britkh amy and Indtant were landing b^ 
low the Spriiig<*wetU^ under tbeoover of their slript of war. Ax 
this time the i^hde effective ibree-at mydiapoeal at Detroit, did 
jK>t exceed 'eight hiuMbred men. Being new troopi, and unaccua* 
tomed.to a camp Hfe : having performed a teboriout inarch ; haw 
ing been engaged m a number of baitlet and ricirmhiheay in which 
many had &llen, and more had received woundt, in addition t6 
vrhich a large nuniber being siek and unprovided with' medicine^ 
and the comforts- necessary for their situation ; are the gc^neral 
eaases (^ which the strength of the army was thus reduced. The 
fort at tbiatime was filled with women, children, and the old and d«f- 
crepid peopk of the town and country ; they were unsafe in the 
towo^ as it was entirely open and exposed to the enemy^ batto- 
Ties. Back of the.lbrt, above oi below it, there was no salety Ihr 
them on account of the Indians. In the first instance the enemy% 
fire was principaily directed against our batteries ; towards the 
«losej it was directed against the fort alone, and almost every shot 
4iBd sfaeH had their e&cl. . . . i 

It now became necessary either to ighttbe enemy in the field'; 
aottect the whole force in the fort ; or pr<^x>ie terms of capitula* 
lion. I CGiild not have carried Into the field more than six hut>- 
^h«d men, and left any adequate force in the fort. There were 
landed at that time of the enemy a regular force of much more 
than that number, and twice the number of Indians. Considering 
this great mequality of force, I did not think it expedient to ad- 
opt the first measure. The second must hare been attended' with 
a great sacrifice of :bloody and no posnble advantage, because the 
contest ooutd not have been sustained more than a day for the want 
of powder, and hot a very few days forthe want of provisions. In 
addition to this. Cols. M'Artfaur and Cass would have been in a 
most hazardous situation. I feared nothing but the last alterna- 
tive. I have dared to adopt' it..... I well know the high responsi- 
. bility of the measure^ and I take the whole of it on mysdf. It 
was dictated by a sense of duty, and a full conviction of its ex- 
pediency. The bands of savages which had then joined the Brit- 
4sh force were numerous beyond any former example. Theh* 
numbers have since increased^ and the history of the barbarians of 
the north of Europe doet not fdrnbh examples of more greedy vi- 
olence than these savages have exhibited. A iai^e portion of the 
hrave and gallant oflScers and men I commanded wouM cheerfully 
have contested until the last cartridge had been expended, and the 
bayonets worn to the sockets. I could not cooseat to the useless 
sacrifice of snob brave men, when I knew.it was impossible for 
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flole to teulaiD nqr tHuttknu It was inpottiUe io tlw mtiire of 
things tfott tn army could ht¥e lieeii fariMhed witfa tiw neeettn- 
fy fuppliet of proviebo, military' atorea^ dotbin^ aad eoafNta for 
afae tick, on pack-horses^ through a wHdemen of two hundred 
iftilesy AUed with hostile savages. It was impossiUe^ str^ that ahJis 
little arqoy, worn down by fatigue^ hjr sickaeia, by Wowidt, aad 
deathSyCOttid have supported itself, 90t only against the coUeoted 
ioroe o^ aU the nortMrn natkins of lodiatis ; but against the soiled 
ftreagth of Upper Canada, whose population oonaistsof more thaa 
twenty times the Bomber contaiied m the territory of Mschigaa^ 
aided by the principal part of fhe regular forces of the provinces 
iad the wealth and infaea(:e of the North West and other trad- 
ing estah^dunents aaK>i||f the Indians, which have in their em- 
floyiKent and under their entire controd i»ore than two thousand 
white Aden, Before I dose this despatch, it is a duty I o^e my 
respectable associajk^s hi comaaand. Cots. M'Arthur, Fmdly,. Cass, 
«i4Lt Col.Maier,to express my obligatione to thsm for the proinpt 
Md judtoidusQBaimer in wMeh they have performed then* respective^ 
duties. Jf o\ight has takeQ place during the cadspa^n, which Is 
hohouraWe to the army, these o&cttt are entitled to a large share 
of it. U the last act should be disappro?ed, no part tf tlie ceoaure 
bekmfn h> them. I have likewise to express my QJbtigationB to 
Gren« Taj^er, who has performed the duty of qnarler^master-geo- 
era), for his great ^exertions in procunng every ttnog in his depart- 
s|ient which it was possible to furnish for the convenience of the 
army ; likewise to brigade major Jessup, fot the correct and |nme-~ 
tual manner in which he has discharged his duty ; and to the army 
generally for their exertion, and the teal they have mamfesteil 
for the public interest. The death of Dr. Foster, soon afler he «r; 
rived at Detroit, was a severe misfortune to the army ; it woe iB« 
ereased by the capture of the Chachaga packet, 1^ whioh the 
medicine and ho^>ital stores were lost. He waft commenomf 
the best arrangements in the department of which be was the 
principal, with the very small means which be possessed. IwasHbe- 
wise deprived of the necessary services of Capt. Partridge by sick- 
Siess, the only oSker of the corps of engmeers attached to the ar- 
my. 

AU the officers and men have gone to their respective homei^ 
except the fourth Umted States' regiment, and a smaU part of the 
.ftrst, and Capt. Dyson's con^ny of artillery. Capt. D^ compa- 
ny was left at Amherstburg, and the others are with me prifon- 
crs.....they amount to about 340. 

I have only to solicit an investigatiota of my conduct, as early 
as my situation^ and the state of tUngs will admit ; and to add the 
further re<|aest, that the government w9l not be unmindful of my 
associates in captivity, and of the fomilias of those brave men who 
have fallen in the contestt 
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I have Uie hoaoiid: to be vieiy reapectfuUyj your iiiQSt ob^die^t 
tffvanU 

W. HULL, Brig. Gea- 
a^mmtuidin^ the Ncrth fVf^stern army of the U. State$^. 
Hob. W. £u8l;id4 Secretary of ili^ Depattmeot of war* 

The faUo^vrag are tte lettera aUnded to in tte piieeediiig dit^ 

ifffhdwtcft, Itth Jug. Idl2i 

Sir On the 4tli msh Maj/Van Horhe, of CoK Findley's Re|. 

iment of Ohio Volunteers was detached fronri this army, with tha 
command of 200 men, principalty riflemen, to proceed to the riv- 
erRasin, and further, if necessary, to meet and reinforce Capt. 
Brush, of the state of Ohio, commanding a company of volun- 
teers, and escorting provisions for this army. At Brownstown a 
large body of Indians had formed an ambuscade, and the Msyor't 
detachment received a heavy fire, at a distance of fifty yards frolii 
tlie enemy. The whole detachment retreated in disoi'der. Maj. 
Van Horiie made ev^ijr exertion to form, and prevent the retreat, 
tliat was possible for a brave and gai]lant officer, Ixit witlMWit lUe- 
cess. By the return of kiffed and wounded it will be perceived 
that the loss of officers was uncommonly great. Their efibrtt t© 
rally their compahies was the occasion of it. 

I am very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 

W. HULL. 
' Hon. Wm. EcSTlS, Sec. &c. ic. 4c. 

Report of killed in Maj, r&n Horn*s defeat. 
CaptBliii.«».6iicfarJtt, Uilery, M'Caliotigh^ of the tpies, BcantUr 
acveraly uroittKled» and ooC expacted to recover ^ce dead) 4 
Idevteaaoit Pentz, t 

Saiigna.«...Eloby and AUUfofiy 

Ten privates 10 

j^tiai6«r ifituamded at yetimknowtu Total loss 19 

Detroit, 13tA ^g. 1812. 
SlR..«..The main body of the army having re-crossed the river 
Detroit, on the night and morning of the Bth mst. six hundred 
men ^ere immediately detached under the command of Lieut- 
Col. Miller, to open the communication to the river Rasin, and 
protect the provisions, which were onder the escort of Capt. Brush. 
This detachment consisted of the 4th United States' regiment, 
and two small detachments under the command of Lieut. Stanshu- 
ry and Ensign M*Labe of the Ist regiment: detachments from 
the Ohio and Michigan volunteers, a corps of artillerists, with one 
six pounder and a howitzer, under tlte command of Lieut. Bast- 
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maD^ and a part of Captains Smith and Sloan's cavalry^ COM^' 
mauded by Capt. Sloan^ of the Ohio volunteers. 

Lieutenant Col. Miller marched from Detroit on the afternooa 
of the 8th instant^ and on the 9th, about four o'cdock, P. M. 
the van gdard commanded by Capt. Soelliof of the 4th Umiad 
States' regiment, was fired on by an extensive line oi Britiah 
troops and Indians at the lower part of the Maguago, about fouf* 
teen miles from Detroit. At this time the main body was , niaircli- 
ing in two columns, ^nd Capf. Snelliog maintained his position in 
a moat gallant manner, under a very heavy fire, onlil the Ime 
was formed and advanced to the ground he occupied, when the 
whole, excepting the rear guard, was brought into action. The 
enemy were formed behind a temporary breast-work of logs, .the 
Indians extending in a thick wood on their left. 

Lieutenant Colonel Miller ordered, his whole line to advance, 
and when within a small distance of the enemy made a general 
discharge, and proceeded with charged bayonets, when the British 
line and Indians commenced a retreat. They were pursued in 
a most vigorous manner about two miles, and pursuit discontinu- 
ed only on apcount of the fatigue of the troof;^, the approach of 
evening, and the necessity of returning to take care of the wound- 
ed. The judicious arrangements made by Lieut. Col. Miller, and 
the gallant manner in which they were executed, justly entitle 
him to the highest honour. From the moment the line com^ 
menced the fire, it continually moved on, and the enemy mam- 
tained their position until forced at the point of the bayonet...*. 
The Indians on the left, under the command of Tecumseh, fought 
with great obstinacy, but were continually forced and compelled 
to retreat. The victory was complete in every part of the line, 
and the success would have been more brilliant had the cavalry 
charged the enemy on the retreat, when a most favourable oppor- 
tunity presented. Although orders were given for the purpose, 
onfortunately they were not executed. Majors Van Home and 
Morrison, of the Ohio volunteers, were associated with Lieut. 
CoL Miller, as field officers in this command, and were highly 
distinguished by their exertions in forming the line, and the firm 
and intrepid manner they led their respective commands to ac- 
tion. 

Captain Baker of the first United States' regiment, Capt. Ere- 
vort of the 2d, and Capt. Hull of the 13th, my aid-de>camp, and 
Lieut. Whistler of the 1st, requested permission to join the detach- 
ment as volunteers. Lieut. Col. Miller assigned commands to 
Capt. Baker and Lieut. Whistler : Capts. Brevort and Hull, at his 
request, attended his person and aided him in the general engage- 
ments. Lieut. Col. Miller has mentioned the conduct of these of* 
ficers in terms of high approbation. In addition to the captain) 
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wbo bsYe been Bamedj Lieut* CoL MiUer har mentiooed Captains 
Barton and Fuller of the 4th regiment^ Captaini Saunders and 
Brown of the Ohio volunteers^ and Capt. Delandre of the Michi- 
gan voliHiteers, wIk> were attached to bis command — and distin- 
giMthed by their valour. It is impossible far me^ in this commo^ 
Dicatiof), to do justice to the officers and soldieia^ who gained the* 
▼Ictory which I have described. They have acquired high hon- 
our to themselTes and are justly entitled to the gratitude of their 
country, 

Maj. Muir, of the 41 st British regiment^ commanded the Brit- 
ish in this action* The regulars and volunteers consisted of about 
fbor hundred, and a larger number of Indians* Maj. Muir and 
two subalterns were wounded, one of them since dead* About 
farty Indians were found dead on the fiekJ, and Tecumseh tiieir 
leader was slightly wounded. The number of wounded Indian* 
who escaped has not been ascertained* Four of Maj. Muir's de* 
taehment have been made prisoners, and 15 of the 41st regi- 
ment killed and wounded. The militia and volunteers attached 
to his command were in the severest part of the action, and their 
toas must have been great.— .it has not yet been ascertamed. 
I have the hraour to be, your most obedient servant, 

W. HULL, Brig. Gen. 
CooEimanding N* W* army* 

Hon* Wm* EUBTIS, Secretary of War* 

Return qf killed tmd vsmnded in the action fought near Ma-, 
guago, Aug. 9tb, 1812. 

4th United States' regiment...- 10 non-commissioned officers 
iind privates killed, and 45 wounded : Capt* Baker of the 1st reg^ 
iment of infantry : Lieut. Larabee of the 4th; Lieut* Peters of 
the 4th : Ensign ^^liLstler of the 17tb, doing duty in the 4th : 
Lieut* Silly, and an Ensign, whose name has not been returned 
to roe, were wounded* 

In the Ohio and Michigan volunteers 8 were killed, and 16 
wou nded* 

WM. HULL. 

COLONEL CASS> LETTER* 

Waskingtanj Sept. lOtA, 1812* 
SiR....*Havingbeen ordered on to this place bj Col.M'Arthur,for 
the purpose of communicating to the government such particulars 
respecting the expedition lately conimanded by Brigadier Gen. 
Hull, and its disastrous result, as might enable them correctly to 
appreciate the conduct of the officers and men ; and to develope 
the causes which produced so foul a stain upon the national char- 
acter, I have the honour to submit for your consideration the fol- 
Ibwing statement: 
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When the forc«8 hnieA in Canaddy they fasded v^itb aa »-< 
dent zenly and ttinmlated with the bo^ of conqueit* No enemy 
appeared within view of us, and had an imnnediate aod vigorova 
attack been made upon Maiden^ it would donbtleAr kwe firilen 
an easy vietbry. I know Gen. HuU afterwards declared he re^ 
fretted this attadt bad not been made, and be bad every 
reason to believe success would have crowned his effi>rts...... 

The reason given for delaying our operations were to mount our 
heavy cannon^ and to afford the Canadian militia time and op- 
portunity to ^if an obnoxious service. In the course of two 
weeks the number of their militia, who were embodied, had de- 
creased by desertion from six hundred to one hundred men ; and, 
in the course of three weeks, the cannon were mounted, the am* 
munition fixed, and every preparation made for an tntmediate in- 
vestment of the fort. At a council, at which were present ail 
the field officers, and which was held two days before our prep^ 
arfttions were completed, it was unanimously agreed to make an 
immediate attempt to accomplish the object of the expedition. If 
l)y waiting two days we contd have the service of our heavy ar* 
tillery, it was agreed to wait ; if not| It was determined to go 
without it, and to attempt the pla^ by storm. This opihion appear- 
ed to correspond with the views of the General, and the day was 
appointed for commencing our march. He declared to me^ that 
he considered himselt pledged to lead the army to Maiden* The 
ammunition was placed in the waggons ; the cannon were en^ 
barked on board the floating batteries, and every requisite article 
was prepared. The spirit and zeal, the ardour and animation dis- 
played by the officers and men, on learning the near accomplish- 
ment of their wishes, was a sure and sacred pledge, that in the 
hour of trial they would not be wanting in their duty to their 
country and to themselves. But a change of measures, in op- 
position to the wishes and opinions of all the officers was ad- 
opted by the General. The plan of attacking Maiden was aban* 
doned, and instead of acting offensively, we broke up our camp„ 
evacuated Canada, and re-crossed the river in the night, without 
even the shadow of an enemy to injure us. We left to the ten- 
der mercy of the enemy the miserable Canadians who had joined 
us, and the protection we afforded them was but a passport ta 
vengeance. This fatal and unaccountable step dispirited the 
troops, and destroyed the little confidence which a series of timid. 
Irresolute^ and indecisive measures had left in the commanding 
officer. 

About the tenth of August, the enemy received a reinforoeuient 
ef four hundred men. On the 12th the oonnnanding officers ef 
three regiments (the fourth was absent) were tsibrmed through a 
tnedhim which admitted of no doubt, that the General had stated 
that a capitulation would be necessary. They on the aame dajr 
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aMrelsed to Gov. Meigs (rf'Ohio, a letter^ of whieh the foUowiog 
it an extract : - , 

''Believe all the bearer will tell you. Believe tt^ however it 
may astonish you^ as much as if it had been told by one of us....* 

Elven a c is talked of by the • 

The bearer will fill the vacancy.'' 

The doubtful fate of this letter rendered ft necessary to use. cir- 
cumspect ion m its details, and therefore these blanks were left. 
Tbe word <' capitulation'' will fill the first, and '' commanding 
general," ^the other. As no enemy was near us, and as the supe- 
riority of our force was manifest, we could see no necessity for 
capitulating, nor any propriety in alluding to it. We therefore 
determined in the last resort, to incur the responsibiKty of divest* 
iag the general of his command. This plan was eventually pre* 
vented by two of the commanding ofiScers of regiments being or* 
dered upon detachments. 

On the 13th the British took a position opposite to Detroit, and 
began to throw up works. During that and the two following 
days, they puTSued their object without interruption and establish- 
ed a battery for two 18 pounders and an 8 inch howitzer....^ 
About sunset on the evening of the 14th, a detachment of 350 
men from the regiments commanded by CoLM'Arthur and myself, 
was ordered to march to the river Rasin, to escort some provi- 
sioDS, which had some time remained there protected by a par- 
ty under the command of Capt. Brush. 

On Saturday, the i5th, about 1 o'clock, a flag of truce arrived 
from Sandwich, bearing a aommona from Gen. Brock for the suf- 
fenderof the town and fort of Detroit, stating he could no longer 
restrain the fury of the savages. To this an immediate and, spir- 
ited refusal was returned. About four o'clock their batteries be* 
g^n to play upon the town. The fire was returned and continu- 
ed without interruption, and with little e&ct till dark. Their 
shells were thrown till eleven o'clock. 

At day light firing on both sides recommenced ; about the 
same time the enemy began to land troops at the Springwells, 
three miles below Detroit, protected by two of their armed ves- 
sels. Between and 7 o'clock they effected their landing, and 
ipsmediately took up their line of march. They moved in a close 
cohimn of platoons, twelve in front, upon the bank of tbe river. 

The fourth regiment was stationed in the fort ; the Ohio vol* 
witaers and a part of the Michigan militia, behind some pickets, in 
a situation in which the whole flank of the enemy would have 
b^en exposed. The residue of the Michigan militia were in the up- 
fer part of the town to resist tb^ incursions of the savages. Two 
24 pQ|!nders, . Wded with graf ^ shot, were posted on a com- 
adandiog eminence, ready to sweep the advancing column. In 
tbk situatioo# the superiority of our position waa apparent, and 

E 
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our troop?, in the eager expectation of victory, awaited the ap- 
proach of the enemy. Not a discontent broke upon the ear : aoc 
^ look of cowardice met the eye. Every man expected a proud 
day for his country, and each was anxious that his individual es- 
ertion should contribute to the general result. 

When the head of their column arrived within about five hun- 
dred yards of our line, orders were received from Gen. Hull for 
the whole to retreat to the fort, and for the twenty-four peundert 
not to open upon the enemy. One univerial burst of indignation 
was apparent upon the receipt of this order. Those, whose coo- 
rirtion was the deliberate result of a dispassionate examination ot 
passing events, saw the folly and impropriety of crowding 1 lOO 
men into a little work which 300 men could fully man, and into 
which the shot and shells of the enemy were falling. The fort 
was in this manner filled ; the men were directed to stack their 

arms, and scarcely was an opportunity afforded of moving 

Shortly a white fiag was hung oat upon^the walls. A British of- 
ficer rode up to inquire the cause. A cotnmunication passed be- 
tween the commanding Generals, which ended id the capitula* 
tion submitted to you. In Entering into this capitulation the Gen- 
eral took' counsel from his own feelings only. Not an officer was 
consulted. Not one anticipated a surrender till he saw the white 
fiag displayed. Even the women were indignant at so shamefiil 
a degradation of the American character, and all felt as they 
should have felt, but he who held in his hands the reins of author- 

Our morning report had that morning made Qur eiFective mea 
present fit for duty 1060, without including the detachment t>e- 
fore alluded to, and without including 300 of the Michigan mili- 
tia on duty. About dark on Saturday evening the detachment 
sent to escort the provisions, received several orders from Gen. 
Hull to return with as niuch expedition as possible. About tea 
o'clock the next day they arrived within sight of Detroit. Had a 
firing been heard, or any resistance visible, they would have iai- 
mediately advanced and attacked the vear of the enemy. The 
situation in which this detachment was placed, although the re- 
sult of accident, was the best for annoying the enemy and cuttnig 
ofiT his retreat that could have been selected. With his raw troope^ 
enclosed between two fires, and no hopes of succor^ it it hazard- 
ing little to say, that very few would have escaped. 

I have been informed by Col. Findley, who saw the return of 
their quarter-master- general the day after the surrender, that their 
whole force of every description, white, red, and blacky was 103CK 
They had tw*enty-nine platoons, twelve in a platoon, of men 
dressed in uniform. Many of these were evidently Canadian mi^ 
litia. The rest of the militia increased their white force to about 
seven hundred men. The number of their Indians could not be 
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Meitaiiied wilb«jiy degree of precUkMi ; not imuiy wen; vUble. 
And in the event of an attack upon the town and fort^ it was a 
q>ecie8 of force which couid have affi>rded no material advantage 
to the en«?niy. 

In endeavouring to appreciate the motiFei and to investigate 
Ihe caoses which led to an event so unexpected and dishonoura- 
ble, it is impossiUe to find any solution in the relative strength of 
the contending partftes> or in the measures of resistance in our 
power. That we were far superior to the enemy ; that upon 
any ordinary principles of calculation we would have defeated 
them, the wounded and indignant feelings of every man there 
will testify. 

A few days before the surrender^ I was informed by 6en« Hull 
that we had 400 rounds of 24 pound shot fixed^apd about, lOO^OQQ. 
cdrtridget made* We surrendered with the fort 40 barrels of 
powder and 2500 stand of arms. 

The state of our provisions has not been generally understood* 
On the day of the surrender we had fifteen days' provisions of 
every kind on hand. Of meat there was plenty in the couutry^ 
and arrangements had been made for purchasing grain and grind- 
ing it to flour. It was calculated we could readily procure three 
months^ provisions, independent of 150 barrels flour, and 13Q0 
head of cattle, which had been forwarded from the state of Ohio, 
and which remained at the river EUisin, under Capt. Brush, with- 
in reach of the army. 

But had we been totally destitute of provisions, our duty and 
cur interest undoubtedly was to fight. The enemy invited us to 
meet him in the field. 

By defeating him the whole country would have been open to 
lis, and the object of our expedition gloriously and successfully ob»> 
taioed. If we had been defeated we had nothing to do but re- 
treat to the fort, and make the best defence which circumstancea 
and our situation rendered praeticable. But basely to surrender 
without firing a gun....«|amely to submit without raising a bayo- 
net.....di8gnicefully to pass in review before an enemy as inferior 
in the quality as in the number of his forces, were circumstances 
which excited feelings of indignation more easily felt than de- 
scribed. To see the whole of our men flushed with the hope of 
irictory, eagerly awaiting the approaching contest ; to see them 
afterwards dispirited, hopeless, and desponding, at least 500 shed- 
ding tears because they weie not allowed to meet their country's 
fee, and to fight their country's battles, excited sensations, which 
no American has ever before had cause to feel, and which, I. trust 
in God, will never again be felt, while one man remains to de- 
fend the standard of the Union. 

I aiQ expressly authorized to state, that Col. M'Arthur and 
Co4. Findley and Lieut. Col. Miller viewed this transaetion in the 
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light which I do. They know and feel^ that no chrcointtanee te 
oor situation^ none in that of the eneiny^ can excuse a capitulft* 
tion so dishonourable and unjustifiable. This too is the UDiversal 
sentiment among the troops ; and I shall be surpised to learn^ 
that there is one man who thinks it was necessary to sheath- 
b» sword, or lay down his musket. 

I was informed by Gen. Hull the morning after the capitula- 
tion, that the British forces consisted of 1800 regulars, and that 
be surrendered to prevent the effusion of human blood* That he 
magnified their regular force nearly five fold, there can be na 
doubt. Whether the philanthropic reason assigned by him is a 
sufficient justification for surrendering a fortified town, an army 
and a territory, is for the government to determine. Confident 
I am, that had the courage and conduct of the General been equal 
to the spirit and zeal'of the troops, the event would have been 
as brilliant and successful as it now is disastrous and dishonoura- 
ble. 

Very respectfully. Sir, I have the honour to be. 

Your most obedient servant, LEWIS CASS, 

CoZ. 3d reg. Okh voUmteen, 

The Hon. William Eustis, Sec. of War. 

GENERAL HULL« TRIAL. 

On the 3d January^ 1814, the members detailed by general 
orders, to constitute Jhe court for the trial of Brig. Gen. Hull, as- 
sembled at Albany, and were as follows, viz. 

Maj, Gen. Henry Dearborn, President. 



Brig. Gen. Joseph Bloomfield,' 
Col. Peter Little 38lh reg. 

Wm. N; Irvine, 42d 

Lt. Col. James House, artl. 
— - — Wm. Scott, 36th. 

Wm. Stewart, 88th, 
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Col. J. K. Fen wick, artl. 

- Robert Bogardus, 41st, 
Lt. CoL Richard Dennis 1 6th, 

S. R. Conner, 13th, 

J. B. Davis, 32d, 

^ J. W. Levingston, 4lst, 



lit. Coi. J. G. Forbes, 42d reg. Supernumerary. 
Judge Advocate (special) Martin Van Buren, Esq. 
Army Judge Advocate, Philip S. Parker, Esq. 

Charges exhibited by order of the Secretary of War. 

Charge 1 Treason against the United States, between the 

ninth of April and the seventeenth of August, 1812. 

The specifications under this charge were, in substance, as fol- 
lows : 

First Specification, in tbis.....That the said Brig. Gen. Wm. 
Hull did traitorously hire, or cause to be hired, at the rapids of the 
river Miami of the lake, on the 1st day of July, 1812, an unarm- 



ei Teftely and 4!d then and there traitoroiitly put on board taid 
tenel a trunlr contaioiog the official correspondence of the Sec* 
retary of war^ with the said Brig. Geo. Wro. Hull^ touching the 
cxpe^itiOR of the north-western anny^ under the said Hull's com- 
mand ; also^ the declaration of war by the United States against 
Great Britain ; and aho^ certain offlcial muster-rolls^ reports^ and 
returns of the numbers^ state, and condition of the said north* 
western army....and dispatched the same from the said rapids^ 
with intent that the same should fail into the hands of the naid 
enemy : and that afterwards, on the 2d day of July aforesaid, 
the said unarmed vessel was captured by the enemy, by means 
wfi^ereof, and in fulfflment of the said traitorous design of the 
said Brig. Gen. Wm. Hull, the said correspondence, and the said 
Diutter-rofTs, reports, and returns came to the possession, ktiowt- 
edge, ai^d use of the enemies of the United States : whereby the 
•aid Brig. Gen. Wra. Hull, at the rapids of the river of the Miami 
of the lake aforesaid, did then and there traitorously hold corres- 
pondence with, and give intelligence to the enemy ; and did then 
and there traitorously^, by the means aforesaid, adhere to the en- 
emies of the United States, giving them aid and comfort. 

Second specification. Alsoin tbis....That afterwards, to wit, on 
the 6th Aug. 1812, at Sandwich, in the province of Upper Canada^ 
the said Brig. Gen. Wm. Hull did traitorously conspire with the 
enemies of the United States^ to quk and abandon a military post 
established by the north-western army of the United States, at or x 
near Sandwich aforesaid, with intent to prevent a certain fort 
called Maiden, belonging to the enemy, from being attacked and 
reduced by the said north-western army ot the United Slate^^ wk 
der the command of the said Brig. Gen. Wm. HuU : and that in 
pursuance of the said traitorous intention, the said Brig. Gen. 
Wm» Hull did quit and abandon, and did cause to be quitted and 
abandoned, the said military post, and did traitorously omit and . 
^glect to make the necessary preparations for attacking and re- 
ducing the said enemy's fort called Maiden : and did traitorously - 
inarch, withdraw, and remove the said north-western army of the 
United States from tlie said military post at Sandwich aforesaid,- 
to Detroit, in the territory of Michigan : whereby the said Brig. 
Gen. Hull, on the 8th day of Aug. aforesaid, did traitorously hold 
correspondence with the enemy, quit, and abandon the said m3i* 
tary pott at Sandwich aforesaid, omit and neglect the necessary 
preparations for the reduction of Maiden aforesaid, and adhere to 
the enemies of the United States, giving them aid and comfort. 

Third specification. Also in this That afterward, to wit^ at 

Detroit aforesaid, on the 16th Aug. 1812, the said Brig. Gen. Hull 
was then and there commander of a certain fort belonging to the 
United States, called Fort Detroit, and did traitorously conspire 
with the enemy to surrender and abandon to them the said.fort. 
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called fort Detroit^ with all the troops^ regulart knd mllittay tiMn 
and there under his command^ and all the public ttores^ arms^ and 
every thing else of a public nature^ appertainiag to said fort and 
armj : and in prosecution of his said traitorous intentions^ did then 
and there traitorously omit and neglect to repair and strengthen 
the works of said fort^ and put the same in a proper condition for 
resistance and defence against the approaches and attacks of 
said enemy ; and did traitorously neglect and omit to fortify tb# 
places and passes at and near said fort^ by and through which thm 
enemy might reasonably have been expected to approach^ and 
did approach said fort ; and did traitorously omit and neglect to 
resist^ repel and defeat the enemy in their approaches to and to- 
wards raid fort^ for the purpose of attacking and reducing the 
same : and in further prosecution of said traitorous intentions^ 
did treacherously surrender the said fortj with all the troop^ reg- 
ulars and militia^ under his command ; and all the public stores, 
arms and documents^ including every thing else of a publie 
nature, appertaining to said fort and army, unto the said enemy 
of the United States^ under the command of Major Gen* Brock : 
whereby the Mid Brig. Gen. HuU^ on the 16th of Aag. aforesaid, 
at Detroit aforesaid, did traitorously suriender the ssHd fort to 
the said enemy^ and adhere to said enemy, giving them aid and 
oomfort. 

Charge 2.....Cowardice at and in the neighborhood of Detroit, 
between the first day of July and the seventeenth day of Aug. 
!n the year 1812. 

Substance of the specifications to this charge. 

First specification. In this.....That the said Brig. Gen. Wm. 
Hull, having command of the north-western army of the United 
States, and having therewith entered the British province of 
Upper Canada, with the avowed object of attacking and re- 
ducing the British fort called Maiden, at Sandwich, in said prov* 
ince, on the 8th Aug. 1812, did misbehave himself before the en- 
emy, and manifest undue fear and apprehension of danger, bjr 
eonduct and conversation evincing personal alarm, agitation of 
mind, and privation of judgment, by abandonig said object and 
intention, by quitting the position by him taken at said Sand- 
wich, and by retreating abruptly out of said province to Detroit^ 
in the territory of Michigan, without any cause for so doing, ar- 
ising from the number, state, or condition of the enemy opposed 
to him : whereby the officers and soldiers of the army of the United 
States, under his command as aforesaid, lost all confidence 
in his personal courage and military capacity ; the inhabitants 
of said province were taught to distrust his power and professions; 
a shade was cast upon the American arms, and the cause of the 
United States suflTered great detriment and disadvantage. 
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Second tpeoification. Alto id tbi8...»That afterwardit^to wit^ on 
ttie 15th Aug. 1812j at Detroit aforesaid^ the enemy having raised 
certain batteries on the bank of the river opposite the United 
States' Tort Detroit^ and having commenced a cannonade against 
aaid fort^ the said Brig. Gen. Hull then and there having com- 
mand of the north*west«rn army of the United States^ and the 
said fort^ during the continuance of said cannonade did shameful* 
Ty misbehave himself before the enemy^ and manifest great fear 
is personal danger^ by a course of conduct evincing personal 
alarm, agitation of mind, and privation of judgment, by timid and 
eowardfy expressions and actions, then and there uttered and used 
In the presence of the officers and soldiers of said army : where- 
by a fatal encouragement was afforded the hostile enterprizes of 
the enemy, a pernicious example given the American troop, and 
the service of the United States exposed to hazard, shame and disr 
appointment. 

Thnrd specification. Also in this^..That afterwards, to wit,onthe 
10th Aug. 1812, at Detroit, in the territory of Michigan, the said 
Brig. Gen. Wm. Hull, having command of the United States' 
fort Detroit, and the northwestern army of the United States, (the 
British forces having crossed the river, and landed at Spring- 
wells, and marched towards the said fort Detroit, with design to 
attack the same) did, during the crossing of the river, the landing 
and march by the enemy as aforesaid, shamefully misbehave 
himself before the enemy, and manifest great fear and apprehen- 
sion of personal danger, by various timid and cowardly actions 
and expressbns, then and there used and uttered in the presence 
jof the officers and soldiers of said army, by avoiding all personal 
danger, makmg no attempt to prevent the crossing and landing of 
the enemy as aforesaid, avoiding all personal danger in reoonnoi* 
tering or encountering the enemy in battle, in their approaches 
to said fort ; hastily sending flags of truce to them with overtures 
for capitulation ; withdrawing his person from the American 
Itroop in the open field to the said fort Detroit ; giving irresolute 
and fluctuating orders ; forbidding the American artillery to fire 
on the ^nemy ; calling the American troop from the open field, 
and crowding them into said fort ; precipitately declaring to the 
enemy that he surrendered said fort and army, before terms of 
capitulation were considered or suggested ; and generally by a 
course of conduct and conversation evincing personal fear, ag- 
itation of mind, and privation of judgment : whereby the said 
fort and army were rendered then and there an easy and certain 
conquest to the enemy ; the officers and soldiers of a gallant army 
exposed to unmerited mortification and reproach, and the service 
of the United States suffered great detriment and discredit. 

Fourth specification. And also in this....That the said Brig. Gen. 
Wm. Hull^ on the 10th Aug. aforesaid, atDetroit aforesaid, having 
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command of the Ubited States^ fort Detroit^ well garriienedj «ii4 
supplied with caonon^ ammuoitioo and provisioDs^ and the oortlH 
western army of the United States^ then and there being in fine 
q)irit9^ and eager to meet the approaching enemy in battle^ act* 
ing from personal fear and apprebensionj and contemplating a 
shameful abandonment and surrender of said fort and army^ did 
shamefully misbehave himself before the eneny^ and enter into m 
shameful capitulation^ containing no consolatory stipulations for 
the security of such of the inhabitants of Canada as bad joined the 
American standard^ nor any reasonable stipulation for an opportu- 
nity of reporting to his government the circumstances of so noex* 
p^cted and important an event : and did shasefully abandon^ sur- 
render and give up said fort and army^ and all the public stores^ 
arms and documents^ including every thing else of a public nature 
belonging to said fort and army> to the approaching enemy under 
the command of Maj. Gen. Brock^ without any cause therefor^ 
arising from the superior number^ state^ and condition of the said 
enemy^ or from the actual want^ or just expectation oi sudden 
want of armsy ammunition, or provisions for said fort and armjr^ 
and without any other adequate cause whatever : whereby the 
territorial sovereignty, rights, and property of the United Statet 
were shamefully ceded to the enemy ; a brave army wantonly 
aacrificed by the personal fears of its commander, and the service 
oi the United States sufieiing a great and afflicting loss* 

Cfuirge 8.....Negiect of duty, and 4moflScer-like conduct white 
eommanding a separate army between the ninth of April aod 
the seventeenth Aug. in the year 1812. 

Substance of the speeificatioDS to this charge. 

First specification, in this.....That the said Brig. Gen. Won. Hull, 
having command of the north-western army of the United States 
from the 25th May, to the 16th Aug. 1812, unmindful of the 
trust reposed in him during all the time aforesaid, as well on the 
inarch of the said army from Dayton to Detroit, and at Detroit, 
as in the province of Upper Canada, was guilty of neglect of du* 
ty, and unofiicer-like conduct, in neglecting to inspect, train, ex* 
ercise, review, and order said army, with tufiicient care and fre* 
quency, or to cause the same to be done ; and also by neglecting 
in due time and form, to prepare and make known to said army 
en order of battle on its march Irom Dayton to Detroit aforesaid : 
whereby the discipline of said army was in danger of being re<' 
taxed ; its comfort liable to be impaired ; its confidence in the mOi- 
Cary skill and dispositions of its commander diminished, and the 
said army exposed to the hazard of disorder and defeat, in the 
event of an attack thereon by the enemy. 

Second specification. Also in this....That the said Brig. Gen. Wm. * 
Hull, having command of the north-western army of the United 
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Scatesj and haviag eause to know or believe that "War existed 
between the United States and Great Britain^ on the Ist Julyj 
1812, at the rapids of the river Miami of the lake, was guilty of 
aeglect of duty and unofficer-like conduct, by hiring or causing to 
be hired, an unarmed vessel, and putting on board thereof, to be 
transported to Detroit, (having cause to know or believe the im- 
inent danger of its capture by the enemy) certain sick soldiers, a 
grent part of the hospital stores of said army, and a trunk con-* 
tainiog the d!icial correspondence of the secretary of war, touch* 
ing the expedition on which said army was employed, and touch- 
ing a declaration of war by the United States against Great Bri« 
tain ; and also the official muster-rolls, reports, and returns of the 
number, state, and condition of said army : and the said vessel 
afterwards, on the 2d July afoiesaid, on its passage from said rap- 
ids to Detroit, was captured by the enemy, having on board there-* 
of, at the said capture, the said soldiers, hospital stores, and said 
trunk, containing the said correspondence, muster-rolls, reports, 
%od returns : wheieby the said soldiers were made prisoners, the 
said stores lost, and the said correspondence, muster-rolls, reports 
and returns came to the possession, knowledge, and use of the eii* 
emy, to the great injury of the United States. 

Third specification. Also in this That the said Brig. Geo.^ 

Wm. Hull, having command of the northwestern army of the 
United States, and the United States' fort Detroit, from the 7th 
of July to the 16th Aug. 1812, the said fort being greatly dam- 
aged and dilapidated, and the guns and gun carriages thereof 
damaged and out of repair, and well knowmg their importance 
to the service of the United States, was guilty of neglect of daty 
in omitting, during all the time aforesaid, to repair and strengtheo 
said fori, omitting to repair the said guns and gun carriages, and 
generally, by neglecting to put said fort in a proper state for re- 
sistance and defence : whereby the said fort was an easy con-* 
quest to the enemy. The said guns and gun carriages afterwards 
required for service, in the province of Upper Canada, were unfit 
for transportation and use, great time consumed in fitting them 
afterwards for service, and the operations of the war fatally sus- 
pended. 

Fourth specification. Also in thfe.....That the said Brig. 6en« 
Wnu Hull, having command of the north-western army of the 
United States, and having avowed the intention with said army 
to invade the province of Upper Canada, to invest and reduce the 
fort of the enemy called Maiden, and to maintain and enlarge his 
positions therein, and having on the 7th July, 1812, arrived at 
Detroit, and having on the 12th July aforesaid, invaded said prov* 
ince, and having on the 8th of Aug. following evacuated said 
province, well knowing that resolution and energy were necea* 
sary in the prosecution of hit said intention, was guilty of aegl^t 

P 
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of duty, and unofficerlike conduct, by not seasonably repairing 
fitting, and tranpsporting the gunt and gun carriages necessary itf 
the prosecution of said intention, by an useless waste of time at 
Sandwich, in said province, without attempting the reduction of 
Maiden, af)d in projects to conciliate the inhabitants of said prov- 
ince and neighbouring Indians, without resorting to the naore 
effectual display of miHtary power and capacity, to maintain him 
acquisitions, and perform his promises of protection, by postponing 
in the first instance, and abandoning in the next an attack of fort 
Maiden, and finally, by evacuating said province without pro* 
Tiding for the safety. of such of the inhabitants thereof as had ac- 
cepted his invitation to join the American standard, and without 
accomplishing in any degree his said avowed intention : whereby 
the enemy were enabled to bring his power and conduct into 
suspicion and contempt, to reinforce fort Maiden, and to prepare 
for the investment of the United States' fort Detroit : while on the 
other hand, the said United States' army was diminished in numbers 
by sickness and casualties ; the officers and soldiers dissatisfied and 
disgusted by a scene of inactivity, irresolution, and procrastina- 
tion ; the hope of support and co-operation from the inhabitants 
of said province and the Indians destroyed; and, the general ardor 
of the army insensibly abated. 

Fifth specification. Also in this..«..That the said Brig. Gen. 
Wm. Hull, having command of the north-western army of the 
United States, arrived with said army at Detroit, on or about the 
7th July, 1812; invaded the province of Upper Canada, on or 
about the 12tb July aforesaid ; evacuated said province on or about 
the 8th Aug. following, and returned to Detroit, and abandoned 
and surrendered the said United States' fort Detroit, and said ar> 
my, on the 16th Aug. aforesaid, to the enemy under the command 
of Maj. Gen. Brock. And that during all the rooveipents afore- 
said it was of high importance to the supply of said fort and army, 
that a free and open communication by and between the said fort 
and army and a certain United States' military post at the river 
Rasin should be preserved : and the said Hull, well knowing the 
premises, was guilty of neglect of duty and unofficer-like con- 
duct, by suffering the enemy to interrupt said communication, viz. 
on or about the 1st Aug. 1812 ; also by detaching, on the 4th 
Aug. aforesaid, Maj. Thomas B. Van Home to open or attempt 
to open said communication, with an inadequate force, having 
cause to know or believe the same inadequate : also by after- 
wards, on the 8th Aug. aforesaid, detaching Col. James Miller, 
with about 500 men, to open or attempt to open said communica- 
tion, and neglecting to furnish and forward to said detachment 
an adequate supply of provisions, having cause to know or believe 
said detachment to be in want thereof, and unable to proceed 
wtthont the same : and also by afterwards, on the 14th day of 
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Aug. afbretak!^ detacfaiog Col. Duacan M' Arthur and Col. Lewis 
Cass^ with about 400 men on the same service^ without issuing 
and forwarding an adequate supply of provisions for said detach* 
ment, having «auae to know or believe said detachn)ent to be in 
^qnt thereof: whereby the said detachment under Maj. Van 
Home was encountered by a superior force of the enemy^ and 
defeated ; the said detachment under Col. Miller having achieved 
a signal victory over the enemy, were compelled for want of 
provisions, to abandon the expedition on which they were em- 
ployed, and the said detachment under Cols. M'Arthur and Cass, 
for want of provisions, was compelled to abandon the expedition 
on which it was employed : and finally, the said communication, 
by reason of the said neglect and omission, was and remained in- 
terrupted and wholly cut oif by the enemy, from on or about the 
1st Aug. aforesaid, to and including the 10th Aug. aforesaid. 

Sixth specification. Also in this That the said Brig. Gen« 

Hull, having command of the north-western army of the United 
State.9, and having therewith invaded the province of Upper Can- 
ada, with an avowed intention of attacking and reducing the en- 
emy's fort, called Maiden, and a detachment of said army under 
Cols. CasB and Miller having repulsed the enemy, and seized i;^on 
a bridge over the river Aux Canards, on the proper route of said army 
to said fort, whereby an opportunity was afforded for the invest- 
ment and reduction of said fort : yet the said Hull, well knowing 
the premises, on the 17th July, 1812, at Sandwich, in said prov- 
ince, was guilty of neglect of duty, and unofficer-like conduct, by 
neglecting and omitting to advance with said army to maintain 
taid bridge, and to invest and reduce said fort : whereby said 
bridge was improvidently lost to the United States and the pros- 
pect of a successful investment of said fort speedily vanished. 

Seventh specification. And also in this.....That the said Brig. 
Gen. Hull, having command of the north- western army of the 
United States, and the United States' fort Detroit, and the enemy 
having erected batteries opposite said fort, on the bank of the 
liver Detroit, with a manifest design of invading the territory of 
Michigan, and reducing said fort ; and afterwards, in pursuance of 
said intention, having landed at Springwells, in said territory : 
yet the ^aid Hull, well knowing the premises, from the 11th, to 
and including the 16th Aug. 1812, was guilty of neglect of duty, 
and unofficer-like conduct, by neglecting and omitting to prevent 
the erection of said batteries, by neglectmg and omitting to forti- 
fy the said landing place, called Springwells, and by neglecting 
and omitting to annoy and attack said enemy after their landing at 
Springwells, as aforesaid : whereby the enemy were enabled se- 
curely to erect said batteries, to invade said territory without oppo* 
tttipn or loss, and to approach said fort with the air and confidenoe 
ci triumph. 
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Historical recitation oftk^ principal facts disclosed by ike wtU 
nesses add^tced by the judge advocate* 
Gen. Hull took commaDd of the north-western army of the 
United States on the 27th May^ 1812^ with orders from the see* 
retary of war to proceed therewith to Detroit. 

The army took up its line of march oi> or about the first of Juna 
following^ for Detroit, in two columns, with front and rear guards 
)he baggage in the centre. 

On the 26th June an express brought a letter to 6en.^ Hull, 
from the secretary of war, bearing date 18lh June, indicating 
in rather obscure terms, a declaration of war : the same expresa 
conveyed a letter to Coi. M'Authur, from a friend in Chilicothe^ 
containing the copy of a postcript of a letter from senator Wor- 
thington to one of his friends, in these words : ^ Before thia 
reaches you war will be declared," which was shown by the Co- 
jlodel to Gen. Hull. 

On the Ist July Gen. Hull despatched an unarmed vessel from 
the rapids of the river Miami of the lake to Detroit, with the sick 
of the army, « the hospital stores, a trunk containing the cor- 
respondence of the secretary of war with him, and many of hit 
official papers, which was captured by the enemy oo the 2d, and 
taken to Maiden. 

On the 2d July Geft. Hull received a letter from the secretary 
of war, bearing date 18th June, announcing the declaration of 
war, and repeating his previous orders, to repair with all possible 
expedition to Detroit. 

On the 5th July the army arrived at Springwells, and on the 
Cth Col. Cass was despatched with a flag of truce to Maiden, and 
returned on the 7th in a boat, accompanied with a British officer 
and six men, who were permitted to inspect the army. Gen. 
Hull was afterwards informed thereof, and replied carelessly^ 
that the more they saw of it the less they would like it. 

On the 8th or ath the army encamped in rear of Detroit, and 
in the 'evening th^ General received a letter from the secretary 
of war, authorizing him to act offensively, if consistent with the 
sectnity of his own posts. 

On the 12th Genl Hull, with about 18 or IMO effectives^ 
crossed the Detroit river, encamped at Sandwich, issued his proc- 
lamation, and entrenched himself there. 

On the 14th despatched Col. M' Arthur, with a detachment of 
100 or 120 men, up the river Thames after a quantity of fiour^ 
which was captured and brought to camp. During the absence 
of CoL M'Arthur, Cols, Cass and Miller solicited and obtained 
from the Greneral a detachment of about 280 men, to reconnoitre 
the enemy at or near Maiden, and proceeded to the bridge over 
the Aux Canards, where they encountered the enemy, routed 
fbemj <:)ceupied the bridge^ and gave information to the General 
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of .tbeir tuccett, who ordered them to return. Colt. Cass tnd 
MfUer joined in i letter to the General, representing the Impor* 
tance ot maintaining their position. The General was evident^ 
dissatisfied with the officers ; but, at the earnest solicitation ef 
Col. FiodJey, returned a written answer, stating sereral objee* 
lions to the measure, but finally, leaving it with their discretiom 
Upon this a council of the officers was held, who resolved 6> 
return, upon the ground that the responsibility of the measure 
should have been taken by the Greneral, and not by themselves. 

On the succeeding day Col. Findley was sent with another de* 
tacbment to the bridge, aftd found it unoccupied by the enemy. 
Several other detachments were afterwards sent, the particular 
objects of which are not disclo8ed.....one of these -was defeated. 

On or about the 30th July, Gen. Hull was informed of the fkM 
of Michilliciiackinack, and from this moment he setms to hava 
formed an entirely new scheme of returning to Detroit, to await 
reinforcements. 

Repeated councils of the officers were held while the army 
waa in Canada, who were unanimous for attacking Maiden, and 
nearly one half of them for an immediate attack ; but finally ^e- 
cided, by a majority of one, to waft for heavy ordnance which wi^ 
then preparing, and which was made ready about the 6th August. 
The General then pledged himself to march the army to the attack 
on the 8th, and accordingly made out and published an order of 
battle : but on the evening of that day he abruptly ordered a re« 
treat to Detroit, without counselling his officers, and contrary to 
the wisiies and expectations of the whole army. 

The enemy's force at Maiden, on the 12th July, consisted of 
about 100 regulars, between three and four hundred militia, and 
from 50 to 150 Indian«. The regular force was mcreased to 220 
or 30 during the month of July, but that of the militia was re* 
duced to about 100 by desertion, and the greater part of thede-r 
serters took protections from Gen. Hull. The amount of this force 
was understood by the General, by information from deserters> 
and also by letters received from American prisoners there. 

From the American encampment at Sandwich, to the bridge at 
the river Aux Canards is an open level country, cultivated for 
many yean, distance about Kvelve miles. The river is a smaU 
but d^ep stream, about three rods wide. From the bridge to Mai- 
den, a distance of one and a half mile, n an open prairie, and 
near the fort bad for marching troops. 

The fort was merely an outh'ne.....tfae east side was rendered 
defensible, but the north and west sides could never be made so ; 
and the whole works could be commanded fVom an emiaence 
distant about one fourth of a mile,' as a person walking in the fort 
may be seen from that place. Gen. Hull had been in fort Ma^ 
den fre^ently^ and must have known its situation,- 
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On the 4th Aug. Maj* Van Home was despatched wirii a de- 
tachment of 150 riflemen (with liberty to take 50 of the Ohio 
inilitia, who were at Detroitj if he chose) to open the communica- 
tion with the river Raisin. Previous to the departure of this de- 
tachment, Cds. M'Arthur and Cass represented in the strongest 
terms the inadequacy of this force, to effect the object, and that 
it would be defeated. These admonitions were disregarded by 
the General the detachment proceeded to or near Browns- 
town, where it was attacked and defeated by the enemy, as had 
been predicted. 

On the day that the army retreated from Canada, Col. Miller 
was despatched with a detachment of 60G men, also to open the 
eommumcation to the river Raisin, who met the enemy's whole 
force at Brownstown, and defeated tbetn. 750 regulars, militia^ 
and Indians crossed ft^om Maiden to Brownstown, previous to the 
battle, and at that time there were but IS men left in the fort at Mai- 
den. After the battle Col. Miller was ordered to return to Detroit, 
without effecting hil object, and returned accordingly. 

On the 14th Aug. the enemy were discovered on the bank of 
the river opposite Detroit, digging and planting batteries, and the 
General was inforsed of it, but declmed taking any measures to 
dislodge them ; which, in the opinion of Ihs officers, might have 
been done at that time : but on the contrary despatched Cols. 
M' Anther and Cass the same day, with a detachment of 300 men, 
to meet Capt. Brush, who was convoying provisions from tfie river 
Raisin to Detroit, who did not return till after the surrender...... 

No attempt was made to dislodge the enemy at Sandwich, till 
they commenced their ftre on the 15th. In the evening of that 
day Capt. SnelHng was posted with a picket guard, at Spring- 
wells, and found, in the opinion of himself and other officers, an 
advantageous site for artillery to dislodge the Queen Cfaar* 
lotte, then laying opposite in the channel of the Detriot. He 
lequested that a 24 pounder might be furnished him, but the 
General refused it. 

At day light on the 16th the cannonade and bombardment was 
renewed by the enemy, and answered from batteries on the riv- 
er, but not from the fort. At seven o'clock the enemy com- 
menced crossing the river to Springwells. It was observed, and 
information thereof given the General, who took no measures 
whatever to prevent their landing or advance to the fort. Two 
shots irom the enemy took effect m the fort, and killed two offi- 
cers, a surgeon, and two soldiers; immediately upon which. Gen. 
Hull despatched a fiag of truce, and ordered Col. Findley, who 
was advantageously posted in advance of the fott towards Springr. 
wells, to retreat to the fort. The Colonel hesitated^ but fioalhr 
obeyed the order, and retired. 
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Gen. Hull^ about tbit time^ despatched a letter to Gen Brock, 
io nearly these words ^ '' Sir....! agree 'to surrender the fort and 
town of Detroit/' The articles of capitulation were then die* 
tated by Col. Dowell and Maj. Glegg, approved by the General, 
and the fort was given up. The two additional articles form no 
part of the conditions of the surrender^ but were the gratuities of 
Gen.' Brock. 

The force of the enemy was 750 whites^ and from 150 to 200 
Indians.....the American force more than 1000 at Detroit, beside 
the detachment under Cols* M'Arthur and Cass^ who were within 
a few miles. 

Fort Detroit is situated on the highest ground within the cir- 
cumference of three miles ; was at the time of surrender a regu- 
lar half bastion fort, composed of four curtains and four half bas- 
tions, about 100 yards on each face^ not including the half bas- 
tbns ; about 75 yards. being the extreme length of the curtains. 
The fort is composed in part of earth, the parapet 1 1 feet in eleva- 
tion, 12 feet thick at top : the banquet for infantry about 6 feet 
from the level of the fort^ and 5 from the parapet ; the whole 
width of the rampant at its base 26 feet : the ditch 6 feet in 
depth aod 12 in width at the bottom, with a row of pickets there- 
in of cedar, 12 feet id height : the gate strong, and the fort gen- 
erally in good repair^ with the following ordnance well mounted, 
viz. seven 24 pounders, four 128. four 9$. three 6t. two 4s. and 
one 3....one 8 1-2 inch howitzer, one 5 1-2 inch do. two 9 1-4 
do. three 6 inch do....two thousand five hundred stand of arms, 
1400 twenty-four pound balls^ 1700 twelve lb. do. 1400 nine lb. 
do. 4000 four and six lb. do. 4800 three lb. do. 290 ten inch 
shells^ 500 eight inch do. 800 five and half inch do. 4000 two and 
three fourths inch do. 3 1-2 tons led, principally in balls ; a 
large supply of musket cartridges^ and a present supply for the 
artillery.....about 10^000 pounds of powder in all, and a present 
supply of provisions. 

The General manifested, in the opinion of a large majority of 
his officers, great concern and anxiety after he was made ac- 
quainted with the fall of Mackana, and on the 15tb> and more 
especially on the 16th Aug. manifested^ by words and actions, 
great personal fear and agitation of mind, till after the surrender, 
when he appeared composed. 

The testimony adduced by Gen. Hull consisted of several letr 
ters and affidavits from some of the most respectable gentlemen 
in the United States^ who knew him as an officer in the revolu- 
tion, which fully established his claim at that time to courage an4 
conduct. 

He also introduced several officers of the north-western army, 
who thought that the appearances which led most of his officers 
to think him under the influence of personal fear, on the 15th and 
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16tfa Aug; might have arisea from great fatigue aod anxiety 

The testimooy of Capt* Hull also proved that the trtink contaimng 
the General's oflScial paper was sent on board the tmarmed ves- 
sel at the rapids by aecidentj and contrary to the General's ex- 
pectation and wish. 

The decision of the court was pronounced as followsM...All the 
evidence being read (whether on the part of the prosecution or 
the defence) applicable to the first charge, and the speciftcationa 
attached to that charge, and after due deliberation had thereon^ 
the court express the following opinion: 

The accused having in his final defence protested against the 
jurisdiction of the court to try the charge of treason, and the opin- 
ion of the court being that the objection would have been tenable 
if the same had been pleaded by the accused on his arraignment 
•••••and believing also that the court cannot acquire jurisdiction of 
the oflfence by tlie waver or conseut of the accused, they decline 
making any formal decision on that charge. 

The evidence on the subject having however been publicly givi- 
en, the court deem it proper, in justice to the accused to say, that 
they do not believe from any thing that has appeared before them^ 
that Brigadier General William Hull has committed treason 
against the United States. 

On the second charge, and the specifications attached to that 
charge, after hearing ail the evidence, and defence, and after due 
deliberation thereon) the court find Brigadier General William Hull 
guilty of the first, second, and fourth specifications untter that 
charge, except that part which charge^ the said Brigadier WiK 
liam Hull with ** forbiddmg the American artillery to fire on the 
enemy, on their march towards said fort Detroit.'' 

The court find the said Brigadier General William HuU guilty 
of the second charge. 

On the third charge the court, after having heard the evidence 
Ui well as the defence) and after due deliberation, find the said 
Brigadier William Hull guilty of neglect of duty and un-officer- 
like conduct, as charged in the first q^ecification under this 
charge, in omitting with sufiBcient care and frequency to faispect> 
train, exercise and order, and to cause to be trained, inspected^ 
exercised and ordered, the troops under his command, from the 
0th day of July until the 17th day of August, 1812 ; and acquit 
him of the residue of the charge, contained in that specification. 

The court acquit the said Brigadier General Willianti Hull of the 
second and third specifications of the same charge. 

The court find the said Brigadier General William Htdl guilty 
of the whole of the fourth specification of that charge, except that 
part which charges him with not seasonably repairing, fitting and 
transporting...,«or causmg to be fitted, repaired and transported^ 
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ike gcottf tfl4 gUfl-earriBget which were hettptkry to the o|>cra* 
tiobu of the war In the ^fd British provioce of Upper Canada. 

The court f nd the md Brigadier General William Hull guilty 
oC fo mueh of the fifth fpeeification to that charge- aa relatet to 
negleet of dutj and unofficer-lihe conduct in auifering his cammtt- 
nicatiov with the Rtrer Haiin aaid the ttate of OUo to be cut off...* 
and' sending Major Van Horne to attempt to open the tattie^ with 
afif inadequate force ; he, the raid Brigadier Gen. WilKam Hull 
having reason to know or believe the sanoe wat intufikient..-and 
the court acquit him of the residue of that specification. 

The court find the said Bri£adier General William Hull guilty 
of the sixth and seventh specincations of that charge. 

The court find the said Brigadier General Willkm HuU guilty 
of the third charge. 

The courtj in consequence ot their deferminalTion ifespecting the 
fecond and third charges, and the specifications under those 
tharges, exhibited against the said Brigadier General WUliam 
Hull....and after du4? consideration, do sentence him to be shot to 
death, two thirds of the court concurring in the sentence. 

The court, in consideration of Brigadier General Hull's revolu* 
tionary services, and his advanced age^ eam^Htly recommend bioi 
to the mercy of the President of the Unitt^d States. 

The coort then adjourned to meet on Monday morning, M arck 
28, 1^14, at 10 o'clock.,..«.«when 

The proceedings having been read onctf, approved and signed 
hy th^ piMdent, the court adjourned sine die. 

]^.Dearborn» major-general, pre^dent of the courtj. 
M. Van Bursk* special judge advocate. 
Philip S. Parker, army judge advocate. 

April 25, 1814.....Tbe sentence of the court is approved, and 
the execution of it remitted. 

(Signed) JAMES MADISON. 



CHAPTER IIL 

a^ptuye q/^ Michillmaekinae, and geographical Sestriptim of 
th^ upper lakes. 

The capture of Michillimackinac had, without doubt, been coq^ 
templated by the enemy, previous to the declaration of war..... 
The Indians in the vicinity of lakes Superior, Michigan, and Hu- 
ron^ had been stimulated to hostilities as early as May, 1812 ; 
and were doubtless collecting for this very enterprise at St, Jo* 
sephs, in the early part of July. On the iOtb news of the dec* 

« 
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laration of war reached St. Josephs, and such was the preparation 
of the enemy, that they were enabled to eoibark the- next day for 
Mackana, with a force consisting of 40 regulars, 260 militia, made 
up principally of the en^a^rees of the northwest company, and 
500 Indians. With so formidable a force, our garrison, consistj 
ing of 57 effectives, was unable to contend, and accordingly sur* 
rendered the fort and island, on the 17th. Subjoined is an offi* 
cial account of the capture, in a letter from Lieut. Hanks to Geo. 
Hull, accompanied with a copy of the articles of oapitulation. 

Detroit, 4th Aug. 1812. 

Sir I take the earliest oppportunity to acquaint your excel- 

lencjr of the surrender of Michillimackinac, under ray command 
to his Britannic majesty's forces under the command oi Captain 
Charles Roberts, on the 17th ult. the particulars of which are as 
follows : On the 16th I was informed by the Indian interpreter, 
that he had discovered from an Indian that the several nations of 
Indians then at St. Josephs, (a British garrison, distant forty-five 
miles) intended to make an immediate attack on Michillimackinac. 
I was inclined, from the coolness 1 had discovered in some of the 
principal chiefs qf the Ottawa and Chippawa nations, who had but 
a few days before professed the greatest friendship for the United 
States, to place confidence in this report. I immediately called ft 
meeting of the American gentlemen at that time on the Island, 
in which it was thought proper to despatch a confidential person 
to St. Josephs, to watch the motions of the Indians. Capt. Daur- 
man, of the nulitia, was thought the most suitable for this service. 
He embarked about sunset, and met the British forces within ten 
or fifteen miles of the island, by whom he was made prisoner and 
putx>D his parole of honour. He was landed on the island at day- 
break, with positive directions to give me no intelligence whatev- 
er. He was also instructed to take the inhabitants of the village 
indiscriminately to a place on the west side of the island,^ where 
their persons and property should be protected by a British guard : 
but should they go to the fort, they would be subject to a general 
massacre by the savages, which would be inevitable if the garrK 
son fired a gun. This information 1 received from Doctor Day^ 
who was passing through the village when every person wat 
flying for refnge to the enemy. Inr>mediately on being inforin- 
ed of the approach of the enemy, I placed ammunition, &c. inr 
the blockhouses : ordered every gun charged, and made every 
preparation for action. About 9 o'clock I could discover that the 
^nemy were in possession of the heights that commanded the fort^ 
and one piece of their artillery directed to the most defenceless 
part of the garrison. The Indians at this time were to be seen in 

ft numbers in the edge of the woods. At half past 1 1 o'clock, 
inemy sent in a flag of truce, demanding a surrender of the fort 
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and island, to his Britanoic majesty's forces. This, sir, was the 
first information I had of the declaration of war ; I, however, had 
viticipated it, and was as well prepared to meet such an event as 
1 possibly could have been with the force under my command, 
amonnting to fifty-seven effective men, including officers. Three 
American gentlemen, who w^re prisoners, were permitted to ac- 
oompany the flag : from them I ascertained the strength of the 
enemy to be^^om nine hundred to one thousand strong, consist- 
ing of regular troops, Canadians, and savages: that the\ had two 
pieces of artillery, and were provided with ladders and ropes for 
the purpose of scaling the works if necessary. After I had ob* 
tainted this information, 1 consulted my officers and also Ihe Amer* 
ican gentlemen present, who were very intelligent men : the re- 
sult of which was, that it was impossible for the garrison to hold 
out against such a superior force. In this opinion I fully concur* 
red, from a conviction that it was the only measure that could 
prevent a general massacre. The fort and garrison were accord- 
ingly surrendered. 

The enclosed papers exhibit copies of the correspondence be- 
tween the officer commanding the British forces and myself, and 
of the articles of capitulation. This subject involved questions of 
a peculiar nature ; and 1 hope, sir, that my demands and pro- 
tests will meet the approbation of my government. 1 cannot al- 
low this opportunity to escape without expressing my obligations 
to Doct. Day for the service be rendered me m conducting this 
.eoifespondence. 

In consequence of this unfortunate affair, I beg leave, sir, to de- 
mand that a court of enquiry may be ordered to investigate all 
the facts connected with it ; and I do further request, that the 
court may be speedily directed to express their opinion on the 
merits of the case. 

I have the honour to be, &c. P. HANKS, 

His Excellency Gen. Hull, Lieut, of artillery. 

Commanding N. W. army. 

** P. S. The following particulars relative to the British force 
were obtained after the capitulation, from a source that admits of 
no doubt :.....Regular troops 46 (including 4 officers,) Canadian 
militia 260 Tatal 806. 

Savages.. ...Sioux 56 ; Winnebagoes 48 ; Talleswain 30; 

Chippawas and Ottawas 572.....savage8 715, whites 506 Total 

1024. 

It may also be remarked, that one hundred and fifty Chippe- 
was and Ottawas joined the British, two days after the capitula/ 
lion. P. H. / 

Heights above Michillimackin// 
17th July, 1815^ 
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CAPITULATION 
Agreed upon lietwet a Capt. Charles Roberts^ eottBMading h6 
Britannic majetCjr's foroet, on the one part^ and Lieut. Porter 
Haokt^ commaDding the forces of the (Jailed States, on fhe ether 
part. 

1st. The ibrt of MichilHaiackinae shall imnediaieij be anneiH 
dered to the British forces* 

2d« The garrison shaU inaroh oat with the haaoars of war> lay 
down their arms^ and beeone prisoners ; and shall be sent to thi^ 
United States of America by his Britannic majesty, not to serve 
this war until regularly exchanged : and for the performance «f 
this article, the offieevs pledge their word and hononr« 

3d. All the merchant vessels in the harbour, with their eafgoesy 
shaH be in possession of their respective owners. 

4lh. Prrrat^ prop^ty shall be held sacred as far as it is is my 
power. ' 

dih. All the citiaens of the United States, who AM not tahe 
the oath of allegiance to his Britannic majesty, shall depart with 
their property from the island, i^ one asonth from the date hereof. 
(Signed) CHARLES ROBBITS^ 

Captain, commanding bis Briliaaic 
majesty^ forces. 
r HANKS, Lient. 
Commanding the U. Slates' troc^ 
Supi^ment to Ibearliclea of capitnlatioo signed on the 7th July. 
The Captains and crews of the vessels Erie and Free^oedtriU, 
shall be inckided under the second article^ not to serve until regu- 
larly exchanged, for which the officer^ shall pledge thetr word of 
honour. CHABLES ROBERTS, Captain^ 

Fort Michilttmackinac, ) commapdmg the forces oihis 

23d July, 1812.3 Britannic majesty. 

^lANTSD. P. HANKS, Lieut. 

commanding the U. Staites^ troops. 

6e9graphicaL.*:We give the following extracts of an able 
geographical sketch of the three upper lakesj from Nlles' Reg* 
ister, (with some little alteration,) by which our readers will be 
enabled to form a more correct idea of the relative situation of 
aome of the most imf>Qrtant places aUuded to in this and the sue* 
ceeding number. 

'* The position of the great lakes is so well known to tho peo^ 
pie of the United States, from the common use of the map, that 
we shall waste no time in describing them; but proceed immediate* 
ly to the main objects of enquiry. 

<< Lake Erie is of an eliptical form, three hundred miles long 
from east to west, and ninety broad at its widest part, from north 
t^ south. The depth is rated at twenty fathoms : but there ar« 
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xntny tboalt. The Ee$t6m T,"; generally of i light yellowish tand ; 
which being disturbed by itorms> tinges the waters of ihe lake, at 
other times clrar^ aaiJ of a greenish colour. The nothern shore- 
is rude and roek^^, but has seTeral harbours for snail vessels, and 
at fort Erie and Maiden^ or (as the British call it) Amherstburg^ 
large ships may ride safely. Long pointy running from the north 
ahore^ is a narrow peninsula of sand^ piled with mighty rocks^ to*- 
warda the north ; hat on the other sides presents a fine beach...iM 
^ very convenient to haul the boats out of the surf upon it^ whea 
the lake is too rough for sailing and rowing," The south side oT 
£iie is generally a sand beach^ and the harbours are all income 
moded with bars at their entrance. But in some places, at Caya^ 
hogft particularly, there are immense ranges of rocks, rising per« 
pendicularly out of the watert of the lake forty or fifty feet high, 
and several miles in length. The danger of passing these is so 
great in the time of a storn, that the Indians always offer a sac^ 
rifice of tobacco to the water, at they approach themw The har'> 
hours on this aide of the lake, best known to m, are Black Rock 
opposite fort Erie; Erie, at which is the United States' navy-yard, 
he. here the water on the bar is not more than seven or eight 
feet, though there is depth enough within it : Cleveland, with 
six or aeven ft et water ; Sandusky and Put in-bay, which last is 
spoken of as one of the ^ finest harbours in America." This bay 
ie not laid down in the maps, nor is it mentioned iu any of the 
books or papers we have : but we apprehend it is near the head 
of the lake, about forty miles above Sandusky, and from twenty 
to thirty from Maiden. Passing Maiden, where the Detroit river 
is about three miles wide, (though the channel is within the range 
fii a musket shot fro«i the fert, wftucb is therefore the key of the 
highef lakes) with a fine navigaition of eighteen n>iles, you arrive 
at the town of Detroit, famous for Hull's capitulation, and the 
river here ie only half a mite wide. Passing Detroit, the river 
a^ain expands, and receives the waters of lake St. Clair by a 
xiouth a mile and a half wide. This lake is about ninety miles 
in eireumfereace. It is saki to have a bar across the middle, run- 
vmg east and west, to pass which, vessels proceeding to or Irom 
lake Huron, must be unladen. We do not credit this assertion, 
but believe it may be navigated by any of the vessels we have on 
lake Erie, with safety. The river St. Clair, which unites the lake 
of that Dame with lake Huron, presents an easy entrance for ves- 
sels into the latter, and is about eighteen miles long. 

** Lake Huron is of a triangular shape, about one thousand miles 
in onrcamference, asid navigable for large ships, though some 
say it is not safe for vessels drawing more than nine or ten feet, on 
aecovnt of the shoals ; perhaps chiefly because they are yet little 
known. The shores of this lake are /represented as geneia>l\y 
sterile, being composed of sand and small stones : but at some ^ 
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distance back the soil (I pretty good, ^n tljf laorthern partt are 
many valuable establishments for cj^rryiDBOJn the tur trade^ of 
great importance to the enemy. From '^ northern extremity 
of this lAe there is a back passage to MonlreaL it is by the Ot- 
tawas river, which has its source in the lake Timiskimaing, north 
ef lake Huron, but the passage from which into lake Huron it by 
a portage of two miles to the navigable head of French river, 
^hich falls into lake Hurcq The Outawas river falls into the 
Cadaraqui'from the north-west about ten miles above Montreal, 
and presents in the passage upwards from Montreal numerous 
rapids, the waters passable with difficulty by canoes, and port- 
ages over which every thing must be transported by human la- 
bour only : circumstances which render it inefficient for military 
uses, since a force passing upward must not only transport its mil- 
itary stores and provisions over these portages, but the supply and 
difficulty must be encreased with numbers. These facts, in the 
present posture of affairs, are very important, because they de- 
monstrate, that with the command of the lakes, which the 
United States can always possess when they determine to employ 
the ample and facile means they possess, the whole of the Indian 
trade of the British must fall, and their garrisons must surrender^ 
or descend the Otawa river from mere necessity : we shall there- 
fore give a short sketch of the passage up this rivertis it is pursued 
by the trad(*rs, whose commodities for transport are much more 
manageable than military apparatus. 

" The navigation is conducted in canoes of birch, which car- 
ry about eight or ten men, and from fprty to sixty packages of 
merchahdize ; besides their provision, biscuit, pork, pease and lo- 
diati corn. In May they leave La Chine, about a mile below the 
entrance of the river Otawa, and proceed to St. Anne, about two 
miles from the western end of the island upon which stands Mon- 
treal, the two mountains being on the opposite side of the lake, 
here formed by the confluence of the Otawa with the Cadaraqui, 
and taking the name of the lake of the two mountains : at St 
Ann's there is a rapid, where they are obliged to unlade part of 
their cargoes. This lake of the two mountains is twenty miles 
long, and about two miles wide, and cultivation is seen on both 
its sides : at its end the water contracts and assumes the name of 
Otawa river. ' Here the inland voyage is considered as begin- 
ning : and after a course of fifteen miles, the current is interropt- 
ed by currents and cascades for a succession of ten miles, gener- 
ally denominated rapids ; here the travellers are obliged to un- 
load and bear their burdens on slings or on their backs ; wbilit 
the canoes are towed up against the current with immense la- 
bour and patience. There are places where the ground will not 
admit of the carriage of large loads, and they are therefore car- 
ried at several times. 




THB WAR. !i$ 

^* After about sfiHHIes'of smooth current^ where the river it 
generally more thatf ffttAe wide^ they reach the portage of the 
lake Claudiere^ where there is a cascade of twenty feet. The 
portage here is about half a roile> and canoes and all their lading 
are carried upon nnen's shoulders. Thence to the next portage 
des Chenes^ is short, but the land carriage is about a third longer 
than the preceding^ and is called portage du Chat ; there are two 
smaller portages called des Sables and de la Montagne^ in 
eighteen miles to the grand Calumet^ where the current is again 
tranquil ; next the portage Dufort, which is two hundred forty- 
five yards, over which canoes and cargoes must be ail carried 

then the portage of the mountain, the Derige, where the loads 
roust be carried three hundred eighty-five yards over one, and 
two hundred fifty over the other. The last portage of this river 
is a long one. between Les Atumettes, Deux Joachins and Roche 
Captaine, and the discharge De Trou. The distance of the port- 
ages nearly two miles, and others over lofty and difficult rocks...* 
Mfhen at about four hundred miles from Montreal, Petit Reviere 
falls into the Otawa from the south westward ; here the voyagers 
roust turn off to the left, and pass this river of about sixty five 
miles length, interrupted by rocks and cataracts to the number 
^ thirteen to the high lands ; when after the greatest difficulties^ 
and a course of land carriage of about six miles, they reach lake 
Nipising, which is about thir^-six miles long, and about fifteen 
wide ; but the track of the canoes is much longer, as they must 
follow the coast. 

*^ Out of this lake flows French river before mentioned, precip- 
itating its flood over rocks of considerable height, called the Ket- 
tle falls, which necessarily mfers another portage, of which there 
«re not less than five more in a distance of about eighty miles to 
the entrance of lake Huron.'' 

*^ Lake Michigan communicates with Huron by the straits of 
MichUlimackinac, which are about six miles long. This lake is 
entirely embosomed within the United States, which are separate 
ed from the British possesions by an imaginary line drawn through 
the middle of lakes Ontario, Erie, Huron, Superior, &c. The 
length of Michigan, from north to south, is estimated at two hund- 
red eighty miles, and the breadth between sixty and seventy, and 
it has about the same depth of water as Huron. The island of 
Michillimackinac, on which stands the village and fort of that 
name, is situate near the entrance of the strait from Huron, be- 
ing about seven miles in circurnference, and four miles distant 
from the nearest land. It abounds with excellent water, and is 
high and healthy ; rising to the centre *^ as to resemble when you 
approach it, a turtle's back from whence it derived its name, Mich' 
illimackinac, or the turtle." 

'^ The fort, which stands on the S. E. side, is handsomely situ- 
ated on a bluff rock, rising from one to two hundred feet from the 
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water^ almost perpendiq^lar io many plac^St ^xteddtag akoiit half 
way round the island. It overlooks, and of course commands tha 
barbour^ a beautiful semicircular basin of about one mile in ex« 
tent, and from one to five or six fathoms in deptb^ and sheltered 
from lake Huron by two islands stretching across its mouth, and 
leaving only a narrow ship channel, by which to enter -the har- 
bour. From the fort you have an uninterrupted view into lake 
Huron to the north east, and into lake Michigan on the west. It 
is entirely commanded by the high ground in its rear, where it 
only a stockade defended by two blockhouses, with a brass six 
pounder in each. There are also two long nines on a battery in 
front, besides two howitz, and a brass three pounder, which com* 
nands the approach to the front gate. 

** The first growth of thuber has been principally cut off, aad . 
the under-brush grown up, so that an invading enemy might ap* 
proach within cannoa shot (as was the case at its capture by the 
enemy) without being discovered by the centinels at the forf 

<^ The village contained about three hundred inhabitants ia 
1810, chiefly French Canadians ; and a very brisk trade was car- 
ried on with the neighbouring Indians. The export of furs in 
1804 was valued at D. 3S8»d^0, and the d«ties received on 
goods imported from the British possessions were D. 60/XX> It 
was in a very fidurishing situation when the enemy possessed 
themselves of it in 1812, before the declaration of war was 
known to our commandant. The hostile force came from St» 
Joseph's, a post about forty miles north, situate at the foot of the 
straits of St. Marie, through which the waters of labe Superior 
are discharged into Hurom St. Josephs was held chiefly as a 
place of observation on Michillimachioac : which latter the Bi^isil 
gave up with great reluctance by Jay's treaty, io 1794, tbougb 
they had conditioned to do it, immediatdy> in 1783, ten years be* 
fore. Chicago, or fort Dearborn, famous for the murder of its 
garrison, [an account of which will be given m a fltture niHober]. 
by the allies, is near the foot, or south end of Michigan, aearljr 
two hundred fifty miles from MichiHimackinac, and was the onljr 
post or settlement we had on the shores of the lake. 

^^ St. Josephs was garrisoned by two companies of CanadiaiM^ 
and a few regulars. It is assailable by water. The straits of St. 
Marie are forty miles long, and so rapid that they cannot be as* 
cended even by canoes, though the decent is safe, if the pilots are 
good.** 
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CHAPTER IV. 

Operations of the army of the centre.....Battle of Queenstown 
^,.. Bombardment of fort Niagara.,...Jttack on the British 
lines opposite and below Black Rock.....Geo graphical descrip* 
tion of the Niagara frontier. 

It was late in the season before a sufficient force was collect^ 
ed upon the Niagara frontlet to attempt offensive operations. 
In October, however. Gen. Van Rensselaer, of the New York 
jKiilitia, bad bis head-quarters at Lewistown, with a force under 
his command of four thousand men, consisting of about fifteen 
hundred regulars, and the remainder militia. They were dis* 
tributed along the river from fort Niagara to Buffalo. Nothing 
of importance occurred till the 12th, when the militia at Lewis- 
tqjvn became impatient to attack the enemy's works opposite^ at 
dueenstown. The attack was accordingly made on the ISth, 
the result of which, with the previous arrangements, and many 
important particulars, will be found in the following letter from 
Gen. Van Rensselaer to Maj. Qen. Dearborn, dated 

Head-quarters^ Lewistown, Oct 14, 1812. 
SlR.....As the movements of the army under my command^ 
since I had last the honour to address you on the 8th inst. have 
been of a very important character, producing consequences seri« 
ous to many individuals ; establishing facts actually connected 
with the interest of the service and the safety of the army ; and 
as I stand prominently responsible for some of these consequences^ 
I beg leave to. explain to you sir, and through you, to my coun« 
try, the situation and circumstances in which I have had to act, 
and the reasons and motives which have governed me : and if 
the result is not all that might have been wished, it is such that 
when the whole ground shall be viewed, I shall cheerfoUy submit 
myself to the judgment ol my country**^ 
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In my letter of the 8th in«t« I apprised you that a crisis in tbi« 
campaign was rapidly advancing ; and tbat^ (to repeat the same 
woids) '* the blow must be soon struck^ or all the toil and ex- 
pense of the campaign go for nothing, and worse than nothings 
for the whole would be tinged with dishonour.'* 

Under such impressions^ 1 had, on the 15th inst. written to 
Brig. Gen. Smyth, of the United States* forces, requesting an in- 
terview with him, Maj. Gen. Hall, and the commandants of the 
United States* regiments, for the purpose of conferring upon the 
subject of future operations. I wrote Maj. Gen. Hall to the same 
purport. On the 11th I had received no answer from Gen* 
Smyth ; but in a note to me of the 10th Gen. Hall mentioned that 
Gen. Smyth had not yet then agreed upon any day for the con*, 
sultation. 

In the mean time, the partial success of Lieut. EMiotf, at Black 
Rock (of which, however, I have received no official information) 
began to excite a strong disposition in the troops to act. This 
was expressed to me through various channels, in the shape of an 

alternative ; that they must have orders to act or, at all has- 

zards they would go home. I forbear here commenting upon the 
obviou» consequences, to me, personally, of longer withholding 
my orders under such circumstances. 

I had a conference with , as to the possibtlity of getting^ 

some person to pass over to Canada, and obtain correct informa- 
tion. On the morning of the 4th, he wrote to me that he had 
procured the man, who bore his letter to go over. Instructipns 

were given him ; he passed over obtained such information as 

warranted an immediate attack. This was confidentially commu- 
nicated to several of my first officers, and produced great zeal to 
act ; more especially as it might have a controlling effect upon 
the movements at Detroit, where it was supposed that Gen. Brock 
had gone with all the force he dared to spare from the Niagara 
frontier. The best preparations ui my power were, therefore, 
made to dislodge the enemy from the heights of dueenstown, and 
possess ourselves of the village, where the troops might be shel- 
tered from the distressing inclemency of the weather. 

Lieut. Col. Fenwick's flying artillery, and a detachsient of reg- 
ular troops, under his command, were ordered to be up in season 
from fort Niagara. Orders were also sent Gen. Smyth, to send 
down from Buffalo such detachment of his brigade as existing cir- 
cumstances in that vicinity might warrant. The attack was to 
have been made at 3 o'clock, on the morning of the 1 1th, by croet- 
iog over in boats from the old ferry opposite the heights. To 
avoid any embarrassment in crossing the river (which is here a 
sheet of violent eddia^^^ experienced boatmen were procured to 
take the boats from the landing below, to the place of embarka- 
tion. Lieut. Sim was considered the man of greatest skill for 
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this service he went ahead^ and in the extreme darkness^ passed 

the intended place far up the river ; and there^ in a most extraor- 
dinary manner^ fastened his boat to the shore, and abandoned the 
detachment. In tht front boat he had carried nearly every oar 
which was prepared for all the boats. In this agonizing dilemma 
stood officers and men, whose ardor bad not been cooled by ex- 
posure through the night to one of the most tremendous north* 
east storms, which continued unabated for twenty-eight hours, and 
deluged the whole eamp. The approach of day light extinguish- 
ed every prospect of success, and the detachment retuined to 
camp*' Col. Van Rensselaer was to have commanded the detach- 
ment* 

After this result I had hoped the patience of the troops would 
<have continued until I could submit the plan suggested in my let- 
ter of the 8th, that I might act under and in conformity to the 
opinion which might be then expressed. But my hope was idle : 
ihe previously excited ardor seemed to have gained new heat 
from the late miscarriage....tbe brave were mortified to stop short 
of their object, and the timid thought laqrels half won by an at- 
tempt. 

On the morning of the i2th, such was the pressure upon roe 
from all quarters, that I became satisfied that my refusal to act 
might involve me in suspicion, and the service in disgrace. 

Viewing afiairs at BuiTalo as yet unsettled, I had immediately 
countermanded the march of Gen. Smyth's brigade, upon the fail- 
ure of the first expedition : but having now determined to attack 
iQueenstown, I sent new orders to Gen. Smyth to march ; not 
with the view of his aid in the attack, for I considered the force 
dettached sufficient, but to support the detachment should the con- 
flict be obstinate and long continued. 

Lieut. Col. Christie, who had just arrived at the Four Mile 
Creek, had late in the night of the first contemplated attack, gal- 
lantly offered me his own and his men's services : but he got my 
permission too Ufe. He now again came forward, had a confer- 
ence with Col* Van Rensselaer, and begged that he might have 
the honour of a command m the expedition. The arrangement 
was made.. Colonel Van Rensselaer was to command one column 
of 300 militia ; and Lieut. Col. Christie a column of the same num- 
ber of regular troops. 

Every precaution was now adopted as to boats, and the most 
confidential and experienced men to manage them. At an early 
hour in the night, Lieut. Col. Christie marched his detachment, by 
the rear road, from Niagara to camp. At 7 in the evening 
Lieut. Col. Stranahaa's regiment moved from Niagara Falls.....at 
B o'clock, MGad's....and at 9, Lieut. Col. Elan's regiment marched 
from the same place. All were in camp in good season. ^ Agree- 
ably to my orders issued upon this occasion, the two columns 
were to pass over together ; as soon as the heights should be 
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carried^ Lieut. Col. Fenwickt flying artiHery wat ta pats over ; 
then Maj. MuHany't detachment of regulars ; and tbe other troope 
to follow in order. 

At dawn of day the boats were in readiness^ and the troopt 
commenced embarking, under the cover of a commanding batte^ 
^ ry mounting two eighteen pounders and two sixes. The move« 
ments were soon discovered, and a brisk fire of musquetry poured 
from the whole line of the Canada shore. Our battery the» 
opened to sweep the shore ; but it was, for some minutes, too 
dark to direct much fire with safety. A brisk cannonade wat 

now opened upon the boats from three different batteries our 

battery returned their fire, and occasionally threw grape upon the 
shore, and was itself served with shells from a small mortar of 
the enemy's. Col. Scott, of the artillery, by hastening his march 
from Niagara Falls in the night, arrived in season to return the 
enemy's fire with two six pounders. 

The boats were somewhat embarrassed with the eddies, as 
well as with a shower of shot : but Col. Van Rensselaer, with * 
about one hundred men, soon effected his landing, amidst a tre- 
mendous fire directed upon him from every point ; but to the as*> 
tonishment of all who witnessed the scene, this van of the col- 
umn advanced but slowly against the fire. It was a serisous misfor- 
tune to the van, and indeed to the whole expedition, that in a few 
minutes after landing. Col. Van Rensselaer received four wounds 
•••.a ball passed through his right thigh, entering just below the 
hip-bone....another shot passed through the same thigh, a lit- 
tle below.*... a third through the calf of his leg....and a fourth 
cartused his heel. This was quite a crisis in the expedition. 
Under so severe a fire it was difficult to form raw troops. By 
some mismanagement of the boat- men, Lieut. Col. Christie did not 
arrive until some time after this, and was wounded in the hand 
in passing the river. Cd. Van Rensselaer was still able toetand ; 
and with great presence of mind ordered his officers to proceed 
with rapidity and storm the fort. This service was gaMantly per^ 
formed, and the enemy driven down the hill in every direction* 
Soon after this both parties were considerably reinforced, and tbe 
conflict was renewed in several places.... many of the enemy took 
shelter behind a stone guard-bouse, where a piece of ordnance 
was now briskly served. I ordered the fire of our battery direct- 
ed upon the guard house ; and it was so efiectually done^ that 
with eight or ten shot the fire v^as silenced. The enemy then 
retreated behind a large store house ; but in a short lime the 
route became general, and the enemy's fire was silenced, except 
from a one gun battery,, so far down the river as to be out of tbe 
reach of heavy ordnance, and our light pieces could not si- * 
lenoe it. A number of boats now passed over unannoyed, except 
from one unsilenced gun. For some time after I bad passed over 
the victory appesured complete : but in the expeclalkHL of further 



•ttackf, I wat takiag measures for forttfjiiig my camp immediate^ 
]jr..*.the 4ir«ctioB of this service I committed to LieuL Tolten^ of 
the cDgineers. But very soon the enemy were reinforced by a 
detaofament of several lumdred IsdiaBt l^om Chippewa. They 
commenced a furious attack ; but were promptly met and routed 
by the rifle and bayonet. By this time I perceived my troops 
were embarking very slowly. I passed immediately over to ac- 
celerate their movements ; but to my utter astonishment I found 
at the very moment vrfaen complete victory was in our hands^ 
the ardour of the unengaged troops had entirely subsided, I rode 
in all directions^ urged the men by every consideration to past 
over, but hi vain. Lieut. Col. Bioom^ who had been wounded id 
the action, returned, mounted his horse and rode tnrough the 
camp ; as did also Jadge Peck, who happened to be here, «thort- 
ing the companies to proceed, but all in vain. ^ 

At this time a large reinforcement from Fort Oedrge were dis-^ 
covered coming up the river. As the battery on the bill was coiih 
sidered an impottant check against their ascending the heights, 
measures were immediately taken to send them a fresh supply of 
ammunition, as I had learnt there were left only twenty shot for 
the eighteen pounders. 'The reinforcements, however, obliqued 
to the right from the road, and formed a junctfon with the In- 
dians in the rear of the heights. Finding to my infinite mor« 
tification, that no reinforcement would pass over ; seeilig that 
another severe conflict must soon commence ; and knowing 
that the brave men on the heights were quite exhausted and near- 
ly OQt of ammunition, all I could do was to send them a fresh 
supply of cartridges. At this ciitical moment I despatched a note 
. to Gen. Wadsworth, aoquamting hhn with our sltuation....leaving 
the course to be pursued much to bis own judgment.««.with as« 
Burance that if he thought best ta retreat, I would endeavour to 
send a» many boats as I c6uld command, and cover his retreat by 
every fire I could safely make. But the boats were dispersed...^ 
many of the boatmen had fled panic struck«...^nd but iew got off. 
But my note eoukl but little more than have reached Gen. Wade- 
worth about 4 o'clock, when a most severe and obstinate conflict 
commenced and continued about half an hour, with a tremend- 
dous fire of cannon, flying artillery, and musketry. The enemy 
succeeded in repossessing their battery ; and, gaining advantage 
on every aide, the brave men who had gained the victory, ex- 
hausted of strength and ammunition, and grieved at the unpar^ 
doimMe neglect of their feUow-sddiers, gave up the conflict. 

I can only add that the victory was really won ; but lost for 
the want of a small reinforcenfent. One third part of the idle 
men might have saved all. 

I have been so presred with the various duties of burying the 
dead, provtdhig for the woftided, collecting the poblic property, 
negooitting an exohaage of prisoners, and all the oenoerns conse- 
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quent of such a battle^ that I hare not been able to forward this 
deapatch at at early an hour as I could have wished. I shall 
soon forward you another despatch in which I shall endeavour to 
to point out to you the conduct of some most ^rallant and deserv- 
ipg officers. But I cannot in justice cloae this without expressing 
the very great obligation I am under to Brig. Gen. Wadsworth, 
Col. Van Rensselaer^ Col. Scott^ Lieut. Cols. Christie and Fen wick, 
and Capt« Gibson. Many othera have also behaved most gallant- 
ly. I have reason to believe that many of our troops fled to the 
woods, with the hope of crossing the river. 1 have not been able 
to learn the probable number of killed, wounded, or prisoners. 
The slaughter of our troops must have been very considerable, 
and the enfmy have suffered severely. 

Gen. Brock is among the slain, and his aid-decamp mortally 
wounded. 

I have the honour to be, sir, with great respect and considera* 
tion, your most obedient servant, 

(Signed) STEPHEN VAN R£N$SELA£R, 

Maj. Gen. Dearborn. .Maj. Geo. 

The following additional interesting particulars of the battle 
of Queenstown, are derived from a source which may be deemed 
authentic. 

On the 12th Oct. Gen. Van Rensselaer bad under his com- 
mand about 5800 men, thus disposed : 2IK)0 militia at or near 
Lewistown : 1300 regular troops, under Gen. Smyth, near Black 
Rock, 28 miles from Lewistown : 500 militia and voHioteers at 
Black Rock and Schlosser; about SOO men in six companies of 
field and light artillery ; about 500 men of the 6th and 13th reg- 
iments, at fort Niagara ; about 300 regulars of the 23d regiment| 
under Mfaj. MuUany, at the same place. 

On the same day Maj. Gen. Brock had under his command 
atid under arms, at different posts, from and including fort George 
and fort Erie, 28G0 men, of whom 2400 were disciplined troops 
of the 41st and 49th British regiments and Canadian flank com- 
panies, and 400 were Indians* 

Gen. Van Rensselaer decided to attempt to cross the river and 
attack the enemy's batteries at Queenstown, on the night of the 
12th. The regular troops at Niagara, under Lieut. Col. Fen wick, 
and Maj. Mullany, were ordered up to Lewistown, and 13 boatt 
were provided to efl^ct the crossing. 

The detachment that was to make the atuck, consisted of 
tome miKtia under the command of Col. Van Rensselaer, the 
General's aid-de-camp ; a part of the 13th infantry, under Lieut. 
Col. Christie ; and detachments of the 6th and 23d, under Msj. 
Mullany ; and Col. Van Rensselaer was to command the whote. 

At 3 o'clock, in the morning of tfal 13th of Oct. the detach- 
ment, about 400 men, marched from the camp near liewiatowd. 
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Col. Van Rensselaer ovossed over. A grape fhot from a bat* 
tery below QueenitowD^ which enfiladed the crossing place^ 
wounded Lieut. Co). Christie slightly .in the httod ; his pilot became 
confused^ the boatmen frtghtetoi^; and hit boit returned. Tbv 
boats with Maj. Mutlaby fell below the landing94Wo of them were 
taken, and the Major •returned. '-..k r- ' ' 

Lieut. Valleau was killed in orosatng i^ and in asceikfiag <he 
bank or on a small low flat at the water's edge. Col. Van Rettsse- 
laer, Capt. Armstrong, Capt. Malcom, and Capt. Wool, were 
wounded ; and Bns; Morris kitled.f 

A party of British troops issued from an old fort below Queent- 
lown ; they were fired on by the Americans, and retreated; 
The firing from battery, soon afterwards compelled the Amer- 
icans to retreat under the bank. 

To Col. Van Rensselaer, who hiy there wounded, applieation 
was made by the officers for orders. He said that if the battery 
on the heights of dueenstown was taken possession of, the British 
must retreat or surrender. The men were rallied, and about 
160 under the command of Capt. Wool, Capt. Ogilvie, Lieut. 
Gansevoort, Lieut. Randolph^ Lieut. Carr, and Lieut. Huginin, all 
of the regular troops, and Lieut. Lush, (brigade major) of militi^ 
mounted the rocks on the right of the battery, and carried \U 
Captain Wool ordered the artillery^men to take po8se8sk)n of the 
guns and turn them on the enemy : but it was found that Lieut. 
Gansevoort had hastily spiked the cannon. The remainder of the 
detachment joined those who carried the battery. 

Capt. Wool^ discovered the British troops forming at dueens- 
town, and formed the troops under his command in line. Gen. 
Brock was at the head of the British troops, and led them round 
about to the heights in the rear of the battery. Capt. Wool de- 
tached 160 men to meet the British ; this detachment was driv- 
en back, reinforced, and the whole driven to the brink of the pre* 
cipice forming the bank of the Niagara river, above dueenstown. 

At this moment some of the officers put a white handkerchief 
on a bayonet to hoist as a flag, with intention to surrender. Capt. 
Woo] enquired the object. It was answered that the party were 
nearly without ammunition, and that it was useless to sacrifice 
the lives of brave men. Capt. Wool tore off the flag ; ordered 
the officers to rally the men, and bring them to the charge. The 
order was executed, but in some confusion. The boasted 4dth 
could not stand the American bayonet. The British troops were 
routed ; and Maj. Gren. Brock, in gallantly exerting himself te 
rally them, was struck by three balls, and killed. His aid, Cofc 
M'Donald, kW mortally wounded, at the same time. 



n was killed bf a gn»e iluit when preptviag lo embwiE 

Capt Monit o. the* U. S navy. 

I offlcersspeak hisfaljr of the valor vf Ueat. Baodo^ 



* Capt N«ltan was killed bf a gmBe iluit when prepavias to embark. 

t BffoditY to Cap - ' • - - - 
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The British bciag completely driven from the heights about ten 
o^dock, the line wat ne formedi and flaniiiiig parties sent out 

After this briiiiiint success, reinforcements continued to arrive 
under Capt. GHbsoi^ of the lucht artillery, Capt. Mackesney of the 
6th, Capti Lawoen^ of tbe. 13th infantry ; and of Cols. Allen^ 
Mead, Stranahan, and other militia officer^ 

About 2 o'clock in the afternooi», Brig.Gen.Wadswprth of militia^ 
Liettt. CoL Scott of artiUery, Lieut. Col. Christie and Maj. Mullany 
crossed the rirer, and took the command of the American troopa, 
Lieut. Col. Christie ordered Capt. Wool to leave the field and have 
. his wounds dressed* He obeyed, crossed the river, had his 
wounds dressed, and re-crossed to the Canadian side, but acted 
no more during the day. 

About 3 o'clock a party of Indians appeared in the direction of 
tbe village of Chippewa, and commenced an attack. As they 
approached through a wood and orchard, the American troops not 
knowing their numbers, at first gave way. Lieut* CoL Scott 
made great exertknis. He was in full dress ; and his tall stature 
rendered him a conspicuous mark. Several Indians say they shot 
at him ; but he remained unhurt. Lieut. Col. Christie was re- 
marked for bis perfect composure and coolness. The Indiana 
were soon defeated and fled to the woods, leaving several dead, 
and one of their chiefs a prisoner. 

As soon as this engagement was oyer, a body of British troopt 
with some light artlUery, approached from Fort George. Exer- 
tions were made by Gen. Van Rensselaer* to send over the mili- 
tia. Two thousand of them remained on the American bank of 
the river, to which they had not been marched in any order, but 
had ran as a mob. Not one of them would cross. The number 
of boats were at first insufficient ; some of those had been lost or 
destroyed, and only three or four were left. And a great error 
had been committed in leaving undisturbed a battery below 
Queenstown, which enfiladed the ferry. The militia had aeen 
the wounded, they had seen the Indians, and were panic struck. 
There were wretches who, at this Critical moment, could talk of 
the constitution, and the right of the militia to refuse to cross the 
line ! 

The American troops had been scattered in pursuit of the In- 
dians, and were somewhat surprised. They lost the precious time 
and opportunity of attacking the i&ritish as they ascended the 
heights. So soon as the British force, estimated at 800 meup 
was ibrmed in line, fianked by some pieces of light artillery and 
Indians, the event was no longer doubtful. 

The American troops formed m line to the number of 125 reg- 
ular8,and 117 militia, with one piece of light artillery. This lit- 
tle band Mfould have made a gallant resistance ; but at that mv^ ~ 

• The Ocimil at MK tiiM oiInS «(0 liTw; biit acfv aiM^ed tlif Ms<M^ 
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fisent an order was received from Gen. Van Rensselaer to retreat 
with an assurance that boats would be ready to receive the troops. 
They retreated in disorder down the hill to the bank, but tber^ 
were no boat^ there. The Americans then surrendered. 389 
regulars and 378 militia were reported prisoners, 02 of the regu* 
lars and 20 of the militia being wounded. 

The number of either killed or wounded in this battle has 
never been very accurately ascertained. The highest estimate 
of the killed is 90. The loss of the British in killed was probably 
considerably less. 

Our whole loss may be estimated at 1000 men. And the de« 
aertion and discharges from our militia corps had diminished that 
force one thousand more. 

Captain Wool, the hero of the heights of Queenstown^ wat 
at that time 26 years of age. He has since been promoted. 

List of officers taken prisoners in the battle of Queenstown..... 
Lieut. Cols. Penwick, Scott, and Christie; Capt8,0gilvie,Machesney 
and Gibson; Lieuts. Turner, Clarke, Bayley, Kearney, Randolph^ 
M'Cartey, Phelps, Totten, Carr, Sammons, Fink, and Hugin- 
nin^ and Enssign Reab.* 

Shortly after the battle of Clueenstown, Gen. Van. Rensselaer 
resigned the command of the army to Gen. Alexander Smyth^ 
v^ho excited high expectations in many, by his gasconading proc- 
lamations ; but finally disgraced himself by a series of measures 
of an indecisive, peurile, and cowardly character. We shall not 
fatigue our readers with these proclamations, promises of attack 
upon Canada, repeated embarkations and re-embarkations of the 
troops, and final abandonment of the threatened expedition^ 
nor with Gen. Smyth's long and awkward apology for such 
abandonment, but select from this mass of trash and disgrace such 
incidents as may develope the spirit of our troops. 

On the 21st of Nov. the British batteries at and near fort 
George opened a tremendous fire upon fort Niagara, which was re* 
turned with great effect ; the particulars of which are disclosed 
in the following oflScial letter of Col. M'Feeley to Gen. Smyth : 

Sir I beg leave to inform you that on the morning of the 

21st of Nov. at 6 oclock, a heavy cannonading opened upon this 
garrison from all the batteries at and in the neighborhood of fort 
George, which lasted without intermission until after sun-down. 
They had five detached batteries, two mounting 24 pounders, one 
mounting a 9, and tvyo mortar batteries, one 10 1-2, the other 
5 1-2 inch. The batteries firing hot shot, Yibich set some of our 
buildings on fire, but from the extraordinary vigilance of the offi- 
oers and men, particularly Maj, Armistead of the United States' 

* C^u Oibwm and Nbdieaiey, lievu Toctcn aaA RanOolph ivcn imnMfaMljatlwi;^ 
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dorpt of engineers^ whose indefatigable exertions were extebdcd 
to all parts of the garrison, the fires were got \inder without being 
observed by the enemy. 

Our garrison was not as well provided with artillery and am- 
munition as I could have wished ; however the batteries open* 
ed a tremendous fire upon them, in return, with hot shot, admir- 
ably well ditected. 

Several times during the cannonading, the town of Newark 
was in flames, but was extinguished by their engines... .as also 
the centre building in fort George. Their mess house and all the 
buildings near it were consumed. Cdpt. M'Keen commanded a 
12 pounder in the S. E. blockhouse, and diiitinguished himself by 
his usual gallantry and skill. Capt. Jacks, of the 7th regiment 
Aiilhia artillery, commanded u 6 pounder on the N. blockhouse^ 
and together with a part of his own compfl ny, though placed in ft 
situation most exposed to the fire of the enemy, maintained their 
position like veterans. 

• Lieut. Rees, of the 3d regiment of artillery, had the command 
of an 18 pounder on the S. £• battery, which was pointed at the 
battery en barbette, mounting a 24 pounder, and also at fort 
George ; several well-directed shot were made from this gun, 
which proved the skill of its commander. About ten o'clock 
tiieut. Rees had his left shoulder bruised by a part of the parapet 
falling on him ; which, though it did not materially injure him, 
obliged him to retire, and Capt. Leonard of the 1st regiment 
United States' artillery, at that moment arriving, took the 
command of this battery for the remainder of the day. Lieut. 
Wendel, of the 3d regiment of artillery, had the command of an 
18 and 4 pounders on the W. battery....and Doct. Hooper of Capt. 
Jack's company militia artillery, had the command of a 6 pound- 
er on the mess-house. Of these gentlemen and their commands, 
I cannot speak with too much praise ; they distinguished them- 
selves highly, and from their shot, all of which was hot, the town 
of Newark was repeatedly fired, and one of the enemy's batter- 
ies silenced for a time. 

An instance of extraordinary bravery in a female, (the wife of 
one Doyle, a private of the U. States' artillery, made a prisoner at 
dueenstown) f cannot pass over. During the most tremendous 
cannonading I have ever seen, she attended the 6 pounder on the 
old mess-house wHh the red hot shot, and shewed fortitude equal- 
ing the maid of Orleans. Lieuts. Ganesvoort and Harris of the 
1st • regiment United States' artillery, had the command of the 
Sfitt battery at Youngstown, mounting one 18 and a 4 pounder. 
These two guns played upon the garrison of fort George, and the 
buildings near it : from every observation I could make during 
their fire, I am happy to say they merited my warmest thanks for 
their skill in the service of these guns. Lieut. Harris, from his 
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4 pounder, lunk a schooner which lay at their wharf: she was 
one of those taken by the enemy at the mouth of the Genesee riv* 
er a short time smce. He also assisted in burning and destroying 
the buildings near the wharf. These two officers and their men^ 
in the warmest part of the cannonading^ having fired away all 
their cartridges, cut up their flannel waist-coats and shirts, and 
the soldiers their trowsers, to supply their guns. 

I cannot say too much in praise of all the officef s and soldiers 
of the artillery immediately under my observation in this garrison; 
they merit the thanks and esteem of their country for the defence 
of it, and I believe It never sustained so sharp ani continued a 
bombardment. 

The enemy threw more than two thousand red hot balls into 
it, and a number of shells amounting to more than one hundred 
and eighty, only one of which did injury to our men. 

Lieut. Col. Gray commanded the artillery ; the unremitting. at- 
tention paid to his duty, proves him an officer whose zeal and 
science do honour to himself and country ; to this gentlemen I 
feel much indebted for the manner he acquitted himself. 

To the ofKcers of my regiment, (particularly Capt. Mulligan) 
and the soldiers who assisted the artillery, and , those employed 
in extinguishing the fires, and carrying off the killed and wound- 
ed, I am also much indebted : they merit my warmest thanks. 
To Doct. West of the garrison, Doct. Hugan of the 14th regi- 
ment United States' infantry, and Doct. Craige of the 22d regi* 
ment United States' infantry, I offer my thanks. They were 
employed during the entire day, in the most critical duties of their 
profession. Our killed and wounded amount to eleven. 

Killed Serjeants, Jones, 1st regiment of United States' artil- 

lery ; Salisbury, 3d do. do. do. : privates, Stewart, 22d do. United 
States' infantry ; Lewis, Ist do. do. artillery. 

Wounded Officers, Lieut. Thomas, 22d regiment of United 

States' infantry : privates, Boman, 14th do. do. ; M'Evoy, Ist 
do. doJ ; Campbell, Ist do. do. ; Welsh, 1st do. do.: Ray, 3d do* 
do. ; Wood worth, 7th do. militia artillery. 

From the numbers we saw carried off from the enemy's batter- 
ies, F presume many more were killed and wounded on their-side. 

Only two of the above men were killed by the enemy's shot, 
the rest- by the bursting of a 12 pounder in the S. E. block-house, 
and by the spunges of the guns on the north block-house, and at 
the salt battery. GEO. M'FEELEY, Lieut. Col. 

commanding fort Niagara^ 

On the 27th November Gen. Smyth ordered the enemy's bat- 
teries opposite Black Rock to be stormed, as a precautionary 
measure previous to the crossing uf the army into Canada, which 
was to take place agreeably to orders the next day. The partic- 
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ulars of this affair will be (bund in the fonowing official letter of 
Col. Winder to Gep. Smyth : 

Black Rock, Dec. 7, 1812- 

SiR.....I should before th^s have communicated the circumstances 
relative to the two enterprises of the night of the 28th, had oot 
your presence enabled you at once to learn the general resultj so 
far as was necessary, to predicate other movements on ; and bad 
not my incessant occupation since rendered it almost impossible 
to find the requisite time. I deem it, however, my duty, injus- 
tice to the gallant officers and men who formed a part of that ex- 
pedition, to present to you such particulars as I have obtained 
from those engaged in it, and which have been confirmed by the 
prisoners who were taken. 

Agreeably to your order of the 27th, Lieut. Col. Boerstler em- 
baijced with about 200 of the 4th in boats; and Capt. King of the 
army, and Lieut. Angus of the naVy, embarked with 150 soldiert 
and 70 sailors, in ten boats ; between 12 and 1 o'clock of the 
morning of the 28th. The embarkation of both detachments was 
made with exemplary silence, order and promptitude. 

The detachment of Captain King having to ascend the river 
against the current, to arrive at the point of attack, I directed 
him to move off first, so that the detachment under Lieut. CoL 
Boerstler having in some degree the advantage of the jcurrent, 
each party might arrive as nearly as poLSsibie at its point of attack 
at the same time. 

The detachment of King and Angus was discovered by the 
centinels some time before it landed, and was assailed by. a dis- 
charge of small arms from the centinels, and one or two dis- 
charges from a field piece at the Red House. Four boats out of 
the ten nevertheless resolutely landed. The sailors under Lieut* 
Angus, with their characteristic impetuosity, rushed into the hot- 
test fire, before the infantry could be formed after landing, and 
sustained considerable injury. Capt. King, however, seconded by 
Capts. Morgan and Sprole, formed the infantry, which did land as 
expeditiously as possible....and in conjunction with Lieut. Angus, 
volunteer Swartwout, and the brave naval officers, soon overcame 
all resistance there. He then turned to the left, and proceeded 
to storm the enemy's lower battery, which was vigorously assail- 
, ed, and soon carried, and the cannon spiked* He then proceeded 
to the next battery above, which the enemy,in their trepidation, had 
by this time abandooed..«.and spiked the cannon there and broke 
the carriage. In the mean time Lieut. Angus and volunteer 
Swartwout, and their party of sailors, had spiked the field pieces at 
the Red House, and bad thrown them, together with two cais- 
sons, into the river.... which having accomplished, he retired to 
the place of landing, where, finding only four boats, and being ig- 
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norant that tbe oihert had not landed, and seeing nothing of the 
infantry, he concluded that either they had been made prisoners^ 
or had deserted him ; and in consequence immediately embarked 
bis men with his wounded prisoner^ Lieut, King of the Royal ar- 
tillervj and returned round the lower end of Squaw Island again 
to the navy yard. In consequence of this unfortunate mistake, 
which arose from the failure of six of the boats to make their 
landing, Capt. King with Capts. Sprole and Morgan, and about 60 
men, were left on the other shore. 

Lieut. Col. Boerstler with his detachment had in the mean 
time proceeded down the river to attack and destroy the party 
stationed at Frenchman's creek^ and the bridge over it. 

The discovery of the party under Capt. King and Lieut. Angus at 
ao early a period, and the consequent firing>had alarmed the centin- 
els and party near Frenchman's creek, and Lieut.Col. Boerstler immer 
-diately pushed to strike the shore at the nearest point, *which, with 
a want of the knowledge of the localities of the place and tht 
darkness of the night, occasioned him to land froni a quarter to 
half a mile above the bndge....not without having received the 
fire of the centinels and a small party, aiKl having a picket guard 
of about thirty men of the 49th drawn up and advancing upon 
them at the moment of landing. Four of his boats, misled by the 
darkness of the night, or the inexperienced rowers, being unable 
to force them across the current, fell below near the bridge, and 
were forced to retire by a party of the enemy stationed there. 

The companies of Capts. Montgomery and Lane, and a part of 
Sullivan's company under Lieut. Kearney, however, efTtcted their 
landing with Lieut. Col. Boerstler. The boat in which Lieut. Col. 
Boerstler was, with Capt. Lane and twenty men, first reached the 
shore. These were formed as well, and as quickly as possible, and 
ordered to fire on the enemy, which was done with much gal* 
lantry, but not without some confusion, inseparable from dark- 
ness, in the face of an enemy ready to receive them, of whose 
numbers they were ignorant, and by men and officers for the first 
time engaged in a contest. The exertions of Lieut. Col. Boerst- 
ler to keep his party in order, threw him somewhat in advance, 
and he was saved from the bayonet of one of the enemy by his 
presence of mind and promptitude in shooting him down with 
his pistol. An encouraging command at that moment brought 
the l^ayonets of his party in contact with those of the enemy, and 
they fied with precipitation, leaving several dead, and two pris- 
oners. The pursuit was pressed to the bridge. Several of the 
axes were in the boats which had not landed, and the necessity 
of encountering the enemy at the moment of landing occasioned 
those that were in the boats that had reached the shore, to be 
left. A party however was detached under Lieut. Waring, to 
break up the bridge by any means which they could find ; and 
about one third of' the planks wer6 actually removed* 
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At this iuae all was sOeDt with the parties under Capt. King 
and Lieut. AogU8....and Lieut. C<A. Boerstler supposed them either 
repulsed or successful. At this moment Lieut. Woodward^ com* 
nanding the hoat guard, made a corporal and a private of the 
49tb, prisoners, and learned that the whole force from fort Em 
were cooling down upon them, and that two hundred were with* 
in a few minutes' march of the boats. He immediately dispfttch- 
ed a messenger to inform Lieut. Col. Boerstier, who formed his 
party, hastened up to the boats, and a small distance above the 
boats discovered a considerable party of the en^my formed.... 
tiieut. Col. Boerstler, by a feint in giving the title of field officert 
to captains, and battalions to companies, in loud ordets, endeav«- 
ored to alarm the enemy by the apprehension of being out num- 
tiered, ordered afire a/id then a charge....the enemy fled without 
giving a ^ance to reach him. 

The order bemg not to attempt to hold possession, Lieut. CoL 
Boerstler deemed it advisable to embark his troops to return ; 
judging, as has since been ascertained, that the whole force from 
fort Erie was approaching. 

The success of Capt. King and Lieut Angus had led the ene* 
my to suppose that a large force bad landed with them, and in- 
stead, therefore, of coming down the river, they passed through 
the fields between the batteries and the woods, and came into 
the river road between the batteries and Frenchman's creek ; 
probably without knowing that Lieut. Col. Boerstler's detachment 
had landed below....and when they found their advance di^ersed 
by what, from Lieut. Col. Boerstler's feint, they had supposed a 
a large party, they again turned off to the left through the fields, 
passed round the bridge, and concentrated their force below. 

Had Lieut. Col. Boerstler known that the party of Capt King 
bad been successful, a junction might have been made, and every 
thing accomplished. But he was justified in supposing that as 
the enemy's force had passed down by the point of Capt. King's 
attack, he had been beaten off or taken ; and that under that sup- 
position it therefore became necessary for him immediately to eno- 
bark. 

Capt. King with Morgan and Sprole, after accomplishing their 
•bject, and finding the boats gone, proceeded down the river ; 
and near Frenchman's creek found two of the enemy's boats, in 
which Morgan and Sprole, with about half the detachment, and 
their prisoners embarked about day, and returned to our shore.... 
Capt. King gallantly refusing to leave the shore unless all his mea 
aould accompany him. 

Lieut. Warring, with eight men employed in breaking up the 
bridge, were left, notwithstanding Lieut. Col. Boerstler, in the 
most pointed manner, enquired several times after the party were 
en board, and before they put off, whether every one was oa 
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board. It was too dark to see, and he was left. You know the 
manner in which I saved him the next morning ; and of the 
manner in which my attempt to land with the 14th aqd part of 
the 23d was fmstrated. 

1 cannot close this communication^ without expressing my high 
sense of the cool, intrepid, and collected manner in which Lieut. 
Col. Boerstler, and the officers and men under him, conducted 
themselves in this their first essay in practical war, under circum- 
stances well calculated to have confused, distracted, and intimi* 
dated veteran soldiers. 

Captain King has placed his gallantry and magnanimity in a 
•onspicuous point of view, by his storming the enemy's batteries, 
and refusing to desert his men. 

Lieut. Angus and such of his men as landed, maintained this 
high character of American tars. He was unfortunately and ne- 
tessarily misled by the absence of eo many boats....and from this 
•ause it arose, that ^e remained ignorant of the actual state 
of 'the enemy^s shore, until it was too late to profit by it. I think 
however, there is no man who would not have acted, under simi- 
lar circumstances, as Lieut. Angus did. 

iJieut. Col. Boerstler has shewn by this oi^ht, that he is ade- 
quate to command in very trying and perplexing circumstances ; 
aod Capt. Kmg has manifested mo#t fully k^ character for gallant* 
ry and courage. 

I cannot pretend to particularize the merits of others, where aU 
vrher landed under the respective commands of the^e gentlemen, 
tonducted themselves in the handsomest manner. 

I am with great respect, sir, your obedient servant. 
(Signed) W. H. WINDER, 

Brig. Gen. Alexander Smyth,") Col. 14th Inf. U. S. Army* 

Commanding Gentry Army. jT 

Geographical description of the Niagara /fontter.....The vil- 
lage of Buffalo is situated at the lower end of lake Erie, between 
a quarter and a half mile back from the margin of the lake. Fort 
Erie is nearly opposite, and at the distance of between two and 
three miles^ part of which is woods. Immediately below this the 
river Niagara forms itself, and a very considerable rapid continues 
for about two miles, the main channel being on the British side of 
the river. Black Rock is -at the foot of these rapids, near three 
miles from Buffalo ; here the river is about half a mile wide : a 
fiat bottomed boat or scow is said to cross in two minutes. The 
opposite shore makes a handsome appearance, the buildings being 
alLon the bank of the river, and the farms appear to be cleared 
back about half a mile. 

The navy-yard is a short distance below Black Rock, covered 
from the enemy by Squaw Island. About three miles below this 
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is the bead of Grand Island^ which continues for twelve milev 
immediately^ below which is a small island called Navy Island. 
Schlosser^ a place so called from the old French fort which for- 
merly stood therej is 12 miles from Buffalo^ and opposite Chippe^ 
wa, a small village and creek of that name on the Canada side^ 
and half a mile below the point of Navy Island. The river la 
between two and three miles wide^ and a ferry has usually been 
kept, but great caution has to be used by the ferry-men to keep 
clear of the rapids below^ which are so considerable as to render 
navigation impracticable. This is also a landing place for boats, 
and all kinds of merchandize which is carried round the falls. 

The great falls of Niagara are one mile below Schlosser, half a 
mile above which the river begins to descend with great rapidity • 
its bottom is very rocky, with sundry small perpendicular pitches ; 
the stream is divided by Goat Island, wtiich runs down to the 
main pitch. This pitch is said to be 137 feet perpendicular, and is 
in a circular form....on the top of the fall the river is about three- 
fourths of a mile in width, but becomes considerably narrower im^ 
mediately below, and continues a very wild current, from a quar- 
ter to a half mile in width, to Lewistown,a distance of seven miles; 
being conaned by perpendicular banks of about 200 feet in height, 
generally covered with cedar. 

The face of the country continues perfectly level on each side 
as far as Lewistown, without any descent, as might be expected 
from so great a fall in the river. The descent from fort Schlosser 
to Devil's Hole, or Whirlpool, a distance of four miles including 
the perpendicular falls and rapids, has, agreeably to an ofScial re- 
port made to Congress in Aptil, i808, been by correct measure- 
ment ascertained to be 375 feet, and the whole fall from Lake 
Erie to hh\e Ontario is estimated at 450 feet. From the outlet 
of Lake Ontario, which forms the St. Lawrence, to Montreal, the 
descent is estimated at 200 feet, making the elevation of Lake 
Erie above the surface of the river at Montreal 650 feet. 

On the hill above Lewistown a delightful prospect presents itself 
....a commanding view of the adjacent country. Lake Ontario, 
fort Niagara, at a distance of seven mile ; Newark, fort George, 
Queenstown,Lewistown,&c. From Lewistown the rivf rcontbues 

about half a mile wide, with a deep but moderate current 

Fort Niagara is situated on a delightful plain, its walls on the 
very margin of the lake, and bank of the river ; Newark is situ- 
ated directly opposite the fort, immediately above which stands 
fort George% Queenstown, . a handsome village, is on the oppo- 
site shore froo^ Lewistown. It is at the head of navigation for 
ships. 

Youngstown is one mile above fort Niagara, on the river, and 
half a mile above fort George. A battery was here erected. 
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QtHed the salt battery, mounting one 18 nad a 4 potinder : tfait 
battery and those on Niagara fort, owing to a bend in the riTer, 
formed a crosa fire on fort George to great advantage, which was 
»eventeen timeTset in flames by our batteries on the 2l8t Nor; 
1812. 



CHAPTER V. 

Massacre at fort Dearbom.*...Gallant defence of forts Harrison 
and Belle-vue.....Forsytk*s expedition....Mefeat of the en- 
emy at Ogdensburgh Observations on the campaign of 

1812. 

In the following chapter are eollected, in the order of time, 
SDch incidents of the war during the campaign of 1812, as are 
cmconnected- with the operations of the armies. Some important 
movements of the north-western army under Gen. Harrison, to* 
wards the close of this year, remain unspoken of ; but as the 
chief operations of that army were in the succeeding campaign, 
they will be deferred for the present. 

Massacre at fort Dearbom....Gen. Hull, immediately upoa 
learnmg of the fall of Mackana was sensible that fort Dearborn,* 
could not be maintained, and accordingly gave orders for its evac« 
uation : but the allies of the enemy bad assembled in season to 
prevent the escape of the garrison, and to effect their destruction* 
The following extract of a letter from Capt. HealJ, the then com* 
oianding ofScer at the fort, contains a relation of the bloody trans^ 
action : 

<< On the 9th of Aug. I received orders from Gen. Hull to evac- 
uate the post, and proceed with my command to Detroit by land, 
leaving it at my discretion to dispose of the public property as I 
thought proper. The neighboring Indians got the information as 
early as I did, and came ro from all quarters in order to receive 
the goods in the factory store, which they understood were to be 
given them. On the ISih, Capt. Wells, of fort Wayne, arrived 
with about 30 Miamies, for the purpose of escorting us in, by the 
request of Geo. Hull. On the 14th, I delivered the Indians all 
the goods in the factory store, and a considerable quantity of pro- 
visions which we could not take away with us. The surplus 
arms and ammunition I thought proper to destroy, fearing they 
would make bad use of it, if put in their possession. I also destroys 
ed all the liquor on hand, soon after they began to collect. The 
collection was unusually large for that plaoe,^ but they conducted 

«SeepaiceSf. 
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with the strictest propriety, till after I left the fort. On tlfe tSft^ 
at A. M. we comim^nced our march ; a part of the Miamies 
were detached hi front, the remainder in our rear a8 guards, un- 
der the direetioa of Capt. Wells. The situation of the country 
rendered it necessary for us to take the heach, with the lake on 
our left, and a high sand bank on our right, at about 100 yards 
distance. We bad proceeded about a mile and a half, when it 
was discoveted the Indians were prepared to attack us from behind 
the bank: limmediately inarched up with the company to the top of 
the bank, when the action commenced ; after firing one round, we 
charged, and the Indians gave way in front, and joined those on 
our flanks. In about fifteen minutes they got possession of all ouf 
horses, provision and baggage of every description, and, findihg 
the Miamies did not assist us, I drew off the few men 1 had left, 
and took possession of a small elevation in the open prairie, out of 
"Shot of the bank or any other cover. The Indians did not follow 
me, but assembled in a body on the top of the bank, and, after 
some consultation among themselves, made signs for me to ap« 
proachthem. 1 advanced towards them alone, and was onet by 
one of the Potawatamie chiefs, called the black bird, with an in* 
terpreter. After shaking hands he requested me to surrender, 
promising to spare the lives of all the prisoners. On a few mo^ 
ments consideration, I concluded it would be most prudent to 
comply with his request, although I did not put entire confidence 
in his promise. After delivering up our arms, we were taken 
back to their encampment near the fort, and distributed among 
the different tribes. The next morning they set fire to the fort, 
and left the place, taking the prisoners with them. Then* nuia- 
ber of warriors was between four and five hundred, mostly of the 
Potawatamie nation, and their loss, from the best information I 
could get, was about 15. Our strength, was 54 regulars, and 12 
militia, out of which 26 regulars and all the militia were killed in 
the action, with two women and 12 children. Ensign George 
Ronan and Doct. Isaac V. Van Voorhis, of my company, with 
Capt. Wells of fori Wayne, are, to my great sorrow, numbered 
among the dead. Lieut. Lina T. Helm, with 26 noncommission- 
ed ofRcers and privates, and 1 1 women and children, were pris- 
oners when we separated. Mrs. Heald and myself were taken 
to the mouth of the river St, Joseph, and being both badly wound- 
ed, were permitted to reside with Mr. Burnet, an Indian trader. 
In a few days after our arrival there, the Indians all went off to 
take fort Wayne, and in their absence I engaged a Frenchman to 
take us to Michillimackinac, by w^ter, where I gave myself up 
as a prisoner of war, with ofte of my Serjeants. The command- 
ing officer, Capt. Roberts, oflfered me every assistance in his pow- 
er, to render our situation comfortable while we remained there, 
and to enable m to proceed on our journey. To him I gave my pa- 
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rede of . honour, and reported inyielf to Col. Proctor, who gave jit 
a passage to Buffalo,'^ 

Defence of fort Harrison On the 3d September, 1812, fort 

Harrison was invested by the Indians ; but the garrison/' under 
Capt Taylor, noade a most gallant resistance. The particulars 
will be found in the following extract of a letter from Capt, Tay- 
lor to Gov. Harrison : 

'^ On Tuesday evening the 3d inst* after retreat beating, four 
fUQs were heard to fire in the direction where two young noeQ 
{citizens who resided here) were mailing hay, about 400 yards dis* 
tant from the fort. I was immediately impresaed with an idea 
that they were killed by the Indians, as I had that day been in- 
foroied that the prophet's party would soon be here for the pur- 
pose of commencing hostilities. Prudence induced me to wait un« 
til 8 o'clock the next morning, when I sent a corporal with m 
small party to find them, which be soon did : they had been each 
shot with two balls, and scalped and cut in the most shocking 
manner. I had them brought in and buried. In the evening of 
the 4th inst. old Joseph Lenar, and between 30 and 40 Indians 
arrived from the Prophet's Town, with a white flag; among 
whom wese about ten women, and the men were composed ^ 
the different tribes that compose the Prophets party. A Shawa« 
noe inan, that spoke good English, informed me that old Lenar 
intended to speak to me next morning, and try to get something 
to eat. At retreat beating I examined the men's arms and found 
them all in good order, and completed their cartridges to 16 
rounds per man. As I had not been able to mount a guard of 
more than six privates and two non-commissioned oilicers, for som9 
time past, and sometimes only a part of them every other day^ 
from the unhealthiness of the company ; I had not conceived my 
force adequate for the defence of this post, should it be vigorously 
attacked. I had just recovered from a very severe attack of the 
fever, and was not able to be up much through the night. After 
tatoo I cautioned the guard to be vigilant, and ordered one of the 
non-commissioned officers, as the centinek could not see every 
part of the garrison, to walk around on the inside daring the 
whole night, to prevent the IxMiians taking any advantage of us> 
provided they had any intention of attacking us. About 1 1 o'clock 
I was awakened by the firkg of dtoe of the centinels ; I sprung 
up ran out, and ordered the ir>en to their posts ; when my order- 
ly sergeant (who had charge of the upper block house) called out 
that the Indians had fired the lower block house (which contained 
the property of the contractor, which was deposited in the lower 
part, the upper post having been assigned to a corporal and ten 
privates as an alarm post). The guns had begun to fire pretty 
smartly from both sides. I directed the buckets to be got ready * 
and water brought froo^ the well, and the fire extinguished im- 
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niediately, as it was hardly preeenable st thatttme ; but fiom d« 
bihtj or some other cause, the mea were very «\onv in «ecvi\\n» 
my order8..«,ahe word^<^ nppeared to throw the whole o? them 
Into confusion ; and by the time they had got the water andhroVen 
<1>en the door, the fire had unfortunately communic%ted to a 
quantity of whisky (the stock having leaked several holes throurfi 
the lower part of the building, after the salt that was stored there 
through which they had introduced the fire without btmg diaco^l 
ered, as the night was very dark,) and in ipite of every €X€U\on 
we could make use of, in less than a moment it ascended to the 
roof, and baffled all our efforts to extinguish it. As that block 
bous« adjoined the barracks that make part of the fortiftcations, 
most of the men immediately gave themseWes up for lort, and I 
had the greatest difficulty in getting any of njy ordera executed 
««...and, sir, from the raging of the fire ; the yelling and howVmg 
c( several hundred Indians ; the cries of nine women and ch\W 
dlren (a part soldiers^and a part citizens' wives, who had taken shel- 
ter in the fort) ; and the desponding of so many of the mea, 
1/rhich was worse than all ; 1 can assure you that my feelings 
were very unpleasant....»and indeed there were not more than 10 
or 15 meii able to do a great deal, the others being either sick or 
convalescent ; and to add to our other misfortunes, two of the 
stoutest men in the fort, and whom I had every confidence \n, 
jumped the picket and left us. But my presence of mind did nol 
for a moment forsake me. I saw, by throwing off part of the 
roof that joined tbe block house that was on fire, and keeping the 
end perfectly w^t, the whole row of buildings might be saved^ 
and leave only an entrance of 18 or 20 feet for the Indians to en- 
ter, after the house was consumed ; and that a temporary breast- 
work might be erected to prevent their even entering there.....\ 
oonvinced the men that this could be accomplished, and it appear- 
ed to inspire them with new life, and never did men act with 
more firmness and desperation. Tbose that were able (while the 
others kept up a constant fire from the other block bouse aad the 
two bastkms) aoounted the roofs of the houses, with Doct. Clark 
at their head, who acted with the greatest firmness and presence 
of mind, the whole time the attack lasted, which was seven hours, 
' under a shower of bullets, and in a moment threw off as much of 
the roof as was necessary. This was done only with tbe loss of 
one man and two wounded, and I am in hopes neither of them 
'dangerously. The man that was killed was a little derang^ed, and 
did not get off tbe house as soon as directed, or he ^vould n<yt 
have been hurt ;- and although the barracks were several times 
in a blaze, and an immense quantity of fire against them, the 
men used such exertions that they kept it under, and before d^y 
raised a temporary breast- work as high as a man's head, althougfh 
the Indians continued to pour in a heavy fire of ball, and an mnu* 
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merabk quantify of arrows durins^ the whole time the attack last- 
ed, I ha#but oae other maD killed inside the fort, and he lost hit 
life by being too antiou8..-.he got into one of th;e gallies of the 
bastions, and fired over the pickets^ and called out to bis com?* 
rades that he had killed an ffidian, aad neglecting to stoop down^ 
in an instant he was shot dead. One pf the men that jumped 
the pickets, returned an hour before day, and running up toyvards 
the gate, begged for God's sake that it might be opened. I suspected 
it to be a stratagem of the Indians to get in^ as 1 did not recollect 
the voice.«...I directed the men in the bastion, where 1 happened 
to t>e, to shoot him let him be who be would, and one of them 
fired at hirn^ but fortunately he ran up to the other bastion, where 
they knew his voice, and Doct. Clark directed him to lie down 
close to the pickets behind an empty barrel that happened to be 
there, and at day light I had him let in. His arm was broken in 
s most shocking manner, which he says was done by the Indians, 
and which I suppose was the cause of bis returning. I think it 
probable that he will not recover. The other, they caught about 
130 yards from the garrison, and cut him all to pieces. After 
keeping up a constant fire until about six o*clock the next morn- 
ing, which we- returned with some effect ; at day-light, thejjc 
removed out of the reach of our guns. A party of them drove 
up the horses that belonged to the citizens here, and as tbey could 
not catch them very readily, shot the whole of tb^m in our sights 
as well as a number of their hogs. They drove off the whole of 
the cattle which amounted to sixty -five bead, as well as the pub- 
lic oxen. I had the vacany filled up before nigbt, (which waa 
made by the burning of the block house) with a strong row of pick- 
ets which I got by pulling down the guard house. We lost the 
whole of our provisions, but must make out to live upon green 
corn until we can get a supply, which I am in hopes will not be 
long. I believe the whole of the Miamies or Weas were among 
the Prophet's party, as one chief gave his orders in that language, 
which resembled Stone Eater's voice, and I believe Negro Legis 
was there likewise. The Indians suffered severely, but were so 
numerous as to take off all that were shot." 

Defence qf fort Bellevue..:.On the 5th September, 1812, the 
garrison at fort Belle-vue, an American post on the Mississippi, 
near St. Louis, was attackei} by upwards of 200 Winabagoes. It 
k one of the most ineligible positions for defence upon the Missis- 
aippi. The parade ground is within musket shot of an eminence 
that completely commands the fort, and is surrounded to within 
a few paces of the pickets and block-houses, by hollows or chasms, 
from which the Indians threw upwards of five hundred pieces of 
burning timber on the roofs of the blockhouses, and emitted a con* 
atant sheet of fire one very side, from guns, fier^ arrows and brandsj, 
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'Which afforded the garrison little opportunity of annoying IheHi, 
except such as had the impudence to peep over the banks. To 
counteract the effects of the fiie^brands and arroNys with matches^ 
«vhich were thrown upon the block houses^ surringes were made 
of gun barrels and the roofs kept wet : by these means all the at- 
tempts of the Indians to fire the block-houses were defeated. 
They however continued to invest the fort for several days, wai^ 
ing a favourable wind to set fire to a factory near the garrison^ 
boping thereby to effect their object. But Lieut. Hamilton antici- 
pated their designs^ and took a favorable opportunity to fire the 
factory when it would not endanger the garrison. 

The Indians, being thus baffled in all their attempts to fire the 
works, withdrew from the fort on the Pth. No lives Vrere lost at 
the garrison, and but one wounded. The Indians had mauy kill- 
ed, as they were seen to fall from the garrison. Lieuts. Hamilton 
and Vasques did themselves great honour in so ably, defending 
this fort* 

Forsyth^$expediti(m....On the 20th Sept.Capt.Forsyth,witb70of 
his rifle company, and 34 militia men, embarked on board a num- 
ber of boats, at Cape Vincent, and went over to a small village 
called Gananoque, in the town of Leeds, for the purpose of de- 
stroying the king's store-house at that place. They landed unob- 
served, a^ fhort distance from the village, a little before sunrise 
on the morning of the 21st, but were soon after discovered and 
fired upon by a party of the British, consisting of about 125 regu- 
lars and militia. The Americans returned the fire with so much 
effect, that the British retreated in disorder, and were pursued to 
the village, where they again rallied, but soon finding the contest 
too warm for them, they fled over a bridge and made their es- 
cape, leaving behind ten of their number killed, (besides several 
who were seen to fall into the stream as they were fired upon 
when passing the bridge) and 8 regulars and a number of militia 
prisoners. Capt« Forsyth had only one man killed and one slight- 
ly wounded The number of wounded on the part of the enemy^ 

was not ascertained. The militia prisoners were discharged on 
parole. Capt. Forsyth and his party, with 8 prisoners and 60 
stands of arms, two barrels of fixed ammunition, one barrel of 
powder, one barrel of flints, and some other articles of public prop- 
erty, which they had taken from the enemy, then returned to Cape 
Vincent ; not however, till they had set fire to his majesty's store- 
house, which was consumed, together with a quantity of flour 
and pork. 

Defeat of the enemy at Ogdenshnrg....^On the fourth of 
October the British made an attack upon the village of 
Ogdensburg. The Friday and Saturday preceding, they cannon- 
aded the town for several hours each day, from the fort at Pres- 
cot ; and on Sunday, having prepared 40 boats, with from 10 to 
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15 cirmed men in eacb^ and six pieces of artillery, they advanced 
to storm the town. When they advanced within a short dis* 
tance, the American troops, under Gen. Brown,* commenced a 
warm fire upon them, which continued, on both sides, for about 
two hours, at which time the British, having two of their boats 
so knocked to pieces as to render it necessary to abandon them, 
and one taken, on board of which was six men, were compelled 
to relinquish the unprofitable contest, and fied pricipitately to Pres- 
eot. No damage was sustained on our side, except the injury of 
some buildings by theii cannonading. 

Observations on the campaign of 1812.....Tbe army of the 
United States, upon the declaration of war, consisted of eleven 
regiments, of the old peace establishment'. We are not precise* 
ly informed bow full these regiments were, but believe they ought 
not to be estimated at more than five hundred men each. 

In 1811, congress passed an act for raising ten additional regi- 
ments of 2000 men each, to be enlisted for five years. By subse- 
quent acts, however, these regiments were divided into twenty, 
to consist of 1000 men each, and enlistments authorized for eigh- 
teen months. Little progress had been made in enlistments for 
the new regiments, at the time of the declaration of war. It wai^ 
however, immediately undertaken, and with considerable success ; 
but it could hardly be expected to add much to the real force of- 
this campaign. 

Iii addition to this force, congress had put at the controul of the 
president, upon the happening ot either of the exigencies pointed 
out in the constitution, 100,000 militia, apportioned among the' 
several states as stated, p. 12 ; and also authorized him to accept 
the services of such volunteer companies as might tender their 
services, not exceeding 60,000 men. Such portion of this force 
as was in actual service, was divided into three armies, called 
the north-western, centre, and northern. The first, under the 
immediate command of Gen. Hull, consisted of about 500 regu- 
lars, and 2000 militia from the state of Ohio, and the territory of 
Michigan. This army commenced offensive operations in Up- 
per Canada, opposite Detroit, as early as the 12th of July ; but 
finally retreated to Detroit, and surrendered Aug. 16th. The 
second, under the immediate command, first of Gen. Van Rensse- 
laer of the New- York militia, and afterwards of Gen. Smyth, con- 
sisted of near 2000 regulars, and 3000 New-York militia. This 
army was distributed along the Niagara river, from fort Niagara 
to Bufialo. The third, under the immediate command, first of 
Gen. Bloomfield, and afterwards of Gen. Dearborn, consisted of 
about 5000 men, regulars, and Vermont and New- York militia. 
This army was not actively employed during the campaign. 

* At Ui«t tu»e 9f the New York QklUttB- 
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The foOowlDg is « list of the general officers of the United 
States' army for the year 1812 : 

Major Grenerals....Henry Dearborn and Thomas Pinckney. 

Brigadier Generals... James Wilkinson, Wade Hampton, James 
Winchester, ^William Hull, John Chandler, Joseph Bloomfield, 
Thomas Flournoy, John Armstrong, William H. Harrison^ and 
John P. Boyd. 

Cluarter-\faster-Greneral...«Morgan Lewis* 

Adjutant 6eneraL«..Thomas Gushing. 

Inspector 6eneral...,Alexander Smyth. 

To form a just estimate of the merits of the American armies 
fcr the campaign of 1812 is indeed a difficult task. We ought 
fo reflect that the nation had been in profound peace for four and 
twenty years, and that consequently the art of war had been al* 
most wholly lost. We had not remaining any officers of experi* 
ence to conduct our armies, and not a single company that bad 
seen service. In addition to thir, the whole system for the re- 
cruiting, feeding, clothing, and maintaing an army, was, as it 
were, to be created. Many of the necessary nmnitions of war 
were to be provided. Platoon, staff, and many of the general 
<^cers were to be selected from the body of the American 
people, upon conjecture merely as to their merits. It was there- 
fore to be expected, that many of them would be found incompe- 
tent, and undeserving. The campaign has therefore proved, that 
our generals needed, at least, experience, and our officers and 
soldiers discipline. It was indeed disastrous, but it was not with- 
out its consolations. The great body of the army was found to 
be brave to a fault ; and many officers gave earnest of their fu- 
ture glory. A Miller, a Snelling, a Van Rensselaer, a Scott, a 
Christie, a Wadsworth, and a Wool have done id) mortal honour 
to themselves and country ; and Maguago and dueenstown wil 
be lasting monuments of their fame. 



CHAPTER VI. 

Nnval operatums on lakes Ontario and Erie....Attack on Saelce^ 
Harbour....The Julia*....CapU Chauncey..^His cruize.^.Battle in 
Kingston harbour.....Capture of the Detroit and Caledonia..*- 
Biography of Capt. Elliot. 

The reader will no doubt rejoice with us, that we hav« at 
length passed the most barren and uninteresting part of the cam- 
paign, and have arrived at a field of incidents and achievemtnts 
most interesting in themselves, and honourable to our country*.... 
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tcfajeTements that have filled our euemy^ the world, and even our- 
selves with astonishment and admirattoo. But we will not de- 
tain our readers upon achievements that need only be faithfully 
related to be duly appreciated* 

Operations en lake Ontarto.^.. When war was declared the 
Americao f* rce upon lake Ontario consisted only of the Oneida of 
16 guns, under the command of Lieut. Woolsey. The British had 
been for a considerable time previous actively employed in equip- 
ping vessels of war on that lake* Their force consisted of five 
sail, VIZ. the Eloyal George, of 22 guos,the Prince Regent, of 16, 
the Earl ^foira, of 12, the Seneca, of 8 and the other unkown. 
On the 1 9th July Lieut. Woolse}, of the Oneida, lying in Sackets' 
Harbour, discovered from the mast-head of* his brig, the whole 
British force about five leagues distance, beating up for the Har- 
bour with the wind ahead. The troops were immediately called 
to armf, and expresses sent to call in the neighboring detach- 
ments and volunteers, who arrived in the course of the day, to the 
aoK^unt of nearly 3000. Soon after sunrise, the Prince Regent 
brought to and captured the custom boat, about seven miles from 
the harbour, on her return from Gravelly Point. The t>oat's crew 
were liberated and set on shore, with a message to Col. Bellenger^ 
the commandant at the harbour, demanding the surrender of the 
Oneida, and the late British schooner Nelson, siezed for a breach 
of the revenue laws, and ficting for a privateer ; and declaring, 
that in case of a refusal to surrender the vessels the squadron 
would burn the village, or lay the inhabitants under contribution. 
Soon after this, Capt. Woolsey left the harbour in the Oneida, and 
ran down within a league of the squadron ; when he returned and 
moored his vessel on a I'me with a battery, with springs on hit 
cables. Capt. Woolsey being the most experienced engineer pres- 
ent, leA the Oneida under the command of a Lieutenant, and went 
oD shore and took the command of a 32 pounder on the battery, 
the other guns of which consisted of nine pounders. 

By this time the enemy had arrived within gun-shot, the Royal 
George, as fiag ship, ahead, and firing was commenced from the 
32 pounder. This vvas returned by the squadron, which stood off 
and on.. ..and a brisk cannonading was reciprocally continued for 
more than two hours, all our guns being well manned and served 
••..and it was plainly discovered that the Royal George and Prince 
Regent were much injured. At ttiis time, as the fiag-ship was 
wearing to give another broadside, a ball from the 32 pounder was . 
seen to strike her and rake her completely ; after which the squad- 
ron fired but a few guns and bore away for Kingston, not a man 
being hurt on our side. 

The action w^s maintained within point blank shot. Most of 
the enemy's balls stmek the rocks below the battery, and one 32 

L 
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pound shot was picked up by our citizens, it having lodged nctr 
the breastwork. 

The Julia On the 3l8t of July, the schooner Julia, {late the 

Lord Nelson) of about 60 tons, carrying three guns, one a S2 
pounder, and 40 men, was put under the comnnand of Capt. Dick- 
son, and despatched to Ogdensburgh, to convoy seven schooners 
to Sackets* Harbour. As she arrived at the narrows, about elev- 
en miles from Ogdensburg, she anchored and hailed a smack, 
with six men on board. They gave no answer, but pulled off..... 
The Julia fired a shot ahead of them, but they continued their 
course. Capt. Dickson ordered his crew to fire on them ; and so 
effectually was his order executed, that four were killed, and two 
leaped from the smack and swam ashore. 

The Eail Moria and Duke of Gloucester, then lying at Eliza- 
bethtown, came out, and after firing a broadside at the Julia, 
which did no injury, for. some unknown reason, retreated tinder 
the fort. Capt. Dickson pursued them, and fired his 32 pounder 
about one hundred times, with great efTect. Screeches were dis- 
tinctly heard on board the enemy, and the splinters were seen to fly 
mast high almost every jshot. 

,Capt. Chauncy,...An the month' of Sept. Capt. Isaac Chauncy 
WAS appointed to superintend the building and command of the 
American fieet on lake Ontario^ He arrived at Sackets' Harbour 
in the month of October ; and so great were his exertions, that on 
the 8th of Nov^ following be was enabled to sail with an aggre- 
gate force of 40 guns, and 430 men. Having learned that the 
British fieet, then consisting of an aggregate force of 108 guns, 
and 890 men, were separated, be determined to take an advan- 
tageous position near the False Ducks, (a number of small islands, 
so called, on the Canada shore, near which the enemy must pass 
to get into Kingston,) and attack and defeat either portion of this 
squadron, if poss^ible. 

The following is an extract of Capt. Chauncy's official letter to 
the Secretary of the Navy, dated Nov. 13, 1812, detailing the 
events of the cruise : 

** On the 8th I fell in with the Royal George and chased her 
into the bay of duanti, where I lost sight of her in the night In 
the morning of the 9th we again got sight of her, lying in King- 
ston channel. We gave chase and followed her in the harbour 
of Kingston, where we engaged her and the batteries for one 
hour and forty minutes. I had made up my mind to board her,, 
but she was so well protected by the batteries and the wind blow- 
ing directly in, it was deemed imprudent to make the attempt at 

that time the pilots also rcfustd to take charge of the vessels. 

ITnder these circuroktances, and it being after sundown, I delev- 
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mined to haul off and renew the attack next morning. We beat 
op in good order^ under a heavy fire from the Royal George and 
batteriei, to Four Mile Pointy where we anchored. It blew heavy 
in squalls from the westward during the night, and there was ev- 
«ry appearance of a gale of wind. The pilots became alarmed, 
and I thouglu it most prudent to get into a place of more safety. 
I therefore (very reluctantly) deferred renewing the attack upon 
the ship and forts until a more favourable opportunity. 

At 7 A. M. on the 10th, I made the signal to weigh, and we 
beat out of a very narrow channel, under a very heavy press of 
sail to the open lake. At 10 we fell in with the Governor Sim« 
eoe^ running for Kingston, and chased her in the harbour. She 
eseaped by running over a reef of rocks, under a heavy fire from 
the Governor Tompkins, the Hamilton, and the Julia, which cut 
tier very much. All her people ran below while under the fire of 
these vessels. The Hamilton chased her into nine feet water be- 
fore she hauled off. We tacked to the southward with an inten- 
tion of running to our station at the Ducks, but it coming on to 
blow very heavy, the pilots told me it would be unsafe to keep 
the lake. 

'' In our passage through the Bay of Quanti, I discoveied a 
schooner at tbe village of Armingstown, which we took posses- 
sion of, but finding she would detain us, (being then In chase of 
the Royal George) I ordered Lieut. Macpherson to take out her 
sails and rigging and burn her, which he did. We also took the 
schooner Mary Hall from Niagara, at the mouth of Kingston har- 
bour, and took her with us to our anchorage. The next morning, 
finding that she could not beat through the channel with us, I 
ordered the sailing master in the Growler to take her under con- 
voy and run down past Kingston, anchor on the east end of Long 
Island and wait for a wind to come up on .the east side. I was 
also in hopes that the Royal George might be induced to follow 
her for the purpose of re taking our prize, but her commander 
was too well aware of tbe consequences to leave his moorings. 

'' We lost in this aflfair, one man killed and three slightly 
wounded, with a few shot through our sails. The other vessels 
lost no men, and received but little injury in their hull and sails, 
with the exception of the Pert, whose gun bursted in the early 
part of tbe action, and wounded her commander, (sailing master 
Arundel; badly, and a midshipman and three men slightly. Mr. 
Arundal, who refused to quit the deck although wounded, yiras 
knocked overboard in beating up to our anchorage, and I am sor- 
ry to say was drowned. 

^* The Royal George must have received very considerable in- 
jury in he hull and in men, as the gun vessels with a long 32 
pounder, were seen to strike her alisost every shot, and it was 
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observed that she was reinforced with troops four diffbrent tines 
during the action. 

*« I have great pleasure in saying, that the officers and men on 
board every vessel behaved with the utmost coolness, and are eK- 
tremely anxious to meet the^enenny on the open lake ; and* as 
long as I have the honour to command such ofSjpers and such 
men, I have no doiibt of the result." 

The' following, a more detailed account of the action in Kings- 
ton harbour, is taken from the notes of an officer on board the 
Aeet during the action : 

^ '^ At 50 minutes after 2, set top gallant sails ; 5 minutes after 
3, the batteries on Iiidia and Navy points opened their fire on the 
leading vessels. Lieut. Elliot of the Conquest pushed forward, and 
went in the handsomest style : he was followed by the Ju^ia, 
Frant....Pert, Aurundle....Growler, Mix ; next came the brig 
bearing the commodore's broad pendant....then the Hamilton, 
Lieut M'Pherson, and Governor Tompkins, Lieut. Brown, who 
was far astern, havinj been despatched in the early part of the 
day on particular business. 12 minutes after 3, Lieut, Elliot open^ 
ed his fire ; i5 minutes after 3, the Pert; Growler, and Julia com- 
menced their's ; 20 minutes after 3, batteries opened on the brig, 
and she sustained the principal part of the fire during the remain- 
der of the action ; 22 minutes after 3, signal, *' engage closer,** 
thrown out, and answered by all ; 26 minutes after 3, the Pert»S 
gun burst ; Aufundel wounded badly.... (he wasafterwards knocked 
over by the boom, and drowned !) ; 30 minutes after 3, Garnet 
killed aboard the brig ; 40 minutes after 3, brig opened her fire • 
on the ship, and the ship on the Hamilton ; fire continued with 
astonishing alacrity. 

«« 4 o'clock, ship George cut her cables and run away further up 
the bay. The squadron is now exposed to the cross fire of five 
batteries, of fiying artillery, of the ship with springs on her ca- 
bles so as to enable her to bring her guns to bear. The Govern- 
or Tompkins now bears up in the bay and opens her fire ! dnd tlie 
firing becomes general and very warm ! Showers of round and 
grape fall around us. 

*^ Half past 4, hauled by the wind, and began to beat out of the 
bay, as night was closing in, and the prospect, blowing weather 

....anchored two miles out in full sight heavy gales all night..... 

continued in sight next day..*«the Royal George was too prudent 
to venture out. 

^' Our sailors had no grog : they need no stimulous of that 
kind ; they seem to have no fear of death. I was by the side of 
Garnet a few moments before he fell. He was laughing heartily, 
and in that act was cut in two by a nine pound shot. I after- 
wards saw his couatenance ; it teemed as if the smile had not yet 
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left k. This disaster only exasperated oiu* seamen ; thty prayed 
and rptreated to be laid close aboard the Royal George only $ 
mioates, << jost to revenge Garnet's death." 

One incident deserves notice, which does great honour to Capt, 
Chauncy When g^ing into the harbour^ he directed the squad- 
ron to level their fire as much as possible against the Royal Geoige 
and batteries, as it was not his wi«h to do injury to individuals, by 
beatiag down the houses at Kingston. ' 

Operations on lake fin>.....On the morning of the 8th October, 
two British vessels, the Detroit and Caledonia, came down the 
lake and anchored under the guns •f fort Erie. Lieut* Elliot, 
then at B(^<ik Rock, bad the superintendance of our naval affairs 
on that lake. He immediately conceived a project for their cap- 
ture, though his seamen had not then arrived : and in the moin<- 
ing of the sucoeedirig day most gallantly efiVcted his object, as re- 
lated in the following extract from his official lettei to the Secre- 
tary of the Navy : ^ 

" On the morning of the 8th Oct. two British vessels, which I 
was informed were his Britan^iic majesty^s brigs Detroit, late the 
tJnited States' brig Adams, and the brig Hunter, mounting 14 
guns, but which afterwards proved to be the brig Caledonia^ both 
said to be well armed and manned, came down the lake and an- 
chored under the protection of fort Erie. Having been on the 
lines for some time, and in a measure inactively employed, I de- 
termined to make an attack, and if possible get possession of them. 
*A strong inducement to this attempt arose from a conviction that 
with these two vessels, added to those which 1 have purchased and 
am fitting out, I should be able to meet the remainder of the Brit- 
ish *force on the upper lakes, and save an incalculable expence and 
labour to the government. On the morning of their arrival I 
heard that our seamen were but a short distance from this place, 
and immediately despatched an express to the officers dh'ecting 
»them to use all possible dispaich in getting their meii to this place, 
as I had important service to perform. On their arrival^ which 
was about 12 o'clock, I discovered that they had only 20 pis- 
tols, andJ neither cutlasses or battle axes. But on application to 
Gens. Smith and Hall, of the regulars and militia, 1 was supplied 
with a few arms, and Gen. Smith was so good on my request, as 
immediately to detach fifty men from the regulars^ armed with 
muskets. 

*^ By 4 o'clock in the afternoon, I had my men selected and 
stationed in two boats, which 1 h^d previously prepared for the 
purpose. With these boats, fifty men in each, and under circum- 
atances very disadvantageous, ray men having scarcely had time 
til refresh themselves after a fatiguing march of 500 miles, I pat 
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off from the mouth of Buffalo creek^ at I o'clock the following 
mornings and at S I was along side the vetsel^. In the space oF* 
about 10 minutes I had the prisoners all secured, the topsails sheet- 
ed home, and the vessels under way. Unfortunately the wind 
was not sufficiently strong to get up a rapid current into the lake, 
where I had understood another armed vessel lay at auchor, and 
I was obliged to run down the river by the forts, under a heavy 
fire of round, grape, and canister, from a number of pieces of 
heavy ordnance and several pieces of flying artillery, was com- 
pelled to anchor at a distance of about 400 yards from two of Iheir 
batteries. After the discharge of the first gun, which was from 
the flying artillery, I hailed the shore, and observed to the offi- 
cer, that if another gun was fired I would bring the prisoners on 
deck, and expose them to the same fate we should all share...** 
but notwithstanding they disregarded the caution, and continued 
a constant and destructive fire. One single moment's reflection 
determined me not to commit an act that would subject me to 
the imputation of barbarity The Caledonia had been beached in 
as safe a position as the circumstances would admit of, under one 
of our batteries at Black Rock. I now brought all the guns of the 
Detroit on one side next the enemy, stationed the nnen at them, 
and directed a fire which was continued as long as our ammuni« 
tion lasted, and circumstances permitted. During the contest I 
endeavored to get the Detroit on our side, by sounding a line, 
there being no wind on shore, with all the line I could muster ; 
but the current being so strong the boat could not reach the shore. 
I then hailed our shore, and requested that warps would be made 
fast on land, and sent on board ; the attempt to all which again 
proved useless. As the fire was such as would in all probability, 
sink the vessel in a short time, I determined to drift down the riv- 
er out of reach of the batteries, and make a stand against the fly- 
ing artillery. I accordingly cut the cable, made sail with very 
light airs, and at that instant discovered that the pilot had aban- 
doned me. I dropped astern for about ten minutes, when I was 
brought up on our shore on Squaw Island. ...got the boaiding boat 
ready, had the prisoners put in and sent on shore, with directions 
for the officer to return for me and what property w'e could get 
from the brig. He did not return, owing to the difficulty in the 
boat's getting on shore. Discovering a skiff under the counter, 
I put the four remaining prisoners in a boat, and with my officers 
I went on shore to bring the boat off. I asked for protection to 
the brig^ of Lieut. Col. Scott, who readily gave it. At this mo- 
ment I discovered a boat with about 40 soldiers from the British 
side, making for the brig. They got on board, but were soon 
compelled to abandon her, with the loss of nearly. all their men. 
During the whole of this morning, both sides of the river ktpt up 
alternately a continued fire ca the brig^ and so much injured her 
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that it was impossible to have floated her. Before I left her, she 
had several heavj shot of large size in her bends, her sails in rib- 
bons, and rigging all cut to pieces. 

" To my officers and men 1 feel under great obligation. To 
Capt. Towson and Lieut. Roach of the 2d regiment of artillery. 
Ensign Prestman, of the infantry, Capt. ChapiD, Mr. John 
M'Oomb, Messrs. John Town, Thomas Dain, Peter Overstocks, 
and James Sloan, resident gentlemen of Buffalo, for their soldier 
and sailor like conduct. In a word, sir, every man fought as if 
with their hearts animated only by the interest and honour of 
their country. 

<< The prisoners I have turned over to the military. The De- 
troit mounted six 6 pound long guns, commanding Lieut, marines^ 

h boatswain and gunner, and 56 men about 30 American pris- 

eners on board, muskets, pistols, cutlasses and battle-axes. In 
boarding her I lost one man, one officer wounded, Mr. John C. 

Cummings, acting midshipman, a bayonet through the leg his 

conduct was correct^ and deserves the notice of the department. 
The Caledonia mounted two small guns, blunderbusses, pistols, 
muskets, cutlasses and boarding pikes, 12 men including officers, 
10 prisoners on board. The boat boarding her, commanded by 
•aih'ng master George Watts, performed his duty in a masterly 
style. But one man kUled, and four wounded badly, I am afraid 
mortally." 

About three o'clock in the afternoon of the same day, the Brit- 
ish boarded the Detroit the second time, and were again dislodged, 
with the loss of three prisoners, and several wounded. She waa 
afterwards burned by the Americans, after having secured her 
stores and armament. The Caledonia, having on board a cargo 
of fur, valued at 150»000 dollars, was safely moored under the 
batteries at Black Rock, 

Biography of CapU Elliot The following biographical no- 
tice of Lieut, now Capt. Elliot, is from the Port Folio, and we 
think cannot fail of being interesting : 

J£SSE Duncan Elliot was born in Maryland, on the 14th of 
July, 1780. His father, Robert Elliot, was unfortunately slain by 
the Indians in the year 1794, near the Muskingum river, while 
transacting business for the army of the United States. The par- 
ticular nature of this business may be known by the resolution of 
€ongress, passed on this melancholy event: " Be it enacted, &c. 
that the sum of two thousand dollars be allowed to the widow of 
Robert Elliot, who was killed by a party of hostile Indians while 
he was conducting the necessary supplies for the army command- 
ed hv Majir Gen. Wiiyne ii' th»' year 1794, and that the sum be 
paid to her, to and for the use of herself and the children of the 
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iaid Robert^ out of any monies in the treatury, not otberwue ap« 
propiiated.** 

Until the year 1804, Jegse Eiliot was engaged in prosecuting 
bis regular studies in a school in Pennsylvania, when he was ap- 
pointed a midshipman in the navy, and ordered on board the U. S* 
frigate Essex. The United States being engaged in a war with 
the Barbary powers, the above mentioned frigate was ordered to 
Ofuise in the Mediterraneair. 

The little force that congress were enabled to detach for that 
service....their limited means of annoyance....the treachery and fe- 
rocity of their barbarous antagonists, created a deep responsibilitj 
in the officers, and conspired to introduce a system of masculine 
intrepidity, severity of discipline, and promptitude of obedience^ 
of which, even to the present hour, we reap the benefits. The 
treachery of our opponents taught our men to be ever on the alert, 
and their cruelty made them bold and rasolute to rashness. Know- 
ing how much was expected, and how scanty were their means, 
they supplied every deficiency by skill and courage. Contempt of 
danger was so rigidly enforced, that when one of our subordinate 
officers showed symptoms of fear in an engagement, and was 
tried by a court-martial, the commodore assigned for his acquittal, 
a reason no less curious than just, (v'z.) that the bar/e suppositioo 
that one coward existed on t>Qard of the American fieet, was of 
itself a greater injury than the condemnation of this roan cmiki 
possibly be a benefit, as it would establish the fact. The British 
squadron in the Mediterranean minutely watched the movements 
of our little fleet for the purpose of sarcasm and jest. Their sar- 
casms were however soon converted into expressions of warm 
admiration. 

Thai does the sturdy ton of Valcan deal, 

On the hard anril he tormenu liif %vA. 

Dnwn ftoro the forgt, it g\^w% with ui|;r]r fishti. 

And fparklet indignation while he sntju^ 

FMt fall the Mows, hat they new tCKngth aflTuid, 

Till changr'd at last. U thineg the waniot*t twortL ^ 

Amidst such a band of kindred spirits, our yeung midshipman 
learned to smile at danger while he grew familiar with it, and 
felt his ideas expanded and enlarged. Returning to the United 
States in July 1807, and desirous < of obtaining a lieutenancy in 
the navy, he solicited the kind offices of Mr. Robert Serrit Smith, 
in whose charge ht had been placed as well privately as officially, 
to obtain a station on board the frigate Chesapeeke. He remain- 
ed in this station until June 1810, when he was appointed acting 
lieutenant on board the schooner Enterprize. This vessel was or- 
dered to cruise on the coast, and to enforce the embargo laws, 
Lieut. Elliot remained in this* service until th»^ 3 ear 1810, and wa« 
then appointed to carry a despatch to Mr. Pinkney our minister al 
the court of Great Britain. 
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•n bit return to 'the United States be served in the John Adamt 
antil September 1811. From the Adams he was transferred to 
the ArguSj on board of which he acted as first lieutenant, and in 
which be remained until the following year. He was all this 
time preparing his mind for the severe duties of his profession ; 
for to shine in gold lace and epaulets, to talk of his own intrepi- 
dity, to become the petty hero of a drawing-room, constituted no 
pait of his ambition. He left that grovelling pfide to those who 
can condescend to become the heroes of their own fame, and v^ho 
wear the badges of their country's honour to show how little they 
deserve them% 
^ The probability that an opportunity would be soon aiForded of 
distinguishing himself in the service of his country, was, in his es- 
timation, becoming every hour more and more remote. He saw 
no prospect of war, and, fatigued in the chace of glory's brilliant 
visions that still sparkled over his head, and still eluded his grasp, 
he resigned his mind to the sway of the more endearing passions. 
On the 5th of April 1812yhe was married to Miss Frances Vaughan, 
daughter of Mr. William Vaughan, of Norfolk county, Virginia. 
Fortune, that capricious goddess, as if to try the strength of hit 
attachment to arms, immediately compelled him to relinquish the 
tweets of domestic intercourse, and the calm delights of conjugal 
affection, for the hardier scenes of danger and battle : war was 
declared against England. He immediately and with all speed 
repaired to New York, to rejoin the vessel whence he bad been 
furloughed, and found, to his mortification, that she had already 
sailed upon a cruize. 

He was nevertheless solicited by Commodore Chauncey to em* 
bark with him on a secret and novel expedition, to which be cor^ 
dially assented/ and the commodore applied to the proper depart- 
ment to reeeive his instructions. Lieutenant Elliot was honoured 
by an Appointment to the command on Lake Erie, and received 
orders to repair to that place with all possible despatch, purchase 
vvhat private vessels he could, build two ships of twenty guns, 
and as early as possible have his fleet in readiness to meet that of 
the enemy. 

Lieutenant Elliot knew the vast importance of the command of ^ 
the lakes in our war against Canada and the difficulty and delay 
which would attend the building of the vessels, to say nothing of 
the expense. He had indeed, in pursuance of his instructions, 
purchased some vessels ; but (lere again he was much embarrass- 
ed with the difficulty of getting up the Niagara and into the lake. 
After revolving in his mind all these obstacles, he formed the re- 
solution of boarding and capturing two British brigs of war, called 
the Detroit and Caledonia, lying under the protection of the bat- 
teries on Fort Erie. He accordingly embarked in two boats, 
with fifty men in each, and put ofT from the. mouth of Buffalo 
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creek, and at one o'clock in the morning cam^. along side of the 
enemy. He boarded and captured the two vesselR, and secured 
all the prisoners in ten minutes. Unfortunately the wind w$rs not 
strong tnougb to enable Lieutenant Elliot to make head agamst 
the rapid current in the lake, and he was compelled to anchor op- 
posite the enemy's forts, within about four hundred and fifty yarda 
of their batteries, exposed to a heavy and incessant fire of round, 
grape, and cannister shot from a number of pieces of heavy ordi- 
nance and their fiying artillery. ^ The Caledonia was however be- 
yond the reach of the enemy's guns, under one of our batteries 
at Black Rock. Lieut. Elliot ordered all the guns of the Detroit 
to be mounted on one side, whence he kept dp a constant fire 
against the enemy's batteries as long as his ammunition las<ted. 
He determined then to drop down the river out of reach of their 
cannon, and make a stand against the fiying artillery. At this in- 
stant he discovered, for the first time, that his pilot had deserted 
him. He however, cut the cable and falling astern, made good 
his way to Square Island. He sent the boarding boat on shore 
with the prisoners, himself and four others only remaining in the 
Detroit, directing the officer to return for him and what property 
they might be able to save from the brig. The officer was unable 
to return on account of the strength of the current. At length 
discovering a skiif under the stern, he made for the shore in her 
with the remaining part of the crew. 

During all this time an incessant fire was kept up from both 
sides of the river on the brig. She received twelve shot of large 
size in her bends, her sails were reduced to ribbands, and her rig- 
ging cut to pieces. Finding that all attempts to carry ofi* the De- 
troit was unavailing, he dismantled her of all her ordinance and 
stores and set her on fire. The Caledonia was found to b^ a ves- 
sel belonging to the north-west company, loaded with peltry. 
Lieutenant Elliot's party consisted of one hundred men. He was 
fortunate enough to capture one hundred and thirty prisoners with 
their officers, and to release from captivity forty of his own coun- 
trymen, belonging to the fourth U. S. re^riment. Lieut. Elliot on 
boarding opposed three of the enemy with no other weapon than 
his cutlass. During the hottest of the fire from the batteries, a 
cannon shot passed through, and striking a large silver wedge de- 
posited in a trunk belonging to one of the officers, bent it double. 
This wedge is still preserved as a curiosity. 

So sensible were congress of the gallantry and skill *of this 
young officer, aj displayed in this exploit, that they passed the fol- 
lowing resolution : '* Be it enacted, &c. that the president of the 
United States be, and he is hereby authorized to have distributed 
as prize money to Lieut. Elliot, his officers arid companions, or to 
their widows and children, the sum of twelve thoui»and dollars, 
for the capture and destruction of the British brig Detroit." ^* Re- 
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solved, that the president of the United States be, and he is here- 
by requested to present to Lieut. Elliot of the navy of the United 
States, an elegant sword with suitable emblems and devices, in 
testimony of the just sense entertained by congress of his gallant- 
ry and good conduct in boarding and capturing the British brigs 
Detroit and Caledonia, while anchored under the protection of 
Fort Erie." 

Shortly after this brilliant exploit, Lieut. Elliot lef^ Erie and ar- 
rived at Sacket^s Harbour, where he joined Commodore Chauncey. 
The commodore sailed on the 8th cf November with six schoo- 
ners in quest of the enemy's fleet, and on the same day fell in 
with the Royal George. Losing sight of her in the night, he 
discovered her the next -morning riding in Kingston channel, un- 
der the protection of the batteries. He immediately followed her 
into the channel where he engaged her and the batteries for an 
hour and three quarters, and determined to board her in the night. 
But as the wind blew directly on shore, and the pilot refused to 
take charge of the vessels, the commodore was reluctantly com- 
pelled to lorego his determination. Lieut. Elliot commanded the 
leading vessel in this engagement. 

On the 24th of July Lieut. Elliot was promoted over thirty lieu- 
tenants, to the rank of master commandant. Being appointed to 
command the Madison in Commodore Chauncey's fleet, when that 
officer sailed for York, on his arrival he discovered that he could 
not bring his ship into action from the shoaliness of the water..... 
Ht' then volunteered his services, and asked and obtained the 
commodore's permission to lead the small vessels employed in co- 
vering the troops while they were landing and attacking the bat- 
terieis. Gen. Dearborn embarked bis troops, amounting to seven- 
teen hundred men, on board Com. Chauncey's fleet, and arrived 
at York, the capital of Upper Canada. The squadron taking a 
position to the westward and southward of the fort, covered the 
debarkation of the troops. The riflemen under Major Forsyth 
landed under a heavy Are, and seven hundred regulars with one 
hundred Indians marched to oppose the landing of the American 
arrny. Gen. Pike with seven hundred men having effected a land- 
ing, routed the enemy and pushed direct for the principal batteries. 
At this time the enemy blew up his magazine, and precipitat'^ly 
retreated. Thirty-eight of our men were killed by this explosiion^ 
amongst whom we have to lament the gallant Pike, and two hun- 
dred and thirty-eight were wounded. The town surrendered by 
capitulation, and Capt. Elliot was appointed by Com. Chauncey to 
see that the articles were carried into execution on the part of 
the navy. 

After his return to Sacket's Harbour, he found an officer of 
osurI rank in v^aiting for the Madison, while he himself was or- 
dered by the secretary of the navy to take the command of one 
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of the brigs on Lake Erie. He complied with this order^ net 
without regret, desiring as he did to be with Com. Chauncey in 
the action hourly expected to be fought on Lake Ontario. He vo- 
lunteered until after tbe contemplated action io serve on board the 
General Pike as acting first lieutenant. He made this proposition 
however with reluctance^ as be thought that his rank and services 
entitled biro to a more conspicuous command. 

When the squadron was ready for sea and had proceeded to 
the head of the iake^ information was received that the American 
fleet was blockaded at Erie, that the siege of Fort Meigs was 
raised, and that the troops were waiting for the navy to cover 
their crossing to Maiden. The commodore communicated this in- 
telligence to Capt. Elliot. He was then under a belief that Sir 
James Teo would not venture out of Kingston and give battle to 
Com. Chauncey for some time, and agreed to leave Ontario for 
Lake Erie. He accordingly set out with one hundred volunteers^ 
arrived at Erie in five days, and on the sixth sailed for Maiden in 
pursuit of tbe enemy. Oti the 10th of September the enemy's 
fleet were discovered at sun rise from Put-in-bay, where tbe Afiie« 
rican squadron, commanded by Commodore Perry, were riding at 
anchor. 

The American commander immediately prepared for action^ 
and gave chase to tbe enemy. On the flag of the commodore's 
vessel were inscribed the dying words of tbe gallant Lawrence*^. 
<* Dont give up the ship.'' 

Perry having formed his line, bore down for the enemy's fleets 
in order of battle, and outsailing his squadron, pursued his course, 
with an intention to come to close quarters, and thus received tbe 
whole file of the enemy's line. Being much annoyed by the loog 
guns of the enemy, with all his rigging shot away, and his guns 
all dismounted, the Lawrence became unmanageable, having 
sustained tbe enemy's fire for two hours within cannister distance. 
At this moment Com. Perry formed the tesolutton of shifiing bis 
flag, and abandoning the ship to the care of Lieut. Yarnall. He 
repaired in an open boat, exposed to the whole range of the ene- 
tny*s fire, from his broad-side and small arms, on board the Niaga- 
ra commanded by Capt. Elliot. He determined now on breaking 
the enemy's line, and bearing up passed ahead of their two ships^ 
giving them a raking fire from the right and left. While this 
bold manoeuvre was performing, tome circumstances occurred that 
induced Capt. Ellidt to quit his station and proceed to the head of 
tbe line. 

Here unfortunately rests the difference between these two gal- 
lant oflScers. Com. Perry states in his official account of this bat« 
tie, that he made sail and directed the other vessels to follow him, 
for the purpose of closing with the enemy. He further states^ 
that at half-past two Capt, EUiot was enabled^ by the wind spttag- 
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iog up^ to bring bit yetsel gallaDtly mto close octlofi. Capt. Elliot 
alledges tbat at the time the commodore relinquished the Law- 
rence and came on board the Niagara, he went to the head of th6 
line, unauthorised and on his own responsibility. He apprehended 
that the commodore was dead, and was preparing to change tht 
line of battle when that officer came on board the Niagara. Capt. 
£lliot discovering an important part of the fleet improperly placed^ 
volunteered his services to pass the whole of the enemy's hne^ 
bring u^ these vessels and place them in a position more capable 
of annoying the enemy. To this propoi'ition the commodore cor* 
dially assented. Accordingly Capt. Elliot passed in a small boat 
down the whole line, during which time the fire of the enemy 
was so incessant, that his clothes were wet from the water thrown 
all around him by the balls. The gunboats were at that time 
throwing random and ineffectual shot at a distance, when Capt« 
Elliot commanded them to cease their firing, and to make sail and 
follow him. This was accordingly done, and he placed them un- 
der the stern of the two heaviest ships of the enemy. In this 
manner were the gun-boats all brought up and disposed by Capt. 
Elliot, when, af^er some considerable fire, the enemy's fleet struck 
their colours. The guns not having been fired from the Somers 
as he wished, he repaired on board that vessel and fired the thirty 
two pounder three times himself, while Commodore Perry gallant* 
ly broke the line of the enemy, and bringing both sides of the Ni^ 
agara into action at once, the fire from the gun-boats raking them 
in another direction from their sterns, soon decided the fate of the 
day. It 18 singular in such contests to observe the accordance 
that sometimes happen in the chances of war. Com. Perry, by 
breaking the enemy's Ime, passed ahead of his two heaviest ships, 
and, as before stated, poured in a raking fire from his starboard 
guns, while the gun-boats so disposed by Capt. Elliot, saluted them 
in the tame manner from their sterns. The larboard guns at the 
same time gave a raking fire to a large schooner and sloop that 
he passed at half pistol shot distance. 

We know not whether another instance can be produced in the 
annals of naval history, of bringing all the guns of a single ship to 
bear, and so effectually upon the enemy as was done by his bold 
project of breaking their line. It is no less astonishing that Capt. 
Elliot, without knowing how the senior officer proposed to manage 
the Niagara, should on his own responsibility, at such a time have 
placed the gunboats under the sterns of the enemy's largest ships. 
We see two great and gallant minds, majntainmg an immoveable 
serenety in the midst of danger, and occupied solely by one great 
object, the destruction of the enemy's fleet, and acting strictly in 
eoncert, although unconscious of it themselves. It proves how 
near^ this etherial spirit is the same oa' whatever portion of hU'- 
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inanity it acts, and that it is always consistent in the display of iti 
proper character. 

We all can admire the courage and skill of a successful warrior. 
Wherever victory impresses her dazzling stamp, we dare not call 
in question the act that passes her consecrated seal. And yet if 
we soberly investigate the matter^ how nearly is even this wonder 
of the million allied to glorious rashness. We will suppose that 
the light breeze which favoured Perry when he went on board the 
Niagara^ and enabled him to pass triumphantly through the ene- 
my's line^ had settled tp a dead calm when he had reached the 
head of the hostile ships. They would have wore, rounds and he, 
exposed to two full broadsides, and incapable of extricating him* 
self, must have surrendered. But his raking fire threw every thing 
into confusion, and while he was rounding to, to pass the d»^file 
again, the thunders of the gun-boats were breaking on their 
sterns. On such nice and delicate points rests the reputation of a 
hero. That successful breath of wind consecrated to fame the 
character of the American navy. 

We hope it may not be deemed altogether unappropriated since 
we have traced the character of this great spirit when surrounded 
by the lustre of victory, to observe its complexion under the 
shade of misfortune. Commodore Barclay, the British command- 
er had participated in Nelson's lustre. Wounded and faint frons 
the losi of blood, he was carried below ; he beheld his fleet dia- 
persed and captured with all that mortification felt by a generous 
and ardent mind, compelled to submit, but not conquered or en- 
slaved by misfortune. He is sent home a prisoner on parole, and 
a festival is given by his countrymen to his honour. At that time 
and at that place, the toast of that gallant and heroic officer is^ 
Commodore Perry, the brave and generous enemy. Nothing in 
all that has been said to Perry^s honour equals this, and it may be 
generously retorted by every high minded American, that the gal- 
lant soul who could indulge in such a sentiment^ has achieved a 
victory over misfortune more glorious than even the triumph of 
Erie. To Capt. Elliot belongSj beyond all dispute, an important 
share in the lustre of this memorable day. The moment he per- 
ceives the comniodore's flag shifted on board his own ship^ he con* 
siders what service he can now render, what new dangers be can 
encounter with a prospect of advantage. He assumes the com* 
mand of the gun-boats with the same promptitude that he relin- 
quished his own vessel, intent only on serving his country, and 
giving lustre to her name. Let the highest authority known to 
our laws speak for themselves on this occasion. Congress passed 
the following resolution : 

" Resolved, that the president of the United States be request- 
ed to chuse gold medals to be struck, emblematic of the action be- 
tween the two squadrons, and to be presented to Capt. Perry and 



THSWAQ> ^ . 95 

\o Capt. Jesse Elliot^ in such manner as will be most agreeable to 
them, and that the president be further requested to present a sil- 
ver medal, with suitable emblems and devices, to each of the coin- 
missioned officers either of the navy or army, and a sword to 
each of the midshipmen and sailing masters who so nobly distin- 
guished themselves on that day." 

Capt. £]]iotj after the action on Erie, was entrusted with th^ 
arrangement of Gen. Harrison's boats in the embarkation and de- 
barkation of his troops, when he assumed the command of the 
fleet, and went up tne lake. When Gen. Harrison's army ad- 
vanced^ he selected some of his best men to man three gun boats^ 
for the purpose of boarding a force of gun boats the enemy were 
said to have collected in the Thames. These vessels unfortunate- 
ly fell into the hands of the British^ who destroyed them by fire 
before they were ready for action. 

Capt. Elliot afterwards received orders to take the command of 
the flVet on lake Erie, and make preparations for the reduction of 
fort Mackinac in the spring. He received the thanks of the com- 
mittee of Pennsylvania, the state from which he was introduced 
into the navy, accompanied by a gold medal. 

Capt. Elliot is now attached to the squadron commanded by 
Com. Chauncey on lake Ontario, and has signalized himself in 
such a manner, as to have received the most marked acknowl- 
edgements from that gallant and intrepid officer. 

The private life of Capt. Elliot affords a delightful and reposing 
eontrast to that character in which weiiave all along seen him 
invested. The warm and generous friend, the kind and hospitable 
companion, and the affectionate husband, are, at such seasons, all 
that remain of him who in the chase of fame is so prodigal of ex- 
istence. He then cultivates assiduously all the tender charities of 
life, and veils from sight the noble stock round which they twine 
for support, by the intervening blossoms. The heart that no dan- 
ger could move, yields to the slightest touch of compassion. 

Thus th* pitniil nak« when trropeiU ngv on bip^h, 
Shakes his ^rt« u hfad agtit.st *uv rovrnin;; sky, 
But wbi-n bw bnach the j^rntle r.-phyr ht-avrt. 
Ttfe tremMnig dew-drops uiikle from kit \ sivts. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

Naval operations on the oc€an^.,.Com. Rodgers^ cruise....,Chase 

of the Constitution Capture of the Guerriere Comparison 

of American and British frigates.....Biography ofCapU HulL 

Com. Rodgers^ cruize...„Com. Rodgers, on the 2l8t of June, 
having received instructions from the navy department, and offi- 
cial information of the declara^n of war, sailed from New- York, 
on board the President, having und«'r his command, also, the 
United States, Congress, Argus, and Hornet. Previous to leav- 
ing New-York, he had learned that the homeward bound JaiYiai« 
ca fleet had sailed under convoy, on the 20th of the preceding 
month. He shaped his course eastwardly, in expectation of fdil- 
tng in with vessels which had seen the convoy ; and the follow- 
ing evening fell in with an American brig, which gave him such 
information as he desired. He now crowded all sail in pursuit ; 
but the next morning was taken out of bis course, by chasing the 
British frigate Bclvidere. ^ 

The Belvidere was discovered on the 23d, at 6 A. M. when 
the squadron gave chase. The superiority of the President's safl- 
ing, while the breeze continued fresh, enabled her to get w*ithia 
l^n shot between 4 and 5 P. M. when it had moderated so much 
as to give very faint hopes of getting along side. At this time, 
perceiving she was training her guns to bear upon the President, 
the latter commenced a ^re at her spars and rigging, with a 
view to. cripple and get abreast of her. A fire was kept up about 
two hours. The President gave her two or three broad sides, 
and kept up a well directed fire from the chase guns, which cut 
ber sails and rigging very much, but did not succeed in destroying 
any of her spars, although some of them were much wounded. 
The President all this time was exposed to a running fire from 
her 4 stern chasers ; and once the British frigate commenced a 
ilre from her main deck, with an intention of raking the Presi- 
dent with a broadside, but at that moment receiving one from the 
President, continued her course under a press of sail, and used 
only her stern guns. All sail was crowded in pursuit, but in vain. 
The chase was now throwing overboard, every thing that could 
be spared, to increase her sailing, and escaped by the lightness of 
the wind. Four of her boats were seen floating by the President 
completely knocked to pieces, together with a great number of 
oasks, spars, &c. 

The President received a considerable number of shot in her 
sails and rigging, but was not materially injured. The chase was 
continued till about midnight, when it was relinquished as hope- 
leasj and the President hove too for the squadron to come up^.^ 
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Early in the cha«e^ one of the President's chase guns» on the gun 
deck^ burst, and injured the upper deck so much, as to preyent 
the use of the chase guns on that side for a considerable time. 
The President had three killed and nineteen wounded, most of the 
latter slightly ; of the wounded 10 were by theburstiug of a gun. 
By the same gun Com. Rodgers had bis leg fractured. 

On board the Belvidere two were killed and seven wounded ; 
among the latter, her captain and one lieutenant. 

The squadron then resumed its course in pursuit of the Jamai« 
ca fleet, but received no further intelligence of it until the 2dth 
of June ; when on the western banks of Newfoundland, an Amer- 
ican schooner was spoken, the master of which gave information 
that he had passed the fleet two days before. On the 1st of July, 
a little to the eastward of Newfoundland bank, the squadron felt 
in with quantities of cocoa-nut shells, orange peals, &c. wlych in« 
dicated that the fleet was not far distant. The pursuit was iiow 
continued with great spirit, though frequent interruptions were 
occasioned by vessels it was necessary to pursue. No more in« 
telligence was obtained until the 9th of July, when a British pri- 
vate armed brig was captured. She had seen the fleet the pre- 
ceding evening, and had counted eighty-five sail. The convoy 
consisted of a two decker, a frigate, a sloop of war, and a brig. 

This was the last intelligence the co^omodore received of the 
fleet. He continued the pursuit until the 13th of July* He was 
then within eighteen or twenty hours' sail of the British channeL, 
The Commodore now directed the squadron to steer for Madeira. 
It passed close by that island on the 2l8t of July ; thence neat 
the Azores ; returned by the banks of Newfoundland, and enter* 
ed the port of Boston, after a cruize of upwards of two mouths. 

During the cruize seven merchant vessels were captured, and 
one American re-captured. 

Though this cruize was not attended with any success of a 
brilliant nature, yet it was productive of considerable advantage^ 
by the American squadron being thus united, and cruizing for 
such a length of time, the attention of the British vessels was 
diawn from the harbours of the United States, while they went 
in quest of it. Thus an almost incalculable amount of American 
property, that would otherwise have been captured, was brought 
safe into port. 

Chase of the C(m$Ututum.....On the 12th of July, the United 
States' frigate Constitution, Capt. Hull, sailed from Chesapeake 
bay. On the 16th Capt. Hull saw and gave chase to a frigate, 
but was unable, the wind being light, to come up with her before 
night. It continued calm during the night. In the morning. 
Captain Hull found himself near an enemy's sq^uadron, con- 
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sitting of one ship of the line, four frigates, a brfg and ^ 
schooner.' The nearest frigate was within gun-shot. It was a 
dead calm. The British immediately put all the boats of the 
squadron to. two frigates, and thereby gained on the Constitution, 
and brought some of their bow guns to bear. The Constitution 
occasionally fired her stern chasers. In thisr state the vessels con- 
tinued all that day. On the following morning a light breeze 
sprang up, which enabled the Constitution to escape, after a chase 
of sixty-four hours. During the whole of this time, her gallant 
crew remained at their quarters without a murmur. So ably and 
successfully did Capt. Hull manoeuvre his vessel on this occasion, 
that it excited admiration even in the British admiral. The Con- 
stitution arrived safe in Boston. 

On the 2d of Aug. she again sailed from' Boston. Capt. HuH 
stood to the eastward, along the coast, in hopes of falling in with 
one of the British frigates, reported to be cruizing in that direc- 
tion. He passed near the coast, as far as the bay of Fundy, with- 
out seeing any vessel whatever. He then ran off Halifax and 
cape Sables. Seeing no vessel for three or four days, he deter- 
mined to steer eastward, toward Newfoundland. He passed 
near the isle of Sables ; and took a station off the Gulph of St. 
Lawrence, near cape Race, to intercept vessels bound either to 
or from Canada. While cruizing off this station he captured two 
merchant vessels. On the 15th he discovered a convoy of five 
tail, to which he gave chase. He captured one of them^ and pre- 
vented the prize ship of an American privateer from being taken. 

Having received information, that the British squadron were 
off the Grand Bank, and not far distant, he determined to change 
his cruizing ground. He accordingly stood to the southward...*. 
On the 18th he was informed by the commander of an American 
privateer, that a British ship of war had been seen the day before 
standing to the southward, and could not be far off. It was then 
about 12 o'clock at night. Hull immediately made sail to the 
southward, intending, if possible, to fall in with her. 

On the 19th of Aug. at 2 o'clock, P. M. the Constitution being 
in latitude 41 degrees and 42 minutes north, and 55 degrees 33 
minutes west longitude, a vessel was discovered to the south- 
ward. The Constitution instantly made all sail in chase, ftnd 
soon gained on her. At 3 P. M. it could plainly be perceived she 
was a ship on the starboard tack, under easy sail, close hauled to 
the wind. At half past 3 bhe was ascertained to be a frigate. 
The Constitution continued the chase. At about three miles di8« 
tance Capt. Hull ordered the light sails to be taken in, the cours- 
ers to be hauled up, and the ship to be cleared for action. The 
chase now backed her main-top sail, and waited for the Constitu- 
tion to come down. As soon as the Constitution was ready for 
aOtronj she bore down, intejiding to bring immediately to close- 
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aetion^ the British fngate, which had about this time hclated three 
Eoglish eDsigns io token of defiance. As soon as the Constitu- 
tion came within gun-shot^ the British frigate fired her bi;oad8ide ; 
then filled away^ wore^ and gave a broadside on the other tack. 
They, however, produced no effect ; her shot fell short. The 
British frigate manoeuvred and wore several times for about 
three quarters of an hour, in order to obtain a raking position. 
But not succeeding in this, she We up under her top-sails and 
jib with the wind on the quarter. Capt. Hull immediately made 
sail to bring his ship up with her. At 5 minutes before six, P. M. 
the Constitution being along side, within pistol shot, he ordered 
a brisk firing to be commenced from all her guns, which were 
double-shotted with round and grape shot, and so welt directed, 
and^so warmly kept up that, in fifteen minutes, the mizen-mast 
of the British frigate went by the board, and her main-yard in her 
alings.- Her hull was much injured ; and her rigging and sails 
torn to pieces. The fire was kept up, in the same spirited man- 
ner, for fifteen minutes longer by the Constitution. She had now 
taken a position for raking, on the bows of the British frigate ; 
when the latter could only bring her bow guns to bear on the 
Constitution. The grape shot and small arms of the Constitution 
completely swept the decks of the British frigate* Thirty min- 
utes after the commencement of the action by the Constitution, 
the mainmast and foremast of the British frigate went by the 
board, taking with them every spar except the bowsprit. She 
then struck her colours, which had been fastened to the stump of 
the mizen-mast. The Constitution then sat fore and main sails, 
and hauled to the eastward to repair damages. All her braces, a 
great part of her standing and running rigging, and some of her 
spars were shot away. At 7 P. M. she stood under the lee 
of the prize and sent a boat on board, which returned at 8, 
with Capt. Dacres, commander of the frigate. She was the Guer- 
riere, rating 38 and mounting 49 guns. The hul\ of the Guer- 
riere was so much shattered, that a few more broadsides would 
have sunk her. She had fifteen men killed, sixty-one wounded, 
and twenty-four missing, who, it is presumed, were swept over- 
board by the falling masts. The Constitution had only seven kill- 
ed and seven wounded. 

The boats were immediately employed in bringing the wound- 
ed and prisoners on board the Constitution. About two A. M. a 
sail was discovered off the larboard beam, standing to the south. 
The ship was instantly cleared for action. At three the vessel 
stood away. At day-break, information was received from the 
Lieut, on board the prize, that the ship was in a sinking condition^ 
and had four feet water in the hold. As soon as all her crew 
were removed from on board of her, she was set on fire, and blew 
iip a quarter past threei 
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Capt. Hull, io his letter to the secretary of the navy, tayt : 
'< that from the smallest boy in the ship, to the oldest seaman, 
not a look of fear was seen. They all went into action giving 
three cheers, and requesting to be laid along side the enemy.** 

An instance of heroism may be here given, which fully shows 
«Tith what spirit the American sailors entered into the action, and 
the noble enthusiasm and bravery that animated them. In the 
heat of the engagement, one of the crew of the Constitution, per- 
ceiving that the flag at the fore top-mast head had been shot 
«way, w^ent up with it, and lashed it so securely, as to render it 
impossible to shoot it away, unless the mast went with it. 

Few events ever excited greater sensations of joy throughout 
the United States, than the capture of the Guerriere. Ail the 
principal towns through which Capt. Hull passed, after his return 
to Boston welcomed him with every demonstration of joy. At 
Boston a splendid entertainment was given to him and his offi- 
cers. The citizens of Philadelphia subscribed for the purchase of 

two elegant pieces of plate one to be presented to Capt. Hull ; 

and the other to Charles Morris, his first lieutenant. 
The legislatur e of Ne w- York....the council of the city of Albany and 

Savannah the congress of the U. S the house of representa* 

fives of Massachusetts, and other public bodies, voted their thanks 
to Capt. Hull, his officers and crew. The order of Cincinnati ad- 
mitted the Captain as an honourary member. And congress voted 
50,000 dollars as an indemnification to the captain, his officers 
and crew, for the loss sustained by the destruction of the Guer- 
riere, 

Much having been said on the disparity of force between the 
American 44 gun frigates and the British 38, the rates of the 
Constitution and Guerriere, it will, perhaps, not be out of place 
here to give a comparative view of the force of each. Both the 
American 44 gun ships, and the British 38 gun ships are con* 
atructed on the same principles ; and their guns are placed in the 
same relative position, forming batteries of a similar nature. The 
l^ns in each ship are placed on the main or gun deck, the quarter 
deck, and the forecastle. The gun deck, which may be consider- 
ed as the line of defence, is about 170 feet long in the American 
44 gun ships, and about 160 feet in the English 38 gun ships. 
The line of defence, therefore, in the American 44 gun ships ex- 
^eeJrt^^ English by about 10 feet. But it is to be observed that 
the leog;th~>of line of defence by no mens implies strength. This 
essentially consists in the number of guns that can be placed in 
battery, with advantage, in a given line, and the strength of Ihe 
ramparts and parapets ; in Which light the sides of the ship may 
be considered. A line of defence of 200 feet, mounting 30 guns 
fa battery, would be about one fourth weaker, and produce an ef- 
fect one-fourth less than a line of defence 150 feet long, mounting 

V 
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tbe same uumber of guDi • The American 44 gua ships mouot 
30 twenty- four pounders on the gun deck^ 24 thirty -two pound 
carrooades^ and two eighteen pounders on the quarter desk and 
forecastle or upper decks.* The British 38 gun ships mount 28 
eighteen pounders on their gnn deck^ 18 thirty-two pound car- 
ronades^ and two eighteen pounders^ on> their quarter deck 'and 
forecastle, besides a 24 pounder shifting gun* In an engagement 
between ship and ship, the effect produced is by the broadside or 
the number of guns placed in battery on one side of the ship..... 
So that only half the number of guns in a ship can be considered 
as placed in battery in its length or line of defence. The num- 
ber of gunsj therefore, of the American 44 gun ships, pkced in 
battery in its line of defence of 176 feet, will be 28. The num- 
ber of guns in the English 38 gun ships, placed in battery in its 
line of defence of 160 feet, will be 24 ; but as they carry a shift- 
ing gun, which may be placed in battery on either side, the num- 
ber will actually be 25. So that the number of guns in battery 
io the American 44 gun ships, will exceed those in the English 
38 gun ships, only one-tenth. But the American line of defence 
is one tenth longer, and consequently would be one-tenth weaker 
than the English, if it had only tlie same number of guns in bat- 
tery ; consequently, the force of each, when the line of defence 
and number of guns placed in battery are considered, is very near* 
)y equal. 

The American 44 gun ships carry twenty-four ponnders on their 
gun decks ; the English eighteen pounders. But are not eigh- 
teen pounders of sufficient weight of metal for the service of large 
frigates, and fully calculaled to produce every effect that may be 
required in an engagement between frigates ? It has, moreover, 
been asserted by the officers of the Constitution, that the shot of 
the Java's eighteen pounders we)re only three pounds lighter than 
those ef the Americaji twenty-four pounders, after accurately 
weighing them both. So that consequently the difference in 
weight of metal was only one-eighth. 

It has been often asserted in the British newspapers, that tbe 
American frigates were 74's in disguise. It has also been assert- 
ed by an English naval commander, in his official letter, that the 
American 44 gun ships were built with the scantling of a 74. If 
by this assertion he meant to insinuate, that the American 44 gun 
ships were of the same nature with a 74, or a ship of the line, he 
has manifested an extreme want of candour or want of profession- 
al knowledge. 74 gun ships are all of the line, that is, they have 
guna mounted on two gun decks, extending the whole length of 
the ship, or its line of defence, besides those on the quater deck 
and forecastle ; and in addition to these, there are guns on the 

* The rctder trill pkue concct a mistake i&p«So >1« stating tltc aumWr of guiif on board 
^W 44H-<hox arc bot 90. 



Ofl the 4th of September^ the Essex being off the tail' of St. 
George's Bank^ two ships of war were discovered to the south- 
ward^ and a brig to the northward. The brig was in chase of an 
American merchant ship» Porter immediately chased, the brig> 
which attempted to pass^ and join the rest of the squadron. This 
he prevented^ and compelled her to stand to the northward. He 
continued in chase of her^ until abreast of the American ship^ 
^hen the wind becoming light, she escaped by means of her 
aweeps. On showing American colours, several signal guns were 
fired by the ships to the southward. All sail was made by them 
ip chase. At 4 P. M. they had gained the wake of the Essex^ 
and were coming up with her very fast. Calculating on making 
his (escape by some manoeuvre during the night, he fired a gun to 
windward. The two ships still continued to gain on the Essex. 
The largest was considerably to windward of the other, and about 
five miles astern of the Essex. Capt. Porter determined to heave 
about as soon as it grew dark, and in case he should not be able to 
pass her, he determined to fire a broadside into her, and lay her 
on board. Every preparation was made for this purpose. The 
crew, as soon as the plan was proposed to them, gave three cheers, 
and were in high spirits. At 20 minutes after seven, the Essex 
bove about, and stood S. E. by S. until 30 minutes after eighty 
when she bore away S^ W. without seeing any thing more of 
them. This was the more extraordinary, as a pistol was fired on 
board the Essex, when nearest to them. 

The Essex arrived safe in the Delaware a few days after- 
wards. 

Cruize of the JVasp....jrhe Wasp, Capt. Jones, sailed from the 
Delaware on a cruize, the 13th Oct. and on the 16th, it came on 
to blow a heavy gale, which carried away her jib boom and two 
men. On the 17th, at 11 P. M. in lat. 37 N. Ion. 65 W. (the 
track of vessels passing from Bermuda to Halifax,) she found her- 
self near five strange sail, steering westward. 

As some of them seemed to be ships of war, it was thought 
better to get farther from them. The Wasp thet^re hauled her 
wind, and having reached a few miles to windward, so as to es- 
cape or fight as the occasion might require, followed the strange 
saU through the night. At daybreak on Sunday morning, Capt. 
Jones found that they were six large merchant ships, under con- 
voy of a sloop of war, which proved to be the Frolic, Captain 
Whinyates^ frpm Honduras to England, with a convoy, strongly 
lirmed and o^anned, having all forty or fifty men, and two of 
them mounting {sixteen gun^ each. He determined, however, to 
attack them, and as there was a heavy swell and the wea* 
ther boisterous, got down his top-gallant yards, close reefed the 
topsails^ and prepared for action. About eleven o'clock, the Fro* 
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lie showed Spanith colours^ and the Waip immlBdiately diiplayed 
the American ensign and pendant. At 32 minutes past eleven^ 
the Wasp came down to windward^ on her larboard side, within 
about 60 yards, and hailed. The enemy hauled down the Spanirfi 
colours, hoisted the British ensign, and opened a fire of cannoti 
and musketty. This the Wasp instantly returned, and coming 
nearer to the enemy, the action became close, and without inter* 
mission. In four or five minutes the maintopmast of the Wasp 
was shot away, and falling down with the maintopsafl yard^ 
across the larboard fore and foretopsail braces, rendered her head 
;^ards unmanageable during the rest of the action* In two or 
three mhiutes more her gaft and mizen-topgallantsail were shot 
away. Still she continued a close and constant fire. The sea 
was so rough that the muzzle of the Wasp's guns were frequently 
in the water. The Americans fired as the ship's side waa 
going down, so that their shot struck on the enemyVdeckor 
below it, while the English fired as the vessel rose, and thus her 
balls chiefly pierced the rigging, or were thrown away. Tlie 
Wasp now shot ahead of the Frolic, raked her, and then resumed 
ber position on her larboard bow. Her fire was now obviously 
attended with such success, and that of the Frolic so slackened; 
that Capt. Jones did not wish to board her, lest the roughness of 
the sea might endanger both vessels ; but in the course of a few 
minutes more, every brace of the Wasp was shot away, and her 
rigging so much torn to pieces, that he was afraid that bis masts^ 
being unsupported, would go by the board, and the Frolic be abt# 
to escape. He thought, therefore, the beet chance of securing 
her was to board, and decide the contest at once. With this 
view he wore ship, and running down upon the enemy, the ve#* 
sels struck each other, the Wasp's side rubbing along the Frolic's 
bow, so that her jibboom came in between the main and mizzea 
rigging of the Wasp, directly over the heads, of Capt. Jones and 
the first lieutenant, Mr. Biddle, who were at that moment stand* 
ing together near the capstan. The Frolic lay so feir for raking^ 
that they decided not to board until they had given a closing 
broadside. Whilst they were loading for this, so near were the 
♦wo vessels, that the rammers of the Wasp were pushed against 
the Frolic's sides, and two of her guns went through the bow 
ports of the Frolic, and swept the whole length of her deck. At 
this moment. Jack Lang,* a seaman of the Wasp, a gallant fel- 
low^ who had been once impressed by a British man of war, 
jumped on a gun with his cutlass, and was springing on board 
the Frolic : Capt. Jones, wishing to ire again before boarding, 
called him down ; but his impetuosity could not be restrained, and 

• John Unr U • mtin «f Newbrnprwltk, in Newjeney. We nemion witkrremt pleMiw tkj 
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he wa« lakeady on tlic bowq>rit of the Frolic ; when, teeiog ibf 
ardour and eotbusiasn) of the Wasp't crew, Lieut. Bkldie loouii^ 
ed OD the hammock cloth to board. At this aignal the orew fol* 
lowed : but Lieut. Biddle's feet got entangled io the rigging of 
the enemy'tf bowsprit, and midshipman Baker, in his ardour to 
get on bo«fd, laying hold of his coat, he fell hack on the Wasp's 
deck. He sprang up, and as the next swell of the sea brought 
the Frolic nearer, he got on her bowsprit, where Laog and anotb* 
er seaman were already. He passed them on the forecastle, and 
wa^ surprised at seeing not a single man alive on the Frolic's 
deck, except the seaman at the wheel, and three officers. The 
deck was slippery with blood, and strewed with the bodies of the 
dead. As he went forward, the captain of the Frolic, with two 
other officers, who were standing on the quarter-deck, threw 
down their swords, and made an inclination of their bodies, de« 
noting that they had surrendered. At this moment the colours 
were still flying, as^ probably, none of the seamen of the Frolic, 
would dare to go into the rigging for fear of the musketry- of the 
Wasp. Lieut. Biddle, therefore, jumped into the rigging himself 
and hauled down the British ensign, and possession was taken of 
the Frolic, in forty-three minutes after the first fire. She was in 
a shocking condition : the birth-deck, particularly, was crowded 
with dead, and wounded, and dying ; there b'^ng but a small 
f)ortion of the Frolic's crew who had escaped. I&pt. Jones in- 
atantly sent on board his surgeon's mate, and all tha^^nkets ot 
the Frolic were brought from her slop room for the comifrrt of the 
wounded. To increase this confusion, both the Froliff* masts 
soon fell, covering the dead and every thing on deck, antS ^^^ ^^^ 
a complete wreck. J 

It now appeared that the Frolic mounted 16 thirty-twrnP^^"* 

carronades, 4 twelve pounders on the main-deck, and 2 tjf''^^^^ 

pound carronades. She was, therefore, superior to the W J^P'^' 

«X«ctly four twelve pounders. The number of men on bo^V' ^ 

;itated by the officers of the Frolic, was one hundred and tM?"*"" 

the number of seamen on board the Wasp was one hundred^?"* 

two 5 but it could not be ascertained, whether in this one fft 

dred and ten were included marines and officers ; for the Wa 

had, besides her one hundred and two men, officers and marin| 

making the whole crew about one hundred and thirty-five. Wl 

Is, however, decicive, as to their comparative force is, that the 

Acers of the Frolic acknowledge that they had as many men as 

they knew what to do with, and, in fact the Wasp could havi 

spared fifteen men. There was, therefore, on the most favoural 

We view, at least an equality of men, and an inequality of foul 

guns. The disparity of loss was much greater. The exact numl 

bee of killed and wounded on board the Frolic could not be pre 

cisely determined ; but from the observations of our officers, ani 



the dedaratioBf of thoie of the -Frolic^ tfae minber eoidd not be 
lets than about thirty killed^ including two -officers, and of the 
wounded between forty and fifty ; Uie captain and second lieaten- 
ant being of the number. The- Wasp had five men killed and five 
slightly wounded. 

All hands were now employed in ciearmg the deckj burying the 
dead^ and taking care of the wounded, when Capt. Jones sent 
orders to Lieut. Biddle to proceed to Charleston, or any southern 
port of the United Slates : and, as there was a suspicious sail t# 
windward^ the Wasp would continue her oruise. The ships then 
parted. The suspicious sail was now coming down very fast At 
first it was supposed that she was one of the convoy, who had 
all fled during the engagement, and who now came for the pur* 
pose of attacking the prize. The guna of the Frolic were, there^ 
fore, loaded, and the ship cleared for action ; but the enemy, at 
she advanced, proved to be a 8eventy-four...«.the Potetieri, Capt« 
Beresf<Hrd. She fired a shot over the Frolic ; passed her ; over- 
took the Wasp, the disaUed state of whose rigging prevented 
her from escaping ; and then returned ta the Prdic, who cooM^ 
of "course, make no resistance. The Wasp and Frc^ were cirri« 
ed into Bermuda.* 

Biography of Capt. Jones,.^jACOB JoNES, Esq. of the United 
States' navy, was born about the year 1770, near the village of 
Smyrna, in the county of Kent, state of Delaware. His father 
was an Independent and respectable farmer, of eitbellent moral 
and religious character* His mother was of a good family, of the 
name of Jones ; an amiable and interesting woman ; she died 
when the subject of this memoir was yet an infant. Between 
two aod three years afterwards his father married again, with a 
Miss Holt, grand-daughter of the honourable Ry vez Holt, former- 
ly chief justice of the supreme court of Delaware ; or, as it was 
then denominated, ^ the lower counties on Delaware.'* Shortly 
after this second marriage his father died, when this his only 
child was scarcely four years of age. It was the good fortune of 
our hero to be left under the care of a stepmother, who had all 
the kind feelings of a natural parent. The aHl ction which this ex- 
cellent woman had borne towards the father, was, on his death, 
transferred to the child. By her he^ was nurtured from infancy 
to manhood, with a truly maternal care and tenderness. At an 
early age he was placed at a school, and his proficiency in learn* 
ing was equal to her most anxious wishes. After becoming well 
acquainted with the general branches of an English education, he 
was transferred to a grammar school at Lewes in Sussex county, 
conducted by tl\e learned and pious Dr. Matthew Wilson. Un- 
der his direction he, read the classics with much assiduity, and be- 
came well acquainted with the Latin and Greek languages. The 
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writer of dii« memoir distioctiy remcrobert alfo^ tint in the gee- 
grafiiical leKSons be continually bore off the pzho, and received, 
bejroad alt othert, repeated proofs of approbation from his precep- 
tor. At tbe.age of eighteen he left Lewes Academy^ and enter- 
ed on the «tudy of physic and surgery^ under Dr. Sykes, an emi- 
jient physician and surgeon of Dover in the county of Kent. With 
him he diligently pro>8ecuted his studies for four years^ after whicA 
be attended the usual courses of medical lectures of the Universi- 
ij of Pennsylvania^ and tnen returned to Dover to commence the 
exercise of his profession. 

. He did not, however^ continue long in the practice. He found 
the field already engrossed by a number of able and experienced 
gentlemen of the faculty, among whom was the late lamented Dr. 
Miller of New York* Discouraged by the scanty employment 
Ibat is commonly the lot of the young physician, and impatient of 
an inactive life, he determined to abandon the profession for the 
present, and seek some more productive occupation. This reso- 
lution was a matter of much regret among the elder physicians. 
They entertained a high opinion of his medical acquirements, and 
considered him as promising to become a distinguished and sktlM 
member of their body. Gov. Clayton, (who was himself an emi* 
nent physician) seeing that he was fixed in his determination, con- 
ferred upon him the clerkship of the supreme court of the state of 
Delaware, for the county of Kent. 

In this office he continued for some time, but the sedentaiy na- 
ture of its duties was uncongenial with his health and habits ; he 
longed to mingle in more active scenes, and possessed that ardent 
, spirit of enterprise that can never rest contented with the tranquil 
ease of common life. With a certain bravery of resolution, theie- 
fore, or rather a noble unconcern, he turned his back upon the 
comforts and emoluments of office ; and resolved upon a meas- 
ure as indicative of the force of his character, as it was decisive 
of his future fortunes. This was to enter as a midshipman into 
the service of his country, in the year 17ra, when menaced with 
a war with France. 

He was at this time almost twenty >nine years of age, highly re- 
spetted for the solidity of his understanding and his varied ac 
quirements ; it may readily be imagined, therefore, how greatly 
his friends were dissatisfied at seeing him in a manner taking a 
retrograde step in life, entering upon that tedious probation which 
the naval service peculiarly requires, end accepting a grade 
which is generally allotted to boys and stripplings. It was in vain, 
however, to remonstrate against a resolution, which, once form- 
ed, never vibrated. Jones had determined on embracing the ' 
profession ; he had weighed all the peculiar inconveniences and 
sacrifices incident to his determination, and had made up his mind 
to encounter and surmount them all. His friends could only c©n- 
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tale ifaeiiiitWet widi tbe rt flectioB, that if oMrtgK^ acttirity, and 
bardihood coi^d ensure naval succets^ Jones was peculiarly fitted 
for the life he had adopted ; and it is probable they felt some de- 
gree of admiration for that deeision of character^ wbich^ in the 
pursuit of what he conceived a laudable object^ could eiiable him 
to make such large sacrifices of personal pride and convenience* 

The first cruises which he made in his new capacity were un- 
der the father of our infant na^y, the late G)m. Barry, from 
whom he derived great instruction in the theory and practice of 
bis profession, and experienced the utoKMt kindness and civility. 
He was a midshipman on board the frigate United States, when 
she bore to France Chief Justice Ellsworth and Gen. Davie, as en- 
voys extraordinary to the French Republic, He was next on 
board of the Ganges, as midshipman, and duriag the whole in- 
tervening period. between his appointment, and the war with Tri- 
poli, he was sedulously employed in obtaining that nauticai skill far 
which he is at present celebrated. 

Ob the breaking out of the war with Tripoli, he was statk>Ded 
on board of the frigate Philadelphia, under the command of the 
gallant Bainbridge. The disaster which befiel that ship and her 
arew before Tripoli, forms a solemn page in our naval history ; 
attoned for, however, by the brilliant achievements to which it 
gave rise* Twenty months of severe captivity among a barba- 
rous people, and in a warm climate, neither broke the spirit nor 
impaired the constitution of our hero. Blest by nature with vig- 
orous health and an invincible resolution, when relieved from bon- 
dage by the bravery of his countrymen, he returned home full of 
life and ardour. He was^ soon after promoted to a lieutenancy. 
This grade he had merited before his confinement in Tripoli, but 
older warrant officers had stood in the way of his preferment. 

He was now for some time employeTd on the Orleans station, 
where he conducted himself with his usual judgment and propriety, 
and was a favorite in the polite circles of the Orleans and Missis- 
sippi territories. He was shortly after appointed to the command 
of the brig Argus, stationed for the protection of ow commerce on 
the southern maritime frontier. In this situation he acted with 
vigilance and fidelity, and though there were at one time insidious 
suggestions to the contrary^ it has appeared that he conformed to 
his instructions, promoted the public interest, and gave entire sat- 
isfaction to the government. 

In 1811, Capt. Jones was transferred by the secretary of the 
navy to the command of the sloop of war the Wasp, mounting 
eighteen twenty-four pound carronades, and was despatched, in 
the spring of 1812, with communications from our government 
to its functionaries at the courts of St. Cloud and St. James. Be- 
fore he returned from this voyage, war had been declared by the 
United States against Great Britain. Capt, Joae^ refitted his ship 
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with all poifible ditpitch, and repaired to tea on a cnibe^ in wbicfa 
he met with no other luck than the capture of an inccmfiderable 
prize* He again put to «ea on the ISth of October last, and on 
the 18th of the month, after a long and heavy gale^he fell in with 
a number of strongly armed merchantmen under convoy of has 
Britannic majesty's sloop of war the Frolic, Capt. Winyates* 

Capt. Jones bore down upon the Frolic, and a bloody actioo 
was commenced which ended in the capture of the Frolic, though 
unfortunately both vessels were captured by the Poictiers 74, witb* 
IB an hour or two after, and carried to Bermuda, as more partic* 
ularly and minutely related before. 

On the return of Capt. Jones to the United States, he was ev^ 
«ry where received with the utmost demonstrations of gratitude 
and admiration. Brilliant entertainments were given him in the 
cities through which he passed. The legislature of his native 
^tate appointed a committee to wait on him >^ith their thanks, 
and to express the '' pride and pleasure** they felt in recognizing 
bim as a native of their state ; in the same resolution they voted 
him an elegant piece of plate, with appropriate engravings. The 
congress of the United States, on motion of Mr. J. A. Bayard, erf* 
Delaware, appropriated 25,000 dollars, as a compensation to Capt. 
Jones and his crew, for the loss they sustained by the re capture 
of the Frolic. They also ordered a gold medal to be presented to 
the captain, and a silver one to each of his officers. 

Various other marks of honour have been paid by the legisla- 
tures, and the citizens of different states, which it would be super- 
fluous to enumerate ; but the most substantial testimony of appro- 
bation which he has received, is the appointment to the command 
of the frigate Macedonian. 

Capt, Jones is about the middle size, of an active mind and vig- 
orous make, and an excellent constitution, capable of the utnK>st 
vigilance and fatigue. Naturally and habitually temperate him* 
self, he is a great promoter of temperance among his crew ; and 
has been successfhl in reclaiming many a valuable seaman- from 
the pernicious habits of intoxication* 

[Anoleetio Mag azim. } 
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CHAPTER IX. 

Comm lUdgers* second cruize Capture of the SwaUow.*...Cap* 

ture of the MacedQnia$i*..,*Chase of the Argue Biography 

qf Capt. Decatur. 

On the 8th Oct. the Prealdent^ Com. Rodgers^ United States^ 
Capt. Decatur^ Congreta, Capt. Smith, and Argus, Capt. Sinclair, 
sailed from Boston, on a cruize. In a day or two afterwards, 
however, the United States and Argus parted company from the 
other vessels. Com. Rodgers, with the President and Congress, 
traversed about 8000 miles upon the atlantic without falling h» 
with any of the enemy's frigates : he however captured two val- 
uable prizes, the Swallow, having on board lOd^OOO dollars m 
specie, and a southsea vessel, the Argo, of great value, and re- 
turned into the harbour of Boston the latter part of December..,., 
bis prizes had previously arrived in safety. 

Capture of the If acedont(iii.....Capt. Deeatur, after leaving 
the squadron, bore south-east. Nothing of moment occurred un« 
til the 25th, when, being in latitude 29 d. N. long, 29 d. 80 m. 
W. he fell in with the British frigate Macedonian, commanded 
by Capt. John S. Garden. 

The Macedonian being to windward, had the advantage of en» 
gaging at her own distance. This was so great, that for the first 
half-hour the United States did not use her carronades. At no 
time was the Macedonian within such distance as to admit of 
musketry and grape being used with good effect. Owing to this 
circumstance, and a heavy swell of the sea, the action lasted an 
hour and a half. So brisk and spirited was the fire kept up from 
the United States, that the crew of the British ship supposed she 
was on fire ; and it was so well directed that the Macedonian's 

P 
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mizen-roast was shot away by the board. Her fore and main* 
top-masts were shot aWay by the caps. Her main yard was 
shot in pieces. Her lower masts were badly wounded. Her 
lower rigging was all cut to pieces. Only a small portion of the 
foresail was left to the foreyard. All her guns on the quarter- 
deck and forecastle were disabled but two, and filled with wreck. 
Two also of her guns on the main-deck were disabled. She had 
received several shot between wind and water. A very great 
portion of her crew were killed or wounded. So much disabled 
was she, that she lay a perfect wreck and unmanageable log. 
At this time the United States shot ahead, and was about placing 
herself in a position to rake, when the British vessel struck her 
colours. 

The Macedonian rated in Steel's List a 38 gun ship, but mount- 
ed 49 guns. She was only two ye^rs old ; and had been but 
four months out of dock. She was reputed one of the best sailers 
in the British navy. The killed on board of her amounted to 36 

the wounded to 68. She has since been fitted out as a 38 gun 

ship in the American navy. 

The damage sustained by the United States was very trifling. 
She had only 5 men killed and 7 wounded. 

All the private property of the officers and men on board the 
Macedonian was given up to them. The private property claim- 
ed by Capt. Garden, valued at about 800 dollars, Capt. Decatur 
paid him for. 

Capt. Decatur arrived at New York with his prize on the Ist 
Jan. He arrived some time previous off New London, but con- 
tinued in the sound for several . weeks, doubtless, to present his 
prize to the citizens of New York on that day. 

John Archibald, one of the crew of the United States, received 
a mortal wound, of which he soon after died. He left three chil- 
dren to the mercy of the world, with a mother who had deserted 
th^m. When the father of the deceased seaman went on board 
the frigate to claim the wages and property of his son, an in- 
quiry was made into the circumstances of the family. A plan 
was immediately agreed upon by the seamen, for the relief of the 
orphans. Two dollars was subscribed by each of them. A sum 
of 800 dollars was made up, and placed in the hands of suitable 
trustees, for the maintenance and education of the children. 

Capt. Decatur, on bis return to the United States, received 
from all quartj^rs the grateful congratulations of his countrymen. 

Chase of the Jrgus...*jrhe Argus parted company from the 
United States previous to the capture of the Macedonian by that, 
vessel, and proceeded to the cbast of Brazil, down the north coast 
of the country from St. Roquo to Surinam, thence she passed to 
the windward of the islands, and in every direction between the 
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BermudaSj Halifax^ and the continent. After a lapse of 96 days^ 
she returned into portj having made five prizes^ valued at about 
200^00 doHars. During her cruize she fell in with a squadron 
of the enemy, consisting of six sail, two of which were of the 
line, one of them a remarkable fast sailer. The favour of the 
moon enabling them to chase as well at night, as in the day, the 
chase was continued for three days, without intermission, and un- 
der various circumstances, but the unremitted exertions of their 
officers and crew enabled her to elude the pursuit. Pressed on 
all sides by the number of the enemy, and the baffling and unset- 
tled state of the weather, the Argus was at one time within mus- 
ket shot of a 74, and at another sunounded ; the determined vi- 
gilance of Capt. Sinclair rescued her however from the difficulty. 

They had joined in the chase an armed transport, with a view no 
doubt of distracting the attention, and deceiving the chase, which 
being discovered, he bore down upon her and compelled her to 
clear the way. Such was the confidence of Capt. Sinclair in the 
sailing of the Argus^ that during the chase, although at one time 
to closely pressed as to be compelled to lighten his vessel by 
throwing over bis spare anchors and spars and deck boats, and 
starting the salt water with which his casks had been filled, as 
the fresh had been used, and reduced to the last necessity of wet- 
ting his sails ; yet did he preserve all his guns, and one night dur- 
ing the chase he found time to capture, man and despatch a prize. 
So close were they upon his heels that when he again made sail, 
two of the ships opened their batteries upon him. 

Biography of Commodore Decatur Commodore Stephen 

Decatur is of French descent by the male line. His grandfa- 
ther was a native of La Roebelle, in France, and married a lady 
of Rhode-bland. His father, Stephen Decatur^ was b«rn in New- * 
port, (Rhode-Island) and, when a very young man, removed to 
Philadelphia, where he married the daughter of an Irish gentle* 
man by the name of Pine. He was bred to the sea, and com- 
manded a merchant vessel out of the port of Philadelphia, until 
the establishment of the navy, when he was appointed to com- 
mand the Delaware sloop of war. He continued in her until the 
frigate Philadelphia was built, when the command of that ship 
was given to him, at the particular request of the merchants, who 
had built her by subscription. ' In this situation he remained until 
peace was made with France, when he resigned his commission, 
and retired to his residence a few miles from Philadelphia, where 
he resided until his death, which happened in November, 1808. 

His son, Stephen Decatur, the present commodore, was born on 
the 6th January, 1779, on the eastern shore of Maryland, whi^ 
ther his parents had retired, whilst the British were in possession 
of Philadelphia. They returned to that city when he was a few 
months old, and he was there educated and brought up. 
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He entered the navy in Marcb^ 179S, at midfihipman^ and joLa* 
ed the frigate United Stateii, nnder the command of Commodore 
Barry^ who had obtained the warrant for him. He continued for 
tome time with that o^cer, and was promoted to the rank of 
lieutenant. Tlie United States at that time required tome repairs 
and, not wishing to remain in port, he requested an order to join 
the brig Norfolk, then bound to the Spanish Main. He performed 
one cruise in her, as first lieutenant, and on his return to port, re- 
sumed his station on board of the United States, where he re- 
mained until peace was concluded with France. 

He was then ordered to the Essex, as first lieutenant, and sail- 
ed with Commodore Dale's squadron to the Mediterranean. Oa 
the return of that squadron he was ordered to the New- York, one 
of the second Mediterranean squadron, under the command of 
Commodore Morris. 

When he returned to the United States he was ordered to take 
command of the Argus, and proceed in her to join Commodore 
Preble's squadron, then in the Mediterranean, and on his arrival 
there to resign the command of the Argus to Lieutenant Hull, and 
take the schooner Enterprize, then commanded by that officer. 
After making that exchange, he proceeded to Syracuse, where the 
squadron was to rendezvous. On his arrival at that port he 
was informed of the fate of the frigate Philadelphia, which bad 
ran aground on the Barbary coast, and fallen into the hands of 
the Tripolitans. The idea immediately presented itself to his 
mind of attempting her recapture or destruction. On. Commo- 
dore Preble's arrival, a few days afterwards, he proposed to him 
a plan for the purpose, and volunteered his services to execute it. 
The wary mind of that veteran officer at first disapproved of an 
enterprse so full of peril; but the risks and difficulties that sur- 
rounded it only stimulated the ardour of Decatur, and imparted 
to it an air of adventure, fascinating to his youthful imagination. 

The consent of the commodore having been obtained, Lieute- 
nant Decatur selected for the expedition a ketch (the Intrepid) 
which he had captured a few weeks before from the enemy, and 
manned her with seventy volunteers, chiefly from his own crew. 
He sailed from Syracuse on the 3d February, 1804, accompanied 
by the United States' brig Syren, Lieut. Stewart, who was to aid 
with hit boats, and to receive the crew of the ketch, in tase it 
should be found expedient to use her as a fire-ship. 

After fifteen days of very tempestuous weather, they arrived at 
the harbour of Tripoli a little before sunset. It had been arrang- 
ed between Lieutenants Decatur and Stewart, that the ketch 
should enter the harbour about ten o'clock that night, attended by 
the boats of the Syren. On arriving off the harbour, the Syren, 
in consequence of a change of wind, had been thrown six or 
eight miles without the Intrepid. The wind at this time was 
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iair^ but fast A^cUnlng, and Lieutenant Decatur apprehended tbat^ 
should he wi^it for the Syren'f boats to come op, it might be too 
late to make the attack that night« Such delay might be fatal to 
the enterprise, as they could not remain longer on the coast, their 
provisions being nearly exhausted. For these reasons he deter- 
mined to adventure into the harbour alone, which he did about 8 
d'clock. 

Au idea may be formed of the extreme hazard of this enter- 
prise, from the situation of the frigate. She was moored within 
half gun shot of the bashaw's castle, and of the principal battery. 
Two of the enemy's cruisers lay within two cables' length, on the 
starboard quarter, and their gun-boats within half gun shot, on 
the starboard bow. AU the guns of the frigate were mounted and 
loaded. Such were the immediate perils that our hero ventured 
to encounter with a single ketch, beside the other dangers that 
abound in a strongly fortified harbour. 

Although from the entrance to the place where the frigate lay 
was only three miles, yet, in consequence of the lightness cf the 
wind, they did not get within hail of her until eleven o'clock..... 
When they had approached within two hundred yards, they were 
hailed and ordered to anchor, or they would be fired into. Lieut. 
Decatur ordered a Maltese pilot, who was on board the ketch, to 
answer that they bad lost their anchors in -a gale of wind on the 
coast, and therefore could not comply with their request. By this 
time it had become perfectly calm, and they were about fifty 
yards from the frigate. Lieutenant Decatur ordered a small boat 
that was alongskle of the ketch, to take a rope and make it fast 
to the frigate's fore chains. This being done they began to warp 
the ketch alongside. It was not until this moment that the ene- 
my suspected the character of their visitor, and great confusion 
immediately ensued. This enabled our adventurers to get along- 
side of the frigate, when Decatur immediately sprang aboard, fol- 
lowed by Mr. Charles Morris,* midshipman. These two were 
nearly a minute on the deck, before their companions could suCt 
ceed in mounting the side. Fortunately, the Turks had not suffi- 
ciently recovered from their surprise to take advantage of this 
delay. They were crowded together on the quarter deck, per- 
fectly astonished and aghast, without making any attempt to op- 
pose the assailing party. As soon as a sufficient number of our 
men had gained the deck, to form a front equal to that of the 
enemy, they rushed in upon them. The Turks stood the assault 
but a short time, and were completely overpowered. About twenty 
were killed on the spot, maoy jumped overboard, and the rest fled 
^0 the main deck, whither they were pursued and driven to the 
hold. 

* Now Ctptahi Monis, It te of the A4tm<. 
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After entire postessioD had been gained of the shipj and every 
tbing prepared to set fire to her^ a number of lauQches wer^ aeea 
rowing about the harbour. This determined Lieutenant Decatur 
to remain in the frigate^ from whence a better defence could be 
made than from on board the ketch. The enemy had already 
commenced firing upon them from their batteries and castle^ and 
from two corsairs that were laying near. Perceiving that the 
launches did not attempt to approach^ he ordered that the ship 
should be set on fire, which was done^ at the same time, in diffe- 
rent parts. As soon as this was completely effected they left her^ 
and such was the rapidity of the flames, that it was with the ut- 
most difficulty they preserved the ketch. At this critical naoment 
a most propitious breeze sprang * up, blowing directly out of the 
harbour, which, in a few minutes, carried them beyond the reach 
of the enemy's gims, and they made good their retreat without 
the loss of a single man, and with but four wounded. 

For this gallant and romantic achievement. Lieutenant Decatur 
was promoted to the rank of post captain, there being at that time 
no intermediate grade. This promotion was particularly gratifying 
to him, inasmuch as it was done with the consent of the officers 
over whose heads he was raised. 

In the ensuing spring, it being determined to make an attack 
upon Tripoli, Commodore Preble obtained from the king of Na« 
pies the loan of six gun-boats and two bombards, which he form* 
.ed into two divisions, and gave the command of one of them to 
Captain Decatur, the other to Lieutenant Somers. The squad- 
ron sailed from Syracuse, consisting of the frigate Constitutioo» 
the brig Syren> the schooners Nautilus and Vixen, and the gun* 
boats. 

Having arrived on the coast of Barbary, they were for some 
days prevented from making the attack, by adverse wind and 
weather ; at length, on the morning of the 3d of August, the 
weather being favourable, the signal was made from the commo- 
dore's ship, to prepare for action, the light vessels towing the 
gunboats to windward. At 9 o'clock the signal was made for 
bombarding the town and the enemy's vessels. The gun-boats 
were cast off, and advanced in a line ahead, led on by Captaio 
Decatur, and covered by the frigate Constitution, and the brigs 
and schooners. The enemy's gun-boats were moored along the 
mouth of the harbour under the batteries, and within musket 
shot. Their sails had been taken from tL^m, and they were or- 
dered to sink, rather than abandon their position. They were 
aided and covered likewise by a brig of sixteen, and a scbooi^er 
of ten guns. . t 

Before entering into close action. Captain Decatur went along- 
side each of his boats, and ordered them t'o unship their bowsprits 
and follow him, as it was his intention to feoard the enemy's boats« 
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